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Issue  

This report summarizes paraeducator (i.e., paraprofessional) qualifications in 10 states. 

 

Summary 

The State Department of Education (SDE) defines a paraeducator as someone who assists 

teachers and other certified professional staff with instructing and providing related services to 

students. A paraeducator, also known as paraprofessional, teaching assistant, or educational 

technician, works under the direct supervision of a teacher or other school professional (such as a 

school social worker or psychologist).  

 

Connecticut does not require a certificate or permit to be employed as a paraeducator in public 

schools, but paraeducators employed in a school that receives Title I funds must meet the federal 

law requirements that began in 2002 under the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act (see Background 

below). To meet this standard SDE requires such a candidate to have a high school diploma or 

equivalent and one of the following: (1) completed two years of study at an institution of higher 

education or earned an associate degree (or higher), or (2) achieved at least a score of 457 on the 

ETS ParaPro Assessment. 

 

This report addresses the general requirements to become a paraeducators in 10 states. It does 

not address specific specialized areas that might require additional training or education, such as 

working with special education students or English language learners. All states below require 

paraeducators to work under the supervision of a teacher or other certified school professional. 

 

http://www.cga.ct.gov/olr
mailto:OLRequest@cga.ct.gov
https://twitter.com/CT_OLR
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Paraeducator/Paraeducator-Information-and-Resources
https://www.congress.gov/bill/107th-congress/house-bill/1/text
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Table 1: Paraeducator/Paraprofessional General Qualifications in 10 States 

State Citation/Source Description 

Colorado Col. Rev. Stat.          

§ 23-1-121.7 (e) & 

(f) 

For Title I supported schools, must meet one of the following: 

• Associate degree (or higher) or completion of at least two years 

of postsecondary study or 

• Successfully taking a state or locally chosen assessment that 

meets state and federal standards and demonstrates 

knowledge and ability in reading, writing, and math instruction 

No state-level requirement for non-Title I supported schools 

Maine 05-071 Code Me. 

Rules ch. 115 § I-6 

Three levels of Educational Technician 

Must be of good moral character and at least age 18 plus the 

following for specific levels: 

• Technician I: High school diploma or GED 

• Technician II: At least 60 credits of approved study in an 

educationally related field 

• Technician III: At least 90 credits of approved study in an 

educationally related field 

Massachusetts Mass. Dept. of 

Elementary and 

Secondary 

Education  

For Title I supported schools must meet one of the following:  

• Associate degree (or higher) or completion of at least two years 

of postsecondary study that is the equivalent of 48 credit hours 

from an accredited institution of higher education or 

• Meets a rigorous standard on a Massachusetts-endorsed 

assessment (either score of 464 on ParaPro or specified skill 

levels on Workkeys)  

New Hampshire N.H. Code of Admin. 

R. Ed 504.06 and 

504.07 

Two levels of paraeducators 

Paraeducator I: High school diploma or New Hampshire 

equivalency (HiSET) 

Paraeducator II: Must have high school diploma or state equivalent, 

plus one of the following: 

• Associate degree or at least 48 college credit hours 

• Passing score on a nationally recognized test such as ParaPro 

• Assessment of a portfolio the applicant submits that 

demonstrates an ability to assist in reading, writing, and 

mathematics instruction 

New York N.Y. Comp. Codes R. 

& Regs. Tit. 8,          

§ 80-5.6 

 

Four levels of teaching assistant certificates 

Level I (all parts required):  

• High school diploma or GED 

 

https://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/images/olls/crs2021-title-23.pdf
https://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/images/olls/crs2021-title-23.pdf
https://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/images/olls/crs2021-title-23.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/regulations/maine/05-071-C-M-R-ch-115-SS-I-6
https://www.law.cornell.edu/regulations/maine/05-071-C-M-R-ch-115-SS-I-6
https://www.doe.mass.edu/edeffectiveness/paraprofessional.html
https://www.doe.mass.edu/edeffectiveness/paraprofessional.html
https://www.doe.mass.edu/edeffectiveness/paraprofessional.html
https://www.doe.mass.edu/edeffectiveness/paraprofessional.html
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rules/state_agencies/ed500.html
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rules/state_agencies/ed500.html
https://govt.westlaw.com/nycrr/Document/I364d38d5c22211ddb29d8bee567fca9f?transitionType=Default&contextData=%28sc.Default%29
https://govt.westlaw.com/nycrr/Document/I364d38d5c22211ddb29d8bee567fca9f?transitionType=Default&contextData=%28sc.Default%29
https://govt.westlaw.com/nycrr/Document/I364d38d5c22211ddb29d8bee567fca9f?transitionType=Default&contextData=%28sc.Default%29
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Table 1 (Continued) 

State Citation/Source Description 

New York 

(continued) 

Workshops or online 

courses 

 

  

• Satisfactory score on the NYS teaching assistant assessment 

(ATAS) 

• Completion of the following workshops or online courses: (1) 

Child Abuse Identification, (2) School Violence Prevention and 

Intervention, (3) Training in Harassment, Bullying, 

Cyberbullying, and Discrimination in Schools: Prevention and 

Intervention 

Level II (all required): 

• All parts of Level I 

• One year of experience at Level I 

• Nine semester hours of college coursework 

Level III (all required): 

• All parts of Level I 

• One year of experience at Level I, Level II, or as a classroom 

teacher in New York 

• 18 semester hours of college coursework 

• Citizen status (either a U.S. citizen, permanent resident, 

deferred action for childhood arrivals (DACA) status, or similar 

relief from deportation) 

Pre-Professional (all required): 

• All parts of Level I 

• One year of experience at Level I, II, or III 

• 18 semester hours of college coursework 

• Must be enrolled in an approved teacher preparation program 

in the state 

Pennsylvania 22 Pa. Code             

§ 403.5 &              

22 Pa. Code             

§ 14.105 

All Title I funded paraprofessionals must have a high school 

diploma or equivalent, plus one of the following: 

• Associate degree or completed at least two years of college or 

• Meet standard of quality through a state or local assessment 

Non-Title I supported paraprofessionals must meet the same 

standard except they do not have to have a high school diploma 

 

 

 

 

https://www.highered.nysed.gov/tcert/certificate/ta.html
https://www.highered.nysed.gov/tcert/certificate/ta.html
https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pacode?file=/secure/pacode/data/022/chapter403/s403.5.html&d=reduce
https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pacode?file=/secure/pacode/data/022/chapter403/s403.5.html&d=reduce
http://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pacode?file=/secure/pacode/data/022/chapter14/s14.105.html&d=reduce
http://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pacode?file=/secure/pacode/data/022/chapter14/s14.105.html&d=reduce
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Table 1 (Continued) 

State Citation/Source Description 

Rhode Island R.I. Gen. Laws          

§ 16-11.2-2 

Teaching assistant candidates must meet the following: 

• Good character as verified by employer 

• High school diploma or equivalent 

• Complete state-developed training program (training 

requirement waived for some circumstances such as holding 

an associate or higher degree and who have completed certain 

coursework) 

Instructional assistants also must have one of the following: 

• Associate degree (or higher) or completed at least two years of 

college or 

• Meets a quality standard through a formal state or local 

assessment; local performance assessment may consist of 

documenting teaching assistant skills 

Vermont Code Vt. Rules      

22-000-010; 

Licensing Rules 

5220.4 

• No state licensing requirements  

• State provides guidance to school districts that any 

paraprofessionals supported with Title I funds must meet the 

federal requirement of high school diploma or equivalent, plus 

one of the following: (1) associate degree (or higher) or 

completed at least two years of college or (2) meets a standard 

of quality through a state or local assessment 

Virginia 8 Va. Admin. Code   

§ 20-671-330(B) 

Paraeducators must: 

Be at least 18 years old and have a high school diploma or 

equivalent and have one of the following:  

• two years of work experience with children or completed two 

years of coursework in a related field, or 

• upon employment complete within 60 calendar days of hire 

training specific to the assigned student population and job 

duties as they relate to the academic and behavioral progress 

of students 

Washington Wash. Admin. Code 

§ 179-03-020 

Paraeducators must: 

Be at least 18 years old and have a high school diploma or 

equivalent and have one of the following: 

• Qualifying score on the education testing service paraeducator 

assessment 

• Associate degree (or higher) or 48 college semester credits 

• Complete a Washington state-registered paraeducator 

apprenticeship program  

 

http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/Statutes/TITLE16/16-11.2/16-11.2-2.htm
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/Statutes/TITLE16/16-11.2/16-11.2-2.htm
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=5f5c1a70-6f8a-4e52-b347-4807d11adce1&config=00JAA3YmIxY2M5OC0zYmJjLTQ4ZjMtYjY3Yi02ODZhMTViYWUzMmEKAFBvZENhdGFsb2dfKuGXoJFNHKuKZG9OqaaI&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fadministrative-codes%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A63D6-32X1-JFKM-61D9-00008-00&pdcontentcomponentid=234125&pdteaserkey=sr0&pditab=allpods&ecomp=8s65kkk&earg=sr0&prid=e699e26a-9a9f-4c1e-a37a-db007ad2ca35
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=5f5c1a70-6f8a-4e52-b347-4807d11adce1&config=00JAA3YmIxY2M5OC0zYmJjLTQ4ZjMtYjY3Yi02ODZhMTViYWUzMmEKAFBvZENhdGFsb2dfKuGXoJFNHKuKZG9OqaaI&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fadministrative-codes%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A63D6-32X1-JFKM-61D9-00008-00&pdcontentcomponentid=234125&pdteaserkey=sr0&pditab=allpods&ecomp=8s65kkk&earg=sr0&prid=e699e26a-9a9f-4c1e-a37a-db007ad2ca35
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=5f5c1a70-6f8a-4e52-b347-4807d11adce1&config=00JAA3YmIxY2M5OC0zYmJjLTQ4ZjMtYjY3Yi02ODZhMTViYWUzMmEKAFBvZENhdGFsb2dfKuGXoJFNHKuKZG9OqaaI&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fadministrative-codes%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A63D6-32X1-JFKM-61D9-00008-00&pdcontentcomponentid=234125&pdteaserkey=sr0&pditab=allpods&ecomp=8s65kkk&earg=sr0&prid=e699e26a-9a9f-4c1e-a37a-db007ad2ca35
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=5f5c1a70-6f8a-4e52-b347-4807d11adce1&config=00JAA3YmIxY2M5OC0zYmJjLTQ4ZjMtYjY3Yi02ODZhMTViYWUzMmEKAFBvZENhdGFsb2dfKuGXoJFNHKuKZG9OqaaI&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fadministrative-codes%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A63D6-32X1-JFKM-61D9-00008-00&pdcontentcomponentid=234125&pdteaserkey=sr0&pditab=allpods&ecomp=8s65kkk&earg=sr0&prid=e699e26a-9a9f-4c1e-a37a-db007ad2ca35
https://education.vermont.gov/sites/aoe/files/documents/edu-cfp-hqp-instructions-and-definitions_0.pdf
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title8/agency20/chapter671/section330/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title8/agency20/chapter671/section330/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=179-03-020
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=179-03-020
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Background: Federal Law and Paraeducators 

When the federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) act was enacted in 2002, it required that all 

paraeducators working in Title I schools must either (1) have completed two years of study at an 

institution of higher education or earned an associate degree (or higher) or (2) met a rigorous 

standard of quality through a formal state or local assessment.  

 

Following the enactment of NCLB, some states only address paraeducator qualifications for those 

working in Title I schools or have two separate levels of qualifications with one for Title I schools. 

Other states have statewide qualifications that appear to satisfy the federal requirement regardless 

of the type of school. (To be a Title I school, children from low-income families must make up at 

least 40% of the enrollment, which qualifies the school to use Title I funds for schoolwide 

programs.)  

 

NCLB was most recently renewed by the 2015 Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). The ESSA does 

not set specific educational qualifications for paraeducators but requires that states maintain 

professional standards for Title I paraprofessionals, including qualifications that were in place the 

day before the ESSA was enacted (20 U.S.C. § 6311(g)(2)(M)). Thus, by requiring the existing 

qualifications be continued, ESSA requires the standard of NCLB be continued. 

 

 

JM:kl 

https://www2.ed.gov/programs/titleiparta/index.html
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/essa-act-of-1965.pdf

