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Offered by:

SEN. HARDING, 30th Dist.
SEN. SAMPSON, 16th Dist.

To: Subst. House Bill No. 7042 File No. 819 Cal. No. 429

"AN ACT CONCERNING IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FIREARM
INDUSTRY RESPONSIBILITY ACT, FIREARMS PERMITS AND
ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATES AND SELF-DEFENSE."

W

After the last section, add the following and renumber sections and

internal references accordingly:

"Sec. 501. Section 53a-55 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2025):

(@) A person is guilty of manslaughter in the first degree when: (1)
With intent to cause serious physical injury to another person, he causes
the death of such person or of a third person; or (2) with intent to cause
the death of another person, he causes the death of such person or of a
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third person under circumstances which do not constitute murder
because he committed the proscribed act or acts under the influence of
extreme emotional disturbance, as provided in subsection (a) of section
53a-54a, except that the fact that homicide was committed under the

influence of extreme emotional disturbance constitutes a mitigating
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circumstance reducing murder to manslaughter in the first degree and
need not be proved in any prosecution initiated under this subsection;
or (3) under circumstances evincing an extreme indifference to human
life, he recklessly engages in conduct which creates a grave risk of death
to another person, and thereby causes the death of another person.

(b) Manslaughter in the first degree is a class B felony.

(c) If a person is charged with a violation of the provisions of this

section, the charge may not be reduced, nolled or dismissed unless the

prosecuting authority states in open court such prosecutor's reasons for

the reduction, nolle or dismissal.

Sec. 502. Section 53a-56a of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2025):

(@) A person is guilty of manslaughter in the second degree with a
firearm when he commits manslaughter in the second degree as
provided in section 53a-56, and in the commission of such offense he
uses or is armed with and threatens the use of or displays or represents
by his words or conduct that he possesses a pistol, revolver, shotgun,
rifle, machine gun or other firearm. No person shall be found guilty of
manslaughter in the second degree and manslaughter in the second
degree with a firearm upon the same transaction but such person may
be charged and prosecuted for both such offenses upon the same

information.

(b) Manslaughter in the second degree with a firearm is a class C
felony for which one year of the sentence imposed may not be
suspended or reduced by the court.

(c) If a person is charged with a violation of the provisions of this

section, the charge may not be reduced, nolled or dismissed unless the

prosecuting authority states in open court such prosecutor's reasons for

the reduction, nolle or dismissal.

Sec. 503. Section 53a-60a of the general statutes is repealed and the
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following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2025):

(a) A person is guilty of assault in the second degree with a firearm
when he commits assault in the second degree as provided in section
53a-60, and in the commission of such offense he uses or is armed with
and threatens the use of or displays or represents by his words or
conduct that he possesses a pistol, revolver, machine gun, shotgun, rifle
or other firearm. No person shall be found guilty of assault in the second
degree and assault in the second degree with a firearm upon the same
transaction but such person may be charged and prosecuted for both

such offenses upon the same information.

(b) Assault in the second degree with a firearm is (1) a class D felony,
or (2) if the offense resulted in serious physical injury, a class C felony,
for which, in either case under subdivision (1) or subdivision (2) of this
subsection, one year of the sentence imposed may not be suspended or

reduced by the court.

(c) If a person is charged with a violation of the provisions of this

section, the charge may not be reduced, nolled or dismissed unless the

prosecuting authority states in open court such prosecutor's reasons for

the reduction, nolle or dismissal.

Sec. 504. Section 53a-60c of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2025):

(@) A person is guilty of assault of an elderly, blind, disabled or
pregnant person or a person with intellectual disability in the second
degree with a firearm when such person commits assault in the second
degree with a firearm under section 53a-60a and (1) the victim of such
assault has attained at least sixty years of age, is blind or physically
disabled, as defined in section 1-1f, or is pregnant, or (2) the victim of
such assault is a person with intellectual disability, as defined in section

1-1g, and the actor is not a person with intellectual disability.

(b) No person shall be found guilty of assault in the second degree or

assault in the second degree with a firearm and assault of an elderly,
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blind, disabled or pregnant person or a person with intellectual
disability in the second degree with a firearm upon the same incident of
assault but such person may be charged and prosecuted for all of such

offenses upon the same information.

(c) In any prosecution for an offense under this section based on the
victim being pregnant it shall be an affirmative defense that the actor, at
the time such actor engaged in the conduct constituting the offense, did
not know the victim was pregnant. In any prosecution for an offense
under this section based on the victim being a person with intellectual
disability, it shall be an affirmative defense that the actor, at the time
such actor engaged in the conduct constituting the offense, did not
know the victim was a person with intellectual disability.

(d) Assault of an elderly, blind, disabled or pregnant person or a
person with intellectual disability in the second degree with a firearm is
a class D felony and any person found guilty under this section shall be
sentenced to a term of imprisonment of which three years of the

sentence imposed may not be suspended or reduced by the court.

(e) If a person is charged with a violation of the provisions of this

section, the charge may not be reduced, nolled or dismissed unless the

prosecuting authority states in open court such prosecutor's reasons for

the reduction, nolle or dismissal.

Sec. 505. Section 53a-72b of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2025):

(@) A person is guilty of sexual assault in the third degree with a
firearm when such person commits sexual assault in the third degree as
provided in section 53a-72a, and in the commission of such offense, such
person uses or is armed with and threatens the use of or displays or
represents by such person's words or conduct that such person
possesses a pistol, revolver, machine gun, rifle, shotgun or other firearm.
No person shall be convicted of sexual assault in the third degree and
sexual assault in the third degree with a firearm upon the same
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transaction but such person may be charged and prosecuted for both

such offenses upon the same information.

(b) Sexual assault in the third degree with a firearm is a class C felony
or, if the victim of the offense is under sixteen years of age, a class B
felony, and any person found guilty under this section shall be
sentenced to a term of imprisonment of which two years of the sentence
imposed may not be suspended or reduced by the court and a period of
special parole pursuant to subsection (b) of section 53a-28 which
together constitute a sentence of ten years.

(c) If a person is charged with a violation of the provisions of this

section, the charge may not be reduced, nolled or dismissed unless the

prosecuting authority states in open court such prosecutor's reasons for

the reduction, nolle or dismissal.

Sec. 506. Section 53a-92a of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2025):

(a) A person is guilty of kidnapping in the first degree with a firearm
when such person commits kidnapping in the first degree as provided
in section 53a-92, and in the commission of said crime such person uses
or is armed with and threatens the use of or displays or represents by
such person's words or conduct that such person possesses a pistol,
revolver, machine gun, shotgun, rifle or other firearm. No person shall
be convicted of kidnapping in the first degree and kidnapping in the
tirst degree with a firearm upon the same transaction but such person
may be charged and prosecuted for both such offenses upon the same
information.

(b) Kidnapping in the first degree with a firearm is a class A felony.

(c) If a person is charged with a violation of the provisions of this

section, the charge may not be reduced, nolled or dismissed unless the

prosecuting authority states in open court such prosecutor's reasons for

the reduction, nolle or dismissal.
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Sec. 507. Section 53a-94a of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2025):

(@) A person is guilty of kidnapping in the second degree with a
tirearm when he commits kidnapping in the second degree, as provided
in section 53a-94, and in the commission of such offense he uses or is
armed with and threatens the use of or uses or displays or represents by
his words or conduct that he possesses a pistol, revolver, machine gun,
shotgun, rifle or other firearm. No person shall be convicted of
kidnapping in the second degree and kidnapping in the second degree
with a firearm upon the same transaction but such person may be
charged and prosecuted for both such offenses upon the same
information.

(b) Kidnapping in the second degree with a firearm is a class B felony
for which three years of the sentence imposed may not be suspended or

reduced by the court.

(c) If a person is charged with a violation of the provisions of this

section, the charge may not be reduced, nolled or dismissed unless the

prosecuting authority states in open court such prosecutor's reasons for

the reduction, nolle or dismissal.

Sec. 508. Section 53a-54a of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2025):

(a) A person is guilty of murder when, with intent to cause the death
of another person, he causes the death of such person or of a third
person or causes a suicide by force, duress or deception; except that in
any prosecution under this subsection, it shall be an affirmative defense
that the defendant committed the proscribed act or acts under the
influence of extreme emotional disturbance for which there was a
reasonable explanation or excuse, the reasonableness of which is to be
determined from the viewpoint of a person in the defendant's situation
under the circumstances as the defendant believed them to be, provided

nothing contained in this subsection shall constitute a defense to a
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prosecution for, or preclude a conviction of, manslaughter in the first

degree or any other crime.

(b) Evidence that the defendant suffered from a mental disease,
mental defect or other mental abnormality is admissible, in a
prosecution under subsection (a) of this section, on the question of
whether the defendant acted with intent to cause the death of another

person.

(c) Murder is punishable as a class A felony in accordance with
subdivision (2) of section 53a-35a unless it is (1) a capital felony
committed prior to April 25, 2012, by a person who was eighteen years
of age or older at the time of the offense, punishable in accordance with
subparagraph (A) of subdivision (1) of section 53a-35a, (2) murder with
special circumstances committed on or after April 25, 2012, by a person
who was eighteen years of age or older at the time of the offense,
punishable as a class A felony in accordance with subparagraph (B) of
subdivision (1) of section 53a-35a, or (3) murder under section 53a-54d
committed by a person who was eighteen years of age or older at the

time of the offense.

(d) If a person is charged with a violation of the provisions of this

section and if in the commission of such offense in the commission of

such offense he uses or is armed with and threatens the use of or uses or

displays or represents by his words or conduct that he possesses a pistol,

revolver, machine gun, shotgun, rifle or other firearm, the charge may

not be reduced, nolled or dismissed unless the prosecuting authority

states in open court such prosecutor's reasons for the reduction, nolle or

dismissal.

Sec. 509. Section 53a-54b of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2025):

(a) A person is guilty of murder with special circumstances who is
convicted of any of the following and was eighteen years of age or older

at the time of the offense: (1) Murder of a member of the Division of
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State Police within the Department of Emergency Services and Public
Protection or of any local police department, a chief inspector or
inspector in the Division of Criminal Justice, a state marshal who is
exercising authority granted under any provision of the general statutes,
a judicial marshal in performance of the duties of a judicial marshal, a
constable who performs criminal law enforcement duties, a special
policeman appointed under section 29-18, a conservation officer or
special conservation officer appointed by the Commissioner of Energy
and Environmental Protection under the provisions of section 26-5, an
employee of the Department of Correction or a person providing
services on behalf of said department when such employee or person is
acting within the scope of such employee's or person's employment or
duties in a correctional institution or facility and the actor is confined in
such institution or facility, or any firefighter, while such victim was
acting within the scope of such victim's duties; (2) murder committed
by a defendant who is hired to commit the same for pecuniary gain or
murder committed by one who is hired by the defendant to commit the
same for pecuniary gain; (3) murder committed by one who has
previously been convicted of intentional murder or of murder
committed in the course of commission of a felony; (4) murder
committed by one who was, at the time of commission of the murder,
under sentence of life imprisonment; (5) murder by a kidnapper of a
kidnapped person during the course of the kidnapping or before such
person is able to return or be returned to safety; (6) murder committed
in the course of the commission of sexual assault in the first degree; (7)
murder of two or more persons at the same time or in the course of a

single transaction; or (8) murder of a person under sixteen years of age.

(b) If a person is charged with a violation of the provisions of this

section and if in the commission of such offense in the commission of

such offense he uses or is armed with and threatens the use of or uses or

displays or represents by his words or conduct that he possesses a pistol,

revolver, machine gun, shotgun, rifle or other firearm, the charge may

not be reduced, nolled or dismissed unless the prosecuting authority

states in open court such prosecutor's reasons for the reduction, nolle or
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dismissal.

Sec. 510. Section 53a-54c of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2025):

(a) A person is guilty of murder when, acting either alone or with one
or more persons, such person commits or attempts to commit robbery,
home invasion, burglary, kidnapping, sexual assault in the first degree,
aggravated sexual assault in the first degree, sexual assault in the third
degree, sexual assault in the third degree with a firearm, escape in the
tirst degree, or escape in the second degree and, in the course of and in
furtherance of such crime or of flight therefrom, such person, or another
participant, if any, causes the death of a person other than one of the
participants, except that in any prosecution under this section, in which
the defendant was not the only participant in the underlying crime, it
shall be an affirmative defense that the defendant: (1) Did not commit
the homicidal act or in any way solicit, request, command, importune,
cause or aid the commission thereof; and (2) was not armed with a
deadly weapon, or any dangerous instrument; and (3) had no
reasonable ground to believe that any other participant was armed with
such a weapon or instrument; and (4) had no reasonable ground to
believe that any other participant intended to engage in conduct likely

to result in death or serious physical injury.

(b) If a person is charged with a violation of the provisions of this

section and if in the commission of such offense in the commission of

such offense he uses or is armed with and threatens the use of or uses or

displays or represents by his words or conduct that he possesses a pistol,

revolver, machine gun, shotgun, rifle or other firearm, the charge may

not be reduced, nolled or dismissed unless the prosecuting authority

states in open court such prosecutor's reasons for the reduction, nolle or

dismissal.

Sec. 511. Section 53a-59 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2025):
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(@) A person is guilty of assault in the first degree when: (1) With
intent to cause serious physical injury to another person, he causes such
injury to such person or to a third person by means of a deadly weapon
or a dangerous instrument; or (2) with intent to disfigure another person
seriously and permanently, or to destroy, amputate or disable
permanently a member or organ of his body, he causes such injury to
such person or to a third person; or (3) under circumstances evincing an
extreme indifference to human life he recklessly engages in conduct
which creates a risk of death to another person, and thereby causes
serious physical injury to another person; or (4) with intent to cause
serious physical injury to another person and while aided by two or
more other persons actually present, he causes such injury to such
person or to a third person; or (5) with intent to cause physical injury to
another person, he causes such injury to such person or to a third person

by means of the discharge of a firearm.

(b) Assault in the first degree is a class B felony provided (1) any
person found guilty under subdivision (1) of subsection (a) shall be
sentenced to a term of imprisonment of which five years of the sentence
imposed may not be suspended or reduced by the court and (2) any
person found guilty under subsection (a) shall be sentenced to a term of
imprisonment of which ten years of the sentence imposed may not be
suspended or reduced by the court if the victim of the offense is a person
under ten years of age or if the victim of the offense is a witness, as

defined in section 53a-146, and the actor knew the victim was a witness.

(c) If a person is charged with a violation of the provisions of this

section and if in the commission of such offense in the commission of

such offense he uses or is armed with and threatens the use of or uses or

displays or represents by his words or conduct that he possesses a pistol,

revolver, machine gun, shotgun, rifle or other firearm, the charge may

not be reduced, nolled or dismissed unless the prosecuting authority

states in open court such prosecutor's reasons for the reduction, nolle or

dismissal."
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This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:
Sec. 501 October 1, 2025 53a-55
Sec. 502 October 1, 2025 53a-56a
Sec. 503 October 1, 2025 53a-60a
Sec. 504 October 1, 2025 53a-60c
Sec. 505 October 1, 2025 53a-72b
Sec. 506 October 1, 2025 53a-92a
Sec. 507 October 1, 2025 53a-94a
Sec. 508 October 1, 2025 53a-54a
Sec. 509 October 1, 2025 53a-54b
Sec. 510 October 1, 2025 53a-54c
Sec. 511 October 1, 2025 53a-59
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