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General Assembly File No. 372 

February Session, 2026 Substitute House Bill No. 5002 

 

House of Representatives, April 2, 2026 
 
The Committee on Education reported through REP. LEEPER 
of the 132nd Dist., Chairperson of the Committee on the part of 
the House, that the substitute bill ought to pass. 
 

 
 AN ACT CONCERNING EDUCATION FUNDING, SPECIAL 
EDUCATION AND EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS.  

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Assembly convened: 
 

Section 1. Subdivision (9) of section 10-262f of the general statutes is 1 

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2 

2026): 3 

(9) "Foundation" means [(A) for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1990, 4 

three thousand nine hundred eighteen dollars, (B) for the fiscal year 5 

ending June 30, 1991, four thousand one hundred ninety-two dollars, 6 

(C) for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1992, four thousand four hundred 7 

eighty-six dollars, (D) for the fiscal years ending June 30, 1993, June 30, 8 

1994, and June 30, 1995, four thousand eight hundred dollars, (E) for the 9 

fiscal years ending June 30, 1996, June 30, 1997, and June 30, 1998, five 10 

thousand seven hundred eleven dollars, (F) for the fiscal year ending 11 

June 30, 1999, five thousand seven hundred seventy-five dollars, (G) for 12 

the fiscal years ending June 30, 2000, to June 30, 2007, inclusive, five 13 

thousand eight hundred ninety-one dollars, (H) for the fiscal years 14 

ending June 30, 2008, to June 30, 2013, inclusive, nine thousand six 15 

hundred eighty-seven dollars, and (I)] (A) for the fiscal [year] years 16 

ending June 30, 2014, [and each fiscal year thereafter] to June 30, 2026, 17 
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inclusive, eleven thousand five hundred twenty-five dollars, (B) for the 18 

fiscal year ending June 30, 2027, eleven thousand five hundred twenty-19 

five dollars adjusted by the percentage increase in personal income, as 20 

defined in section 2-33a, or the percentage increase in inflation, as 21 

defined in section 2-33a, whichever is greater, and (C) for the fiscal year 22 

ending June 30, 2028, and each fiscal year thereafter, the amount of the 23 

foundation for the prior fiscal year adjusted by the percentage increase 24 

in personal income, as defined in section 2-33a, or the percentage 25 

increase in inflation, as defined in section 2-33a, whichever is greater. 26 

Sec. 2. Section 10-252a of the 2026 supplement to the general statutes 27 

is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 28 

1, 2026): 29 

(a) As used in this section, sections 10-65, as amended by this act, 10-30 

252b and 10-264l, as amended by this act: 31 

(1) "Choice program" means (A) an interdistrict magnet school 32 

program, or (B) a regional agricultural science and technology center. 33 

(2) "Foundation" has the same meaning as provided in section 10-34 

262f, as amended by this act. 35 

(3) "Resident students" has the same meaning as provided in section 36 

10-262f, as amended by this act. 37 

(4) "Resident choice program students" means the number of part-38 

time and full-time students of a town enrolled or participating in a 39 

particular choice program. 40 

(5) "Total need students" has the same meaning as provided in section 41 

10-262f, as amended by this act. 42 

(6) "Total magnet school program need students" means the sum of 43 

(A) the number of part-time and full-time students enrolled in the 44 

interdistrict magnet school program of the interdistrict magnet school 45 

operator that is (i) not a local or regional board of education, (ii) the 46 

board of governors for an independent institution of higher education, 47 
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as defined in subsection (a) of section 10a-173, or the equivalent of such 48 

a board, on behalf of the independent institution of higher education, or 49 

(iii) any other third-party, not-for-profit corporation approved by the 50 

Commissioner of Education, for the school year, and (B) for the school 51 

year commencing July 1, 2024, and each school year thereafter, (i) thirty 52 

per cent of the number of part-time and full-time students enrolled in 53 

such interdistrict magnet school program eligible for free or reduced 54 

price meals or free milk, (ii) fifteen per cent of the number of such part-55 

time and full-time students eligible for free or reduced price meals or 56 

free milk in excess of the number of such part-time and full-time 57 

students eligible for free or reduced price meals or free milk that is equal 58 

to sixty per cent of the total number of students enrolled in such 59 

interdistrict magnet school program, (iii) twenty-five per cent of the 60 

number of part-time and full-time students enrolled in such interdistrict 61 

magnet school program who are English language learners, [and] (iv) 62 

for the fiscal years ending June 30, 2025, and June 30, 2026, if such 63 

interdistrict magnet school program is assisting the state in meeting its 64 

obligations pursuant to the decision in Sheff v. O'Neill, 238 Conn. 1 65 

(1996), or any related stipulation or order in effect, as determined by the 66 

commissioner, for the current fiscal year, thirty per cent of the number 67 

of part-time and full-time students enrolled in such interdistrict magnet 68 

school program, and (v) (I) for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2027, 69 

twenty-seven and one-half per cent of the number of part-time and full-70 

time students enrolled in such interdistrict magnet school program, (II) 71 

for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2028, twenty-five per cent of the 72 

number of part-time and full-time students enrolled in such interdistrict 73 

magnet school program, (III) for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2029, 74 

twenty-two and one-half per cent of the number of part-time and full-75 

time students enrolled in such interdistrict magnet school program, and 76 

(IV) for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2030, and each fiscal year 77 

thereafter, twenty per cent of the number of part-time and full-time 78 

students enrolled in such interdistrict magnet school program. 79 

(7) "Sending town" means the town that sends resident choice 80 

program students, which it would otherwise be legally responsible for 81 

educating, to a choice program. 82 
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[(8) "Receiving district" has the same meaning as provided in section 83 

10-266aa.] 84 

[(9)] (8) "Weighted funding amount per pupil" means the quotient of 85 

(A) the product of the foundation and a town's total need students for 86 

the fiscal year prior to the year in which the grant is to be paid, and (B) 87 

the number of resident students of the town. 88 

[(10)] (9) "In-district student" means a student enrolled or 89 

participating in a choice program operated or maintained by a local or 90 

regional board of education and for whom such local or regional board 91 

of education is legally responsible for educating. 92 

[(11)] (10) "Out-of-district student" means a student enrolled or 93 

participating in a choice program operated or maintained by a local or 94 

regional board of education and who does not reside in the town or a 95 

member town of such local or regional board of education. 96 

[(12)] (11) "Total revenue per pupil" means the sum of (A) the per 97 

student amount of the grant for a choice program student for the fiscal 98 

year ending June 30, 2024, (B) the per student amount of any general 99 

education tuition for a student in such choice program for the fiscal year 100 

ending June 30, 2024, and (C) the per child amount of any tuition 101 

charged for a child enrolled in a preschool program offered by a regional 102 

educational service center operating an interdistrict magnet school 103 

preschool program for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, pursuant to 104 

section 10-264l, as amended by this act. 105 

[(13)] (12) "Adjusted total revenue per pupil" means the sum of (A) 106 

the per student amount of the grant for a choice program student for the 107 

current fiscal year, (B) the per student amount of any general education 108 

tuition for a student in such choice program for the current fiscal year, 109 

and (C) the per child amount of any tuition charged for a child enrolled 110 

in a preschool program offered by a regional educational service center 111 

operating an interdistrict magnet school preschool program for the 112 

current fiscal year, pursuant to section 10-264l, as amended by this act. 113 
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[(14)] (13) "Sending town adjustment factor" means the product of (A) 114 

the weighted funding amount per pupil or the total revenue per pupil, 115 

whichever is greater, for a sending town, and (B) the number of its 116 

resident choice program students. 117 

(14) "New interdistrict magnet school program operator" means an 118 

interdistrict magnet school program operator that commences 119 

operations for a new interdistrict magnet school program on or after 120 

July 1, 2024. 121 

(15) "Comparable per student grant amount" means the per student 122 

grant amount received by other interdistrict magnet school program 123 

operators authorized to receive a grant under this section that are in the 124 

same region, as determined by the Commissioner of Education. 125 

(b) (1) (A) Except as otherwise provided in [subdivision (2) of this 126 

subsection] subparagraph (B) of this subdivision, for the fiscal [year] 127 

years ending June 30, 2025, and [each fiscal year thereafter] June 30, 128 

2026, an interdistrict magnet school program operator that is not a local 129 

or regional board of education shall be entitled to a grant in an amount 130 

equal to the sum of [(A)] (i) forty-two per cent of the difference between 131 

[(i)] (I) the product of the foundation and its total magnet school 132 

program need students, and [(ii)] (II) the per student amount such 133 

operator received under section 10-264l, as amended by this act, for the 134 

fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, multiplied by the number of students 135 

enrolled in such program for the current fiscal year, and [(B)] (ii) the 136 

amount described in subparagraph [(A)(ii)] (A)(i)(II) of this subdivision, 137 

except, [if such] for a new interdistrict magnet school program operator, 138 

[commences operations on or after July 1, 2024, for a new interdistrict 139 

magnet school program,] the per student amount such operator 140 

received for purposes of subparagraph [(A)(ii)] (A)(i)(II) of this 141 

subdivision [for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, shall equal the per 142 

student grant amount received by other interdistrict magnet school 143 

program operators authorized to receive a grant under this subdivision 144 

in the same region as determined by the Commissioner of Education] 145 

shall equal a comparable per student grant amount. 146 
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[(2)] (B) For the fiscal [year] years ending June 30, 2025, and [each 147 

fiscal year thereafter] June 30, 2026, if [(A)] (i) the quotient of the sum of 148 

the total revenue per pupil during the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, 149 

and the total number of such students enrolled in such program of such 150 

operator during the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, is greater than [(B)] 151 

(ii) the quotient of the sum of the adjusted total revenue per pupil and 152 

the number of such students enrolled in such program of such operator 153 

during the current fiscal year, then such operator shall be entitled to a 154 

grant in an amount equal to the sum of [(i)] (I) the amount described in 155 

[subdivision (1) of this subsection] subparagraph (A) of this subdivision, 156 

and [(ii)] (II) the product of the difference between the amount described 157 

in subparagraph [(A)] (B)(i) of this subdivision and the amount 158 

described in subparagraph [(B)] (B)(ii) of this subdivision and the total 159 

number of students enrolled in such program of such operator during 160 

the current fiscal year. 161 

(2) (A) Except as otherwise provided in subparagraph (B) of this 162 

subdivision, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2027, an interdistrict 163 

magnet school program operator that is not a local or regional board of 164 

education shall be entitled to a grant in an amount equal to the sum of 165 

(i) fifty-six per cent of the difference between (I) the product of the 166 

foundation and its total magnet school program need students, and (II) 167 

the per student amount such operator received under section 10-264l, as 168 

amended by this act, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, multiplied 169 

by the number of students enrolled in such program for the current 170 

fiscal year, and (ii) the amount described in subparagraph (A)(i)(II) of 171 

this subdivision, except for a new interdistrict magnet school program 172 

operator, such amount shall equal a comparable per student grant 173 

amount. 174 

(B) For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2027, if (i) the quotient of the 175 

sum of the total revenue per pupil during the fiscal year ending June 30, 176 

2024, and the total number of such students enrolled in such program of 177 

such operator during the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, is greater than 178 

(ii) the quotient of the sum of the adjusted total revenue per pupil and 179 

the number of such students enrolled in such program of such operator 180 
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during the current fiscal year, then such operator shall be entitled to a 181 

grant in an amount equal to the sum of (I) the amount described in 182 

subparagraph (A) of this subdivision, and (II) the product of the 183 

difference between the amount described in subparagraph (B)(i) of this 184 

subdivision and the amount described in subparagraph (B)(ii) of this 185 

subdivision and the total number of students enrolled in such program 186 

of such operator during the current fiscal year. 187 

(3) (A) Except as otherwise provided in subparagraph (B) of this 188 

subdivision, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2028, an interdistrict 189 

magnet school program operator that is not a local or regional board of 190 

education shall be entitled to a grant in an amount equal to the sum of 191 

(i) seventy per cent of the difference between (I) the product of the 192 

foundation and its total magnet school program need students, and (II) 193 

the per student amount such operator received under section 10-264l, as 194 

amended by this act, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, multiplied 195 

by the number of students enrolled in such program for the current 196 

fiscal year ending, and (ii) the amount described in subparagraph 197 

(A)(i)(II) of this subdivision, except for a new interdistrict magnet school 198 

program operator, such amount shall equal a comparable per student 199 

grant amount. 200 

(B) For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2028, if (i) the quotient of the 201 

sum of the total revenue per pupil during the fiscal year ending June 30, 202 

2024, and the total number of such students enrolled in such program of 203 

such operator during the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, is greater than 204 

(ii) the quotient of the sum of the adjusted total revenue per pupil and 205 

the number of such students enrolled in such program of such operator 206 

during the current fiscal year ending, then such operator shall be 207 

entitled to a grant in an amount equal to the sum of (I) the amount 208 

described in subparagraph (A) of this subdivision, and (II) the product 209 

of the difference between the amount described in subparagraph (B)(i) 210 

of this subdivision and the amount described in subparagraph (B)(ii) of 211 

this subdivision and the total number of students enrolled in such 212 

program of such operator during the current fiscal year. 213 
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(4) (A) Except as otherwise provided in subparagraph (B) of this 214 

subdivision, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2029, an interdistrict 215 

magnet school program operator that is not a local or regional board of 216 

education shall be entitled to a grant in an amount equal to the sum of 217 

(i) eighty-five per cent of the difference between (I) the product of the 218 

foundation and its total magnet school program need students, and (II) 219 

the per student amount such operator received under section 10-264l, as 220 

amended by this act, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, multiplied 221 

by the number of students enrolled in such program for the current 222 

fiscal year, and (ii) the amount described in subparagraph (A)(i)(II) of 223 

this subdivision, except for a new interdistrict magnet school program 224 

operator, such amount shall equal a comparable per student grant 225 

amount. 226 

(B) For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2029, if (i) the quotient of the 227 

sum of the total revenue per pupil during the fiscal year ending June 30, 228 

2024, and the total number of such students enrolled in such program of 229 

such operator during the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, is greater than 230 

(ii) the quotient of the sum of the adjusted total revenue per pupil and 231 

the number of such students enrolled in such program of such operator 232 

during the current fiscal year, then such operator shall be entitled to a 233 

grant in an amount equal to the sum of (I) the amount described in 234 

subparagraph (A) of this subdivision, and (II) the product of the 235 

difference between the amount described in subparagraph (B)(i) of this 236 

subdivision and the amount described in subparagraph (B)(ii) of this 237 

subdivision and the total number of students enrolled in such program 238 

of such operator during the current fiscal year. 239 

(5) (A) Except as otherwise provided in subparagraph (B) of this 240 

subdivision, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2030, and each fiscal year 241 

thereafter, an interdistrict magnet school program operator that is not a 242 

local or regional board of education shall be entitled to a grant in an 243 

amount equal to the product of the foundation and its total magnet 244 

school program need students, except for a new interdistrict magnet 245 

school program operator, such amount shall equal a comparable per 246 

student grant amount. 247 
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(B) For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2030, and each fiscal year 248 

thereafter, if (i) the quotient of the sum of the total revenue per pupil 249 

during the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, and the total number of such 250 

students enrolled in such program of such operator during the fiscal 251 

year ending June 30, 2024, is greater than (ii) the quotient of the sum of 252 

the adjusted total revenue per pupil and the number of such students 253 

enrolled in such program of such operator during the current fiscal year, 254 

then such operator shall be entitled to a grant in an amount equal to the 255 

sum of (I) the amount described in subparagraph (A) of this subdivision, 256 

and (II) the product of the difference between the amount described in 257 

subparagraph (B)(i) of this subdivision and the amount described in 258 

subparagraph (B)(ii) of this subdivision and the total number of 259 

students enrolled in such program of such operator during the current 260 

fiscal year. 261 

(c) (1) For the fiscal [year] years ending June 30, 2025, and [each fiscal 262 

year thereafter] June 30, 2026, an interdistrict magnet school operator 263 

that is a local or regional board of education shall be entitled to a grant 264 

in an amount equal to the sum of [(1)] (A) forty-two per cent of the 265 

difference between [(A)] (i) the sum of [(i)] (I) the sending town 266 

adjustment factors for each sending town, and [(ii)] (II) the product of 267 

the number of in-district students enrolled in the interdistrict magnet 268 

school program of such board and the per student amount of the grant 269 

under section 10-264l, as amended by this act, for an in-district student 270 

enrolled in such interdistrict magnet school program for the fiscal year 271 

ending June 30, 2024, and [(B)] (ii) the appropriate per student amounts, 272 

for in-district students and out-of-district students, such operator 273 

received under section 10-264l, as amended by this act, for the fiscal year 274 

ending June 30, 2024, multiplied by the appropriate numbers of in-275 

district students and out-of-district students enrolled in such program 276 

for the current fiscal year, and [(2)] (B) the amount described in 277 

subparagraph [(B) of subdivision (1) of this subsection] (A)(ii) of this 278 

subdivision, except, [if such] for a new interdistrict magnet school 279 

program operator, [commences operations on or after July 1, 2024, in a 280 

new interdistrict magnet school program,] the per student amount such 281 

operator received for purposes of subparagraphs (A)(ii) and (B) of this 282 
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subdivision [for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, shall equal the per 283 

student grant amount received by other interdistrict magnet school 284 

program operators authorized to receive a grant under this subdivision 285 

in the same region as determined by the commissioner.] shall equal a 286 

comparable per student grant amount. 287 

(2) For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2027, an interdistrict magnet 288 

school operator that is a local or regional board of education shall be 289 

entitled to a grant in an amount equal to the sum of (A) fifty-six per cent 290 

of the difference between (i) the sum of (I) the sending town adjustment 291 

factors for each sending town, and (II) the product of the number of in-292 

district students enrolled in the interdistrict magnet school program of 293 

such board and the per student amount of the grant under section 10-294 

264l, as amended by this act, for an in-district student enrolled in such 295 

interdistrict magnet school program for the fiscal year ending June 30, 296 

2024, and (ii) the appropriate per student amounts, for in-district 297 

students and out-of-district students, such operator received under 298 

section 10-264l, as amended by this act, for the fiscal year ending June 299 

30, 2024, multiplied by the appropriate numbers of in-district students 300 

and out-of-district students enrolled in such program for the current 301 

fiscal year, and (B) the amount described in subparagraph (A)(ii) of this 302 

subdivision, except for a new interdistrict magnet school program 303 

operator, such amount shall equal a comparable per student grant 304 

amount. 305 

(3) For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2028, an interdistrict magnet 306 

school operator that is a local or regional board of education shall be 307 

entitled to a grant in an amount equal to the sum of (A) seventy per cent 308 

of the difference between (i) the sum of (I) the sending town adjustment 309 

factors for each sending town, and (II) the product of the number of in-310 

district students enrolled in the interdistrict magnet school program of 311 

such board and the per student amount of the grant under section 10-312 

264l, as amended by this act, for an in-district student enrolled in such 313 

interdistrict magnet school program for the fiscal year ending June 30, 314 

2024, and (ii) the appropriate per student amounts, for in-district 315 

students and out-of-district students, such operator received under 316 



sHB5002 File No. 372 

 

sHB5002 / File No. 372  11 
 

section 10-264l, as amended by this act, for the fiscal year ending June 317 

30, 2024, multiplied by the appropriate numbers of in-district students 318 

and out-of-district students enrolled in such program for the current 319 

fiscal year, and (B) the amount described in subparagraph (A)(ii) of this 320 

subdivision, except for a new interdistrict magnet school program 321 

operator, such amount shall equal a comparable per student grant 322 

amount. 323 

(4) For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2029, an interdistrict magnet 324 

school operator that is a local or regional board of education shall be 325 

entitled to a grant in an amount equal to the sum of (A) eighty-five per 326 

cent of the difference between (i) the sum of (I) the sending town 327 

adjustment factors for each sending town, and (II) the product of the 328 

number of in-district students enrolled in the interdistrict magnet school 329 

program of such board and the per student amount of the grant under 330 

section 10-264l, as amended by this act, for an in-district student 331 

enrolled in such interdistrict magnet school program for the fiscal year 332 

ending June 30, 2024, and (ii) the appropriate per student amounts, for 333 

in-district students and out-of-district students, such operator received 334 

under section 10-264l, as amended by this act, for the fiscal year ending 335 

June 30, 2024, multiplied by the appropriate numbers of in-district 336 

students and out-of-district students enrolled in such program for the 337 

current fiscal year, and (B) the amount described in subparagraph (A)(ii) 338 

of this subdivision, except for a new interdistrict magnet school 339 

program operator, such amount shall equal a comparable per student 340 

grant amount. 341 

(5) For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2030, and each fiscal year 342 

thereafter, an interdistrict magnet school operator that is a local or 343 

regional board of education shall be entitled to a grant in an amount 344 

equal to the sum of (A) the sending town adjustment factors for each 345 

sending town, and (B) the product of the number of in-district students 346 

enrolled in the interdistrict magnet school program of such board and 347 

the per student amount of the grant under section 10-264l, as amended 348 

by this act, for an in-district student enrolled in such interdistrict magnet 349 

school program for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, except for a new 350 
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interdistrict magnet school program operator, such amount shall equal 351 

a comparable per student grant amount. 352 

(d) (1) For the fiscal [year] years ending June 30, 2025, and [each fiscal 353 

year thereafter] June 30, 2026, a local or regional board of education that 354 

operates a regional agricultural science and technology center shall be 355 

entitled to a grant in an amount equal to the sum of [(1)] (A) forty-two 356 

per cent of the difference between [(A)] (i) the sum of [(i)] (I) the sending 357 

town adjustment factors for each sending town, and [(ii)] (II) the product 358 

of the number of in-district students enrolled in such center and five 359 

thousand two hundred, and [(B)] (ii) five thousand two hundred 360 

multiplied by the number of students enrolled in such center for the 361 

current fiscal year, and [(2)] (B) the amount described in subparagraph 362 

[(B) of subdivision (1) of this subsection.] (A)(ii) of this subdivision. 363 

(2) For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2027, a local or regional board 364 

of education that operates a regional agricultural science and 365 

technology center shall be entitled to a grant in an amount equal to the 366 

sum of (A) fifty-six per cent of the difference between (i) the sum of (I) 367 

the sending town adjustment factors for each sending town, and (II) the 368 

product of the number of in-district students enrolled in such center and 369 

five thousand two hundred, and (ii) five thousand two hundred 370 

multiplied by the number of students enrolled in such center for the 371 

current fiscal year, and (B) the amount described in subparagraph (A)(ii) 372 

of this subdivision. 373 

(3) For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2028, a local or regional board 374 

of education that operates a regional agricultural science and 375 

technology center shall be entitled to a grant in an amount equal to the 376 

sum of (A) seventy per cent of the difference between (i) the sum of (I) 377 

the sending town adjustment factors for each sending town, and (II) the 378 

product of the number of in-district students enrolled in such center and 379 

five thousand two hundred, and (ii) five thousand two hundred 380 

multiplied by the number of students enrolled in such center for the 381 

current fiscal year, and (B) the amount described in subparagraph (A)(ii) 382 

of this subdivision. 383 
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(4) For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2029, a local or regional board 384 

of education that operates a regional agricultural science and 385 

technology center shall be entitled to a grant in an amount equal to the 386 

sum of (A) eighty-five per cent of the difference between (i) the sum of 387 

(I) the sending town adjustment factors for each sending town, and (II) 388 

the product of the number of in-district students enrolled in such center 389 

and five thousand two hundred, and (ii) five thousand two hundred 390 

multiplied by the number of students enrolled in such center for the 391 

current fiscal year, and (B) the amount described in subparagraph (A)(ii) 392 

of this subdivision. 393 

(5) For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2030, and each fiscal year 394 

thereafter, a local or regional board of education that operates a regional 395 

agricultural science and technology center shall be entitled to a grant in 396 

an amount equal to the sum of (A) the sending town adjustment factors 397 

for each sending town, and (B) the product of the number of in-district 398 

students enrolled in such center and five thousand two hundred. 399 

Sec. 3. Subdivision (2) of subsection (b) of section 10-65 of the general 400 

statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof 401 

(Effective July 1, 2026): 402 

(2) The board of education operating an agricultural science and 403 

technology education center may charge, subject to the provisions of 404 

section 10-65b, tuition for a school year in an amount not to exceed fifty-405 

nine and two-tenths per cent of the foundation level pursuant to 406 

subdivision (9) of section 10-262f, as amended by this act, per student 407 

for the fiscal year in which the tuition is paid, except that (A) such board 408 

may charge tuition for (i) students enrolled under shared-time 409 

arrangements on a pro rata basis, and (ii) special education students 410 

which shall not exceed the actual costs of educating such students minus 411 

the amounts received pursuant to subdivision (2) of subsection (a) of 412 

this section and subsection (c) of this section, and (B) (i) for the fiscal 413 

[year] years ending June 30, 2025, and [each fiscal year thereafter] June 414 

30, 2026, such board may charge such tuition in an amount not to exceed 415 

fifty-eight per cent of the amount such board charged during the fiscal 416 
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year ending June 30, 2024, (ii) for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2027, 417 

such board may charge such tuition in an amount not to exceed forty-418 

four per cent of the amount such board charged during the fiscal year 419 

ending June 30, 2024, (iii) for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2028, such 420 

board may charge such tuition in an amount not to exceed thirty per 421 

cent of the amount such board charged during the fiscal year ending 422 

June 30, 2024, (iv) for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2029, such board 423 

may charge such tuition in an amount not to exceed fifteen per cent of 424 

the amount such board charged during the fiscal year ending June 30, 425 

2024, and (v) for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2030, and each fiscal year 426 

thereafter, such board shall not charge tuition. Any tuition paid by such 427 

board for special education students in excess of the tuition paid for 428 

non-special-education students shall be reimbursed pursuant to section 429 

10-76g. 430 

Sec. 4. Subdivisions (1) and (2) of subsection (k) of section 10-264l of 431 

the 2026 supplement to the general statutes are repealed and the 432 

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2026): 433 

(k) (1) For the fiscal [year] years ending June 30, 2014, [and each fiscal 434 

year thereafter] to June 30, 2029, inclusive, any tuition charged to a local 435 

or regional board of education by [(A)] a regional educational service 436 

center operating an interdistrict magnet school, [(B)] the Hartford school 437 

district operating the Great Path Academy on behalf of Manchester 438 

Community College, or [(C)] any interdistrict magnet school operator 439 

described in section 10-264s, for any student enrolled in kindergarten to 440 

grade twelve, inclusive, in such interdistrict magnet school shall be in 441 

an amount equal to the difference between [(i)] (A) the average per pupil 442 

expenditure of the magnet school for the prior fiscal year, and [(ii)] (B) 443 

the amount of any per pupil state subsidy calculated under subsection 444 

(c) of this section plus any revenue from other sources calculated on a 445 

per pupil basis, except [for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025, and each 446 

fiscal year thereafter,] the per student tuition charged to a local or 447 

regional board of education shall not [(I)] (i) (I) for the fiscal years 448 

ending June 30, 2025, and June 30, 2026, exceed fifty-eight per cent of the 449 

per student tuition charged during the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, 450 
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(II) for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2027, exceed forty-four per cent of 451 

the per student tuition charged during the fiscal year ending June 30, 452 

2024, (III) for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2028, exceed thirty per cent 453 

of the per student tuition charged during the fiscal year ending June 30, 454 

2024, and (IV) for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2029, exceed fifteen per 455 

cent of the per student tuition charged during the fiscal year ending June 456 

30, 2024, or [(II)] (ii) for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025, and each 457 

fiscal year thereafter, for an interdistrict magnet school program that is 458 

authorized to charge tuition to a local or regional board of education 459 

under this subsection and commences operations on or after July 1, 2024, 460 

exceed the per student average tuition charged by interdistrict magnet 461 

school programs serving similar grade ranges in the same region as 462 

determined by the commissioner. For the fiscal year ending June 30, 463 

2030, and each fiscal year thereafter, a regional educational service 464 

center operating an interdistrict magnet school, the Hartford school 465 

district operating the Great Path Academy on behalf of Manchester 466 

Community College, or any interdistrict magnet school operator 467 

described in section 10-264s, shall not charge tuition to a local or regional 468 

board of education, except for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2031, and 469 

each fiscal year thereafter, such operator may charge tuition to a local or 470 

regional board of education if the grant to which such operator is 471 

entitled under section 10-252a, as amended by this act, is not calculated 472 

using a foundation amount that is adjusted by the greater of either the 473 

percentage increase in personal income, as defined in section 2-33a, or 474 

the percentage increase in inflation, as defined in section 2-33a, 475 

provided such tuition charged shall not exceed the difference between 476 

the amount of the grant such operator would have been entitled to 477 

receive for the fiscal year if such grant was calculated using the 478 

foundation, as defined in section 10-252a, as amended by this act, and 479 

the amount of the grant that such operator will receive for such fiscal 480 

year. If any such board of education fails to pay such tuition, the 481 

commissioner may withhold from such board's town or towns a sum 482 

payable under section 10-262i in an amount not to exceed the amount of 483 

the unpaid tuition to the magnet school and pay such money to the fiscal 484 

agent for the magnet school as a supplementary grant for the operation 485 
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of the interdistrict magnet school program. In no case shall the sum of 486 

such tuitions exceed the difference between the total expenditures of the 487 

magnet school for the prior fiscal year and the total per pupil state 488 

subsidy calculated under subsection (c) of this section plus any revenue 489 

from other sources. The commissioner may conduct a comprehensive 490 

financial review of the operating budget of a magnet school to verify 491 

such tuition rate. 492 

(2) For the fiscal [year] years ending June 30, 2016, [and each fiscal 493 

year thereafter] to June 30, 2029, inclusive, a regional educational service 494 

center operating an interdistrict magnet school offering a preschool 495 

program that is not located in the Sheff region shall charge tuition to the 496 

parent or guardian of a child enrolled in such preschool program in an 497 

amount up to four thousand fifty-three dollars, except such regional 498 

educational service center shall (A) not charge tuition to such parent or 499 

guardian with a family income at or below seventy-five per cent of the 500 

state median income, and (B) (i) (I) for the fiscal [year] years ending June 501 

30, 2025, and [each fiscal year thereafter] June 30, 2026, charge tuition to 502 

such parent or guardian in an amount not to exceed fifty-eight per cent 503 

of the tuition charged during the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, (II) for 504 

the fiscal year ending June 30, 2027, charge tuition to such parent or 505 

guardian in an amount not to exceed forty-four per cent of the tuition 506 

charged during the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, (III) for the fiscal 507 

year ending June 30, 2028, charge tuition to such parent or guardian in 508 

an amount not to exceed thirty per cent of the tuition charged during 509 

the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, and (IV) for the fiscal year ending 510 

June 30, 2029, charge tuition to such parent or guardian in an amount 511 

not to exceed fifteen per cent of the tuition charged during the fiscal year 512 

ending June 30, 2024, and (ii) except for an interdistrict magnet school 513 

preschool program that is authorized to charge tuition to a parent or 514 

guardian under this subsection and commences operations on or after 515 

July 1, 2024, charge tuition to such parent or guardian in an amount not 516 

to exceed the per child average tuition charged by interdistrict magnet 517 

school preschool programs in the same region as determined by the 518 

commissioner. The Department of Education shall, within available 519 

appropriations, be financially responsible for any unpaid tuition 520 
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charged to such parent or guardian with a family income at or below 521 

seventy-five per cent of the state median income. The commissioner 522 

may conduct a comprehensive financial review of the operating budget 523 

of any such magnet school charging such tuition to verify such tuition 524 

rate. For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2030, and each fiscal year 525 

thereafter, a regional educational service center operating an 526 

interdistrict magnet school offering a preschool program that is not 527 

located in the Sheff region shall not charge tuition to the parent or 528 

guardian of a child enrolled in such preschool program. 529 

Sec. 5. Subdivision (2) of subsection (m) of section 10-264l of the 2026 530 

supplement to the general statutes is repealed and the following is 531 

substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2026): 532 

(2) For the [school year commencing July 1, 2015, and each school 533 

year thereafter] fiscal years ending June 30, 2016, to June 30, 2029, 534 

inclusive, any interdistrict magnet school operator that is a local or 535 

regional board of education and did not charge tuition to another local 536 

or regional board of education for the school year commencing July 1, 537 

2014, may not charge tuition to such board unless (A) such operator 538 

receives authorization from the Commissioner of Education to charge 539 

the proposed tuition, and (B) if such authorization is granted, such 540 

operator provides written notification on or before September first of 541 

the school year prior to the school year in which such tuition is to be 542 

charged to such board of the tuition to be charged to such board for each 543 

student that such board is otherwise responsible for educating and is 544 

enrolled at the interdistrict magnet school under such operator's control, 545 

except for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025, and each fiscal year 546 

thereafter, the amount of such tuition charged to such other local or 547 

regional board of education shall not (i) for the fiscal years ending June 548 

30, 2025, and June 30, 2026, exceed fifty-eight per cent of the per student 549 

tuition charged during the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, for the fiscal 550 

year ending June 30, 2027, exceed forty-four per cent of the per student 551 

tuition charged during the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, for the fiscal 552 

year ending June 30, 2028, exceed thirty per cent of the per student 553 

tuition charged during the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, and for the 554 
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fiscal year ending June 30, 2029, exceed fifteen per cent of the per student 555 

tuition charged during the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, or (ii) for an 556 

interdistrict magnet school program that is authorized to charge tuition 557 

to a local or regional board of education under this subsection and 558 

commences operations on or after July 1, 2024, exceed the per student 559 

average tuition charged by interdistrict magnet school programs 560 

serving similar grade ranges in the same region as determined by the 561 

commissioner. In deciding whether to authorize an interdistrict magnet 562 

school operator to charge tuition under this subdivision, the 563 

commissioner shall consider (I) the average per pupil expenditure of 564 

such operator for each interdistrict magnet school under the control of 565 

such operator, and (II) the amount of any per pupil state subsidy and 566 

any revenue from other sources received by such operator. The 567 

commissioner may conduct a comprehensive financial review of the 568 

operating budget of the magnet school of such operator to verify that 569 

the tuition is appropriate. The provisions of this subdivision shall not 570 

apply to any interdistrict magnet school operator that is a regional 571 

educational service center or assisting the state in meeting its obligations 572 

pursuant to the decision in Sheff v. O'Neill, 238 Conn. 1 (1996), or any 573 

related stipulation or order in effect, as determined by the 574 

Commissioner of Education. For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2030, 575 

and each fiscal year thereafter, any interdistrict magnet school operator 576 

that is a local or regional board of education shall not charge tuition. 577 

Sec. 6. Subsections (b) to (d), inclusive, of section 10-264o of the 2026 578 

supplement to the general statutes are repealed and the following is 579 

substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2026): 580 

(b) For the fiscal [year] years ending June 30, 2013, [and each fiscal 581 

year thereafter] to June 30, 2029, inclusive, any tuition charged to a local 582 

or regional board of education by a regional educational service center 583 

or by Goodwin University Magnet Schools operating an interdistrict 584 

magnet school assisting the state in meeting its obligations pursuant to 585 

the decision in Sheff v. O'Neill, 238 Conn. 1 (1996), or any related 586 

stipulation or order in effect, as determined by the Commissioner of 587 

Education, for any student enrolled in kindergarten to grade twelve, 588 



sHB5002 File No. 372 

 

sHB5002 / File No. 372  19 
 

inclusive, in such interdistrict magnet school shall be in an amount equal 589 

to the difference between (1) the average per pupil expenditure of the 590 

magnet school for the prior fiscal year, and (2) the amount of any per 591 

pupil state subsidy calculated under subsection (c) of section 10-264l, 592 

plus any revenue from other sources calculated on a per pupil basis, 593 

except for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025, and each fiscal year 594 

thereafter, the per student tuition charged to a local or regional board of 595 

education shall not (A) (i) for the fiscal years ending June 30, 2025, and 596 

June 30, 2026, exceed fifty-eight per cent of the per student tuition 597 

charged during the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, (ii) for the fiscal year 598 

ending June 30, 2027, exceed forty-four per cent of the per student 599 

tuition charged during the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, (iii) for the 600 

fiscal year ending June 30, 2028, exceed thirty per cent of the per student 601 

tuition charged during the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, and (iv) for 602 

the fiscal year ending June 30, 2029, exceed fifteen per cent of the per 603 

student tuition charged during the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, or 604 

(B) for an interdistrict magnet school program that is authorized to 605 

charge tuition to a local or regional board of education under this 606 

subsection and commences operations on or after July 1, 2024, exceed 607 

the per student average tuition charged by interdistrict magnet school 608 

programs serving similar grade ranges in the same region as determined 609 

by the commissioner. If any such board of education fails to pay such 610 

tuition, the commissioner may withhold from such board's town or 611 

towns a sum payable under section 10-262i in an amount not to exceed 612 

the amount of the unpaid tuition to the magnet school and pay such 613 

money to the fiscal agent for the magnet school as a supplementary 614 

grant for the operation of the interdistrict magnet school program. In no 615 

case shall the sum of such tuitions exceed the difference between (i) the 616 

total expenditures of the magnet school for the prior fiscal year, and (ii) 617 

the total per pupil state subsidy calculated under subsection (c) of 618 

section 10-264l, plus any revenue from other sources. The commissioner 619 

may conduct a comprehensive review of the operating budget of a 620 

magnet school to verify such tuition rate. For the fiscal year ending June 621 

30, 2030, and each fiscal year thereafter, a regional educational service 622 

center or Goodwin University Magnet Schools operating an interdistrict 623 
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magnet school shall not charge tuition under this subsection, except for 624 

the fiscal year ending June 30, 2031, and each fiscal year thereafter, such 625 

operator may charge tuition to a local or regional board of education if 626 

the grant to which such operator is entitled to under section 10-252a, as 627 

amended by this act, is not calculated using a foundation amount that is 628 

adjusted by the greater of either the percentage increase in personal 629 

income, as defined in section 2-33a, or the percentage increase in 630 

inflation, as defined in section 2-33a, provided such tuition charged shall 631 

not exceed the difference between the amount of the grant such operator 632 

would have been entitled to receive for the fiscal year if such grant was 633 

calculated using the foundation, as defined in section 10-252a, as 634 

amended by this act, and the amount of the grant that such operator will 635 

receive for such fiscal year. 636 

(c) For the fiscal [year] years ending June 30, 2016, [and each fiscal 637 

year thereafter] to June 30, 2029, inclusive, a regional educational service 638 

center or Goodwin University Magnet Schools operating an interdistrict 639 

magnet school assisting the state in meeting its obligations pursuant to 640 

the decision in Sheff v. O'Neill, 238 Conn. 1 (1996), or any related 641 

stipulation or order in effect, as determined by the Commissioner of 642 

Education, and offering a preschool program shall charge tuition to the 643 

parent or guardian of a child enrolled in such preschool program (1) for 644 

the fiscal years ending June 30, 2025, and June 30, 2026, in an amount 645 

not to exceed fifty-eight per cent of the per child tuition charged during 646 

the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, (2) for the fiscal year ending June 647 

30, 2027, in an amount not to exceed forty-four per cent of the per child 648 

tuition charged during the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, (3) for the 649 

fiscal year ending June 30, 2028, in an amount not to exceed thirty per 650 

cent of the per child tuition charged during the fiscal year ending June 651 

30, 2024, and (4) for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2029, in an amount 652 

not to exceed fifteen per cent of the per child tuition charged during the 653 

fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, except such regional educational service 654 

center or Goodwin University Magnet Schools shall [(1)] (A) not charge 655 

tuition to such parent or guardian with a family income at or below 656 

seventy-five per cent of the state median income, and [(2)] (B) for an 657 

interdistrict magnet school preschool program that is authorized to 658 
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charge tuition to a parent or guardian under this subsection and 659 

commences operations on or after July 1, 2024, charge tuition to such 660 

parent or guardian in an amount not to exceed the per child average 661 

tuition charged by interdistrict magnet school preschool programs in 662 

the same region as determined by the commissioner. The Department 663 

of Education shall, within available appropriations, be financially 664 

responsible for any unpaid tuition charged to such parent or guardian 665 

with a family income at or below seventy-five per cent of the state 666 

median income. The commissioner may conduct a comprehensive 667 

financial review of the operating budget of any such magnet school 668 

charging such tuition to verify such tuition rate. For the fiscal year 669 

ending June 30, 2030, and each fiscal year thereafter, a regional 670 

educational service center and Goodwin University Magnet Schools 671 

operating an interdistrict magnet school and offering a preschool 672 

program shall not charge tuition under this subsection. 673 

(d) For the fiscal [year] years ending June 30, 2025, [and each fiscal 674 

year thereafter] to June 30, 2029, inclusive, any interdistrict magnet 675 

school operator described in section 10-264s that offers a preschool 676 

program shall charge tuition to the parent or guardian of a child 677 

enrolled in such preschool program (1) for the fiscal years ending June 678 

30, 2025, and June 30, 2026, in an amount not to exceed fifty-eight per 679 

cent of the per child tuition charged during the fiscal year ending June 680 

30, 2024, (2) for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2027, in an amount not to 681 

exceed forty-four per cent of the per child tuition charged during the 682 

fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, (3) for the fiscal year ending June 30, 683 

2028, in an amount not to exceed thirty per cent of the per child tuition 684 

charged during the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, and (4) for the fiscal 685 

year ending June 30, 2029, in an amount not to exceed fifteen per cent of 686 

the per child tuition charged during the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, 687 

except [(1)] (A) such interdistrict magnet school operator shall not 688 

charge tuition to such parent or guardian with a family income at or 689 

below seventy-five per cent of the state median income, and [(2)] (B) for 690 

an interdistrict magnet school preschool program that is authorized to 691 

charge tuition to a parent or guardian under this subsection and 692 

commences operations on or after July 1, 2024, shall not charge tuition 693 
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to such parent or guardian in an amount not to exceed the per child 694 

average tuition charged by interdistrict magnet school preschool 695 

programs in the same region as determined by the commissioner. The 696 

Department of Education shall, within available appropriations, be 697 

financially responsible for any unpaid tuition charged to such parent or 698 

guardian with a family income at or below seventy-five per cent of the 699 

state median income. The commissioner may conduct a comprehensive 700 

financial review of the operating budget of any such interdistrict magnet 701 

school operator charging such tuition to verify such tuition rate. For the 702 

fiscal year ending June 30, 2030, and each fiscal year thereafter, any 703 

interdistrict magnet school operator described in section 10-264s that 704 

offers a preschool program shall not charge tuition to the parent or 705 

guardian of a child enrolled in such preschool program. 706 

Sec. 7. Subsection (d) of section 10-66ee of the general statutes is 707 

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 708 

2026): 709 

(d) (1) As used in this subsection: 710 

(A) "Total charter need students" means the sum of (i) the number of 711 

students enrolled in state charter schools under the control of the 712 

governing authority for such state charter schools for the school year, 713 

and (ii) for the school year commencing July 1, 2021, and each school 714 

year thereafter, (I) thirty per cent of the number of children enrolled in 715 

such state charter schools eligible for free or reduced price meals or free 716 

milk, (II) fifteen per cent of the number of such children eligible for free 717 

or reduced price meals or free milk in excess of the number of such 718 

children eligible for free or reduced price meals or free milk that is equal 719 

to sixty per cent of the total number of children enrolled in such state 720 

charter schools, and (III) twenty-five per cent of the number of students 721 

enrolled in such state charter schools who are multilingual learners, as 722 

defined in section 10-76kk. 723 

(B) "Foundation" has the same meaning as provided in section 10-724 

262f, as amended by this act. 725 
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(C) "Charter full weighted funding per student" means the quotient 726 

of (i) the product of the total charter need students and the foundation, 727 

and (ii) the number of students enrolled in state charter schools under 728 

the control of the governing authority for such state charter schools for 729 

the school year. 730 

(D) "Charter grant adjustment" means the absolute value of the 731 

difference between the foundation and charter full weighted funding 732 

per student for state charter schools under the control of the governing 733 

authority for such state charter schools for the school year. 734 

[(2) For the fiscal year ending July 1, 2022, the state shall pay in 735 

accordance with this subsection, to the fiscal authority for a state charter 736 

school for each student enrolled in such school, the foundation plus four 737 

and one-tenth per cent of its charter grant adjustment. 738 

(3) For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2023, the state shall pay in 739 

accordance with this subsection, to the fiscal authority for a state charter 740 

school for each student enrolled in such school, the foundation plus 741 

twenty-five and forty-two-one-hundredths per cent of its charter grant 742 

adjustment. 743 

(4) For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, the state shall pay in 744 

accordance with this subsection, to the fiscal authority for a state charter 745 

school for each student enrolled in such school, the foundation plus 746 

thirty-six and eight-one-hundredths per cent of its charter grant 747 

adjustment.] 748 

(E) "Fully funded grant" means the product of (i) the foundation, and 749 

(ii) the total charter need students. 750 

[(5)] (2) For the fiscal [year] years ending June 30, 2025, [and each 751 

fiscal year thereafter] and June 30, 2026, inclusive, the state shall pay in 752 

accordance with this subsection, to the fiscal authority for a state charter 753 

school for each student enrolled in such school, the foundation plus 754 

fifty-six and seven tenths per cent of its charter grant adjustment. 755 

(3) For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2027, the state shall pay in 756 
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accordance with this subsection, to the fiscal authority for a state charter 757 

school for each student enrolled in such school, the foundation plus 758 

sixty-seven per cent of its charter grant adjustment. 759 

(4) For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2028, the state shall pay in 760 

accordance with this subsection, to the fiscal authority for a state charter 761 

school for each student enrolled in such school, the foundation plus 762 

seventy-eight per cent of its charter grant adjustment. 763 

(5) For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2029, the state shall pay in 764 

accordance with this subsection, to the fiscal authority for a state charter 765 

school for each student enrolled in such school, the foundation plus 766 

eighty-nine per cent of its charter grant adjustment. 767 

(6) For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2030, and each fiscal year 768 

thereafter, the state shall pay in accordance with this subsection, to the 769 

fiscal authority for a state charter school its fully funded grant. 770 

[(6)] (7) Payments under subdivisions (2) to [(5)] (6), inclusive, of this 771 

subsection shall be paid as follows: Twenty-five per cent of the amount 772 

not later than July fifteenth and September first based on estimated 773 

student enrollment on May first, and twenty-five per cent of the amount 774 

not later than January first and the remaining amount not later than 775 

April first, each based on student enrollment on October first. 776 

[(7)] (8) In the case of a student identified as requiring special 777 

education, the school district in which the student resides shall: (A) 778 

Hold the planning and placement team meeting for such student and 779 

shall invite representatives from the charter school to participate in such 780 

meeting; and (B) pay the state charter school, on a quarterly basis, an 781 

amount equal to the difference between the reasonable cost of educating 782 

such student and the sum of the amount received by the state charter 783 

school for such student pursuant to subdivision (1) of this subsection 784 

and amounts received from other state, federal, local or private sources 785 

calculated on a per pupil basis. Such school district shall be eligible for 786 

reimbursement pursuant to section 10-76g. The charter school a student 787 

requiring special education attends shall be responsible for ensuring 788 
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that such student receives the services mandated by the student's 789 

individualized education program whether such services are provided 790 

by the charter school or by the school district in which the student 791 

resides. 792 

Sec. 8. Section 10-76ddd of the 2026 supplement to the general 793 

statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof 794 

(Effective July 1, 2026): 795 

For purposes of determining the reasonable costs associated with the 796 

provision of special education and related services pursuant to 797 

subdivision [(7)] (8) of subsection (d) of section 10-66ee, as amended by 798 

this act, subsection (d) of section 10-76d, section 10-76g, subsection (a) 799 

of section 10-76i, subsection (b) of section 10-253, subsection (h) of 800 

section 10-264l and subsection (i) of section 10-266aa, (1) on and after 801 

July 1, 2026, "reasonable costs" means the amount allowed to be charged 802 

to a local or regional board of education by a charging entity, as defined 803 

in section 10-76a, under the individualized special education and related 804 

services rate schedule established pursuant to section 10-76aaa, as 805 

amended by this act, for the provision of special education and related 806 

services pursuant to a student's individualized education program, and 807 

(2) on and after July 1, 2025, there shall be no presumption that 808 

"reasonable costs" means the actual cost incurred for the provision of 809 

special education and related services pursuant to a student's 810 

individualized education program. 811 

Sec. 9. Subsection (f) of section 10-76aaa of the 2026 supplement to the 812 

general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu 813 

thereof (Effective July 1, 2026): 814 

(f) The Commissioner of Education shall consult with (1) ConnCase, 815 

(2) the Connecticut Association of Private Special Education Facilities, 816 

(3) the Children's League of Connecticut, and (4) any other approved 817 

nonprofit private providers of special education services and approved 818 

for-profit private providers of special education services as the 819 

commissioner deems necessary, for the purpose of developing proposed 820 

rates for special education services, excluding transportation services, 821 



sHB5002 File No. 372 

 

sHB5002 / File No. 372  26 
 

for all approved private providers of special education services. Not 822 

later than December 31, 2027, the commissioner shall develop proposed 823 

individual rates for each special education service, excluding 824 

transportation services, for all approved private providers of special 825 

education services, in accordance with the provisions of subsection (b) 826 

of this section, except for the period commencing July 1, 2025, until 827 

December 31, 2027, the commissioner may develop such individual 828 

rates for each special education service, in accordance with the 829 

provisions of subsection (b) of this section. Following the development 830 

of any such proposed rates, the commissioner shall submit all such 831 

proposed rates not later than January first following such development 832 

to the General Assembly for approval or disapproval. If the General 833 

Assembly fails to approve or disapprove such proposed rates on or 834 

before the March fifteenth after such submission, such proposed rates 835 

shall be deemed approved. Any such proposed rate that is approved by 836 

the General Assembly or deemed approved shall become effective on 837 

the July first following such approval. 838 

Sec. 10. Subdivision (1) of subsection (e) of section 10-76ggg of the 839 

2026 supplement to the general statutes is repealed and the following is 840 

substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2026): 841 

(e) (1) All aid distributed to a board of education pursuant to the 842 

provisions of this section shall be expended for special education 843 

purposes only. For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2026, and each fiscal 844 

year thereafter, if a board receives an increase in funds pursuant to this 845 

section over the amount it received for the prior fiscal year, such 846 

increase shall not be used to supplant funding for special education 847 

purposes. The budgeted appropriation for special education for any 848 

board receiving an increase in funds pursuant to this section shall be not 849 

less than the amount appropriated for special education for the prior 850 

year plus such increase in funds. For purposes of this subsection, 851 

"special education purposes" means the direct provision of special 852 

education and related services to students, Tier 2 interventions, 853 

academic and behavioral interventions, the hiring and salaries of special 854 

education teachers, paraeducators and behavioral and reading 855 
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specialists who work directly with students, equipment purchases and 856 

maintenance and curriculum materials. "Special education purposes" 857 

does not include any [(A)] administrative functions or operating 858 

expenses related to the provision of special education and related 859 

services. [, or (B) special education and related services provided by any 860 

third-party contractor.] 861 

Sec. 11. Subsection (a) of section 10-550b of the 2026 supplement to 862 

the general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu 863 

thereof (Effective July 1, 2026): 864 

(a) As part of Early Start CT, the state, acting by and in the discretion 865 

of the Commissioner of Early Childhood, may enter into direct or third-866 

party contracts to provide financial assistance to municipalities, local 867 

and regional boards of education, regional educational service centers, 868 

family resource centers, Head Start programs, preschool programs, 869 

nonprofit organizations, child care centers, group child care homes, 870 

family child care homes, as such terms are described in section 19a-77, 871 

and any other programs that meet standards established by the 872 

commissioner for the purpose of operating early care and education 873 

programs that focus on providing early childhood services based on 874 

economic, social or environmental conditions, including in regions with 875 

insufficient access to child care. [At least sixty per cent of the eligible 876 

children enrolled in an] Any early care and education program receiving 877 

financial assistance under Early Start CT shall [be] (1) ensure that at least 878 

sixty per cent of the children enrolled in such early care and education 879 

program are members of a family that is at or below seventy-five per 880 

cent of the state median income, and (2) give priority for child care 881 

spaces in such early care and education program to those families who 882 

were previously receiving a child care subsidy under the child care 883 

subsidy program, established pursuant to section 17b-749, but who no 884 

longer meet the income eligibility standards established by the 885 

commissioner for the child care subsidy program pursuant to subsection 886 

(b) of section 17b-749. No such financial assistance shall be available to 887 

[(1)] (A) any such child care center, group child care home or family 888 

child care home unless such center or home has been licensed by the 889 
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Commissioner of Early Childhood pursuant to section 19a-80 or 19a-890 

87b, or [(2)] (B) any such local or regional board of education or regional 891 

educational service center unless the preschool program is approved by 892 

the Department of Education. The commissioner shall ensure that the 893 

majority of such early care and education programs receiving such 894 

financial assistance shall serve children that reside in or attend early care 895 

and education programs located in priority school districts pursuant to 896 

section 10-266p, former priority school districts or towns with schools 897 

deemed severe need schools because forty per cent or more of the 898 

lunches served are served to students who are eligible for free or 899 

reduced price lunches pursuant to federal law. In determining whether 900 

to enter into a contract for financial assistance under this section, the 901 

commissioner may consider [(A)] (i) a community's participation in the 902 

state's subsidized child care subsidy program established pursuant to 903 

section 17b-749, and [(B)] (ii) the Centers for Disease Control and 904 

Prevention's social vulnerability index determined by census tract. 905 

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following 
sections: 
 

Section 1 July 1, 2026 10-262f(9) 

Sec. 2 July 1, 2026 10-252a 

Sec. 3 July 1, 2026 10-65(b)(2) 

Sec. 4 July 1, 2026 10-264l(k)(1) and (2) 

Sec. 5 July 1, 2026 10-264l(m)(2) 

Sec. 6 July 1, 2026 10-264o(b) to (d) 

Sec. 7 July 1, 2026 10-66ee(d) 

Sec. 8 July 1, 2026 10-76ddd 

Sec. 9 July 1, 2026 10-76aaa(f) 

Sec. 10 July 1, 2026 10-76ggg(e)(1) 

Sec. 11 July 1, 2026 10-550b(a) 

 
ED Joint Favorable Subst.  
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The following Fiscal Impact Statement and Bill Analysis are prepared for the benefit of the members of 

the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and explanation and do not 

represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber thereof for any purpose. In general, 

fiscal impacts are based upon a variety of informational sources, including the analyst’s professional 

knowledge.  Whenever applicable, agency data is consulted as part of the analysis, however final 

products do not necessarily reflect an assessment from any specific department. 

 

OFA Fiscal Note 
 
State Impact: 

Agency Affected Fund-Effect FY 27 $ FY 28 $ 

Education, Dept. GF - Cost 71.8 million 217.1 
million 

Note: GF=General Fund 

  

Municipal Impact: 

Municipalities Effect FY 27 $ FY 28 $ 

Various Local and Regional 
School Districts 

Revenue 
Gain/Savings 

See Below See Below 

Various Municipalities Revenue 
Gain 

See Below See Below 

  

Explanation 

The bill makes substantial changes to education funding which result 

in significant ongoing costs to the State Department of Education (SDE), 

a savings to most towns, and a net revenue increase to all impacted 

choice school operators, beginning in FY 27, as described below. The 

funding changes include annually increasing the Education Cost 

Sharing (ECS) foundation amount according to inflation beginning in 

FY 27 (which also applies to certain choice grants), phasing in various 

choice school grants to full funding over four years, and, 

correspondingly, eliminating tuition charged by such operators.  

The bill also expands the permitted uses of the Special Education and 

Expansion Development (SEED) grant and makes changes to Early Start 

CT. 
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Sections 1 – 7 result in a net cost to SDE of approximately $71.8 

million in FY 27 and $217.1 million in FY 28, with costs continuing to 

rise in the out years. The actual cost will vary based on enrollment, 

student demographics, and other annually updated data. The estimated 

cost to the General Fund in FY 27 through FY 30 by program is shown 

below. 

Estimated Cost to the General Fund in FY 27 - FY 30, 
sHB 5002 by Program (In Millions) 

 Program FY 27 FY 28 FY 29 FY 30 

ECS 23.7  119.4  240.3  364.2  

RESC Magnets 25.7  49.8  78.1  108.1  

BOE Magnets 8.3  18.5  31.6  46.4  

Charter Schools 12.4  25.6  39.8  53.8  

Vocational Agriculture 3.2  6.9  11.2  16.0  

SDE Tuition Savings (1.6) (3.1) (4.8) (6.4) 

TOTAL 71.8  217.1  396.2  582.1  
Notes: 
Estimates use FY 25 data, except for ECS which uses FY 26 data. The 
BOE magnets and Vo Ag estimates use the ECS data for sending 
towns from FY 25. 
Estimates include the impact of magnet seat increases (for RESC and 
BOE magnets) as anticipated by SDE in October 2025. 
SDE Tuition Savings are based on FY 25 tuition assistance payments. 

 

The charter school and ECS grant increases are equivalent to the net 

gains to towns and operators. The grant increases to magnet and Vo Ag 

operators are partially offset by the phase-out of tuition. Exact impacts 

will vary among operators due to the grant structures and annual data 

updates. The bill has a net positive impact to all operators of the affected 

programs in FY 27. Net revenue impacts by program are shown in the 

table below. 
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Estimated Total Revenue 
Impacts to Program Operators, 

FY 27 (In Millions) 

Program 
FY 27 Net 

Impact 

ECS 23.7 

RESC Magnets 13.6 

BOE Magnets 7.8 

Charter Schools 12.4 

Vocational Agriculture 1.4 

TOTAL 58.9 
Note: The table includes the impacts of 
both the change in the state grant and 
any tuition impacts for operators. 

 

ECS foundation amount. The bill requires the ECS foundation 

amount, currently $11,525, to increase annually beginning in FY 27, in 

line with inflation (as calculated for the spending cap).1 In FY 27, 49 

towns benefit from this change, and in FY 28, 159 towns benefit.  

Because the ECS foundation amount is tied to multiple other grants, 

increasing the foundation results in a cost to SDE and a corresponding 

revenue gain to towns and choice school operators through: (1) the ECS 

grant; (2) magnet school grants; (3) vocational agriculture (Vo Ag) 

grants; and (4) charter school grants.  

The SEED grant is also tied to the ECS foundation amount. However, 

as the grant is reduced proportionally within available appropriations, 

increasing the foundation does not change the grant distribution. 

Choice school formula grants phase-in and tuition phase-out. In 

recent years, the grants for charter schools, magnet schools, and Vo Ag 

have been overhauled to replace flat per-student grants with partially 

need based formulas. The new formulas' phase-in levels have remained 

unchanged since FY 25 and will remain unchanged in future fiscal years 

 
1 Pursuant to CGS Sec. 2-33a, the percentage increase in personal income or the 
percentage increase in inflation, whichever is greater. 
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under current law. The bill establishes a four-year phase-in schedule for 

the existing charter, magnet, and Vo Ag grant structures to reach full 

funding in FY 30. The schedule results in net revenue increases to these 

operators.  

The bill also gradually eliminates tuition to Vo Ag and magnet school 

operators through a four-year phase-out.2 This results in an annual 

savings beginning in FY 27 to: (1) towns that pay tuition to Vo Ag 

operators and to magnet school operators that charge tuition, which is 

most towns (155 of 169); and (2) parents who pay tuition for preschool 

programs offered by certain magnet school operators. The savings to 

sending towns from the tuition cap are anticipated to be approximately 

$13.4 million in FY 27. The savings increase annually until reaching 

approximately $55.6 million in FY 30 (and annually thereafter). 

The phase-out of tuition also results in an annual savings to SDE 

associated with decreasing, and eventually eliminating, tuition 

payments made on behalf of East Hartford, Manchester, and low-

income families who send children to preschool programs operated by 

certain magnet schools.3 

RESC magnet grant change. The bill alters the RESC magnet grant 

formula. Under current law, RESC operators in the Sheff region receive 

an additional student weight; the bill extends this weight to all RESC 

operators in FY 27 and partially phases it down from FY 27 through FY 

30, when it reaches 20%. This results in a cost to SDE and a 

corresponding gain to the operators newly receiving the weight. Sheff 

region RESC operators experience decreased gains due to the weight 

changes; however, there is a hold harmless provision that precludes a 

per student revenue loss from FY 24 levels. 

 
2 Under current law, tuition is capped at 58% of FY 24 levels. The amount of tuition 
paid by districts varies, from nothing for certain magnet schools to approximately 
$4,000 for other magnet schools and full-time Vo Ag programs. 
3 In FY 25, SDE's approximate tuition payments totaled $6.4 million as follows: (1) $2.6 
million for East Hartford; (2) $1.4 million for Manchester; and (3) $2.4 million for low-
income families who send children to preschool programs operated by certain magnet 
schools. 
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Numerous factors. The bill's fiscal impact in FY 27 and annually 

thereafter is subject to changes in many factors, including: (1) 

enrollment, including enrollment changes related to the Sheff 

settlement; (2) student characteristics; (3) the number of students sent 

from each town to any of the affected programs; (4) new or closed 

schools or programs (beyond those within the Sheff settlement); and (5) 

inflation.    

The bill's grants to BOE magnets and Vo Ag operators depend in 

large part on the student characteristics of the towns sending out-of-

district students to the programs and the ECS foundation amount, 

which vary from year to year under the bill.  While in a year the average 

change across towns is typically small, the change to the grant amount 

associated with students from any one town can be large (either lower 

or higher).  Any such changes will result in different grant totals than 

projected above (impacting the anticipated General Fund 

appropriations) and affect grants to the towns, districts, or RESCs 

operating the programs.  In FY 26, used for this estimate, the grant 

amounts for these students ranged from $11,544 (students sent from 

New Canaan) to $15,932 (students sent from Bridgeport).  The median 

town grant amount for FY 26 is $12,567.4 

Sections 8 and 9 make conforming and procedural changes which do 

not result in a fiscal impact. 

Section 10 expands the potential uses of the SEED grant to include 

special education and related services provided by a third-party 

contractor. 

Section 11 prioritizes Early Start CT childcare slots for families 

transitioning out of the Care4Kids program due to exceeding income 

 
4 Vo Ag and BOE magnet operators generally are not receiving these amounts in FY 
26, due to the partial phase-in currently in place. These amounts represent the full 
funding levels, which the bill would reach in FY 30. Additionally, the grant structures 
in place (and continued under the bill) ensure that every year, no Vo Ag or magnet 
operator receives less in total revenue (tuition plus grant) funding per student than in 
FY 24. The hold harmless provision is not necessary for charter schools. 
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limits. This results in no fiscal impact as the bill does not expand the 

total number of program slots or increase per-slot subsidies, and the 

Office of Early Childhood (OEC) can implement this prioritization 

within existing resources. 

The Out Years 

The bill's projected annual net costs to the General Fund (compared 

to current law) in the out years are $396.2 million in FY 29 and $582.1 

million in FY 30.  Costs relative to current law will rise annually beyond 

FY 30 due to the inflation adjustment to the ECS foundation amount.  As 

discussed above, the fiscal impact of the bill depends on many factors 

and will vary, possibly markedly, from this estimate, and year to year.  
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OLR Bill Analysis 

sHB 5002  

 
AN ACT CONCERNING EDUCATION FUNDING, SPECIAL 
EDUCATION AND EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS.  
 
SUMMARY 

This bill makes changes to education funding beginning in FY 27 by: 

1. annually increasing the foundation amount in the education cost 

sharing (ECS) formula grant using the same adjustment that 

applies to the state’s spending cap (§ 1); 

2. fully phasing in, over four years, increases in the choice grant 

program grants for (a) interdistrict magnet school operators and 

(b) regional agricultural science and technology centers (“vo-ag 

centers”) (§ 2); 

3. expanding one of the student weights for the magnet school grant 

to apply to all regional educational service center (RESC)-

operated magnet schools rather than just the ones in the Sheff 

(greater Hartford) region (§ 2);  

4. gradually phasing out tuition that may be charged by magnet 

schools and vo-ag operators over four years until no tuition may 

be charged by FY 30 (§§ 3-6); and 

5. fully phasing-in, over four years, increases in the charter school 

grant (§ 7). 

When the choice grant increases and the tuition phase-out are taken 

together, the four-year phase-in of grant increases corresponds with the 

four-year phase-out of the program operators’ ability to charge tuition 

to the sending towns (which is the student’s town of residence that 

would otherwise be responsible for educating the student). 
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The bill also requires: 

1. the State Department of Education (SDE) commissioner to 

consult with three specific organizations when developing 

special education services rates for approved private providers 

and expands the uses of the special education and expansion 

development (SEED) grant to include services provided by third-

party contractors (§§ 9 & 10), and 

2. child care programs funded by Early Start CT to give priority for 

child care spaces to those families who were previously receiving 

the Care 4 Kids child care subsidy but no longer meet the 

program’s income eligibility (§ 11).  

The bill also makes numerous technical and conforming changes 

(including in § 8). 

EFFECTIVE DATE: July 1, 2026 

§ 1 — ECS FOUNDATION INCREASE 

The bill increases the foundation amount, an important factor in 

determining how much ECS aid each town receives from the state, 

annually in line with any spending cap increase. Starting in FY 27, the 

foundation amount (currently $11,525) equals the prior year’s amount 

adjusted by the percentage increase in personal income or inflation, 

whichever is higher (see Background—Spending Cap Allowable Growth).  

While ECS is the largest grant that uses the foundation, it is also used 

in the calculations for choice grants and charter school grants (see 

below). Therefore, the increase in the foundation amount will generally 

increase each of those grants (as long as other factors such as enrollment 

are constant or grow). 

Background — Spending Cap Allowable Growth 

In the absence of emergency or extraordinary circumstances, the 

spending cap restricts the annual growth in general budget 

expenditures by the greater of the percentage increase in personal 
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income or inflation. 

The “increase in personal income” is the state’s compound annual 

growth rate in personal income over the preceding five calendar years, 

based on U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis data. The “increase in 

inflation” is the increase in the consumer price index for all urban 

consumers during the preceding calendar year (all items, except food 

and energy), calculated on a December over December basis using U.S. 

Bureau of Labor Statistics data (CGS § 2-33a(b)(1) & (2)). 

§ 2 — CHOICE GRANT INCREASES 

By law, the choice program grant gives funding to local or regional 

boards of education (“school boards”) that operate a magnet school 

(host magnet grants) or a vo-ag center (vo-ag grants). It also gives a 

grant to magnet schools operated by an entity that is not a school board, 

such as a RESC, an independent institution of higher education, or a 

third-party nonprofit organization the education commissioner 

approves (non-board of education magnet grants).  

In PA 24-81, the legislature significantly changed how these grants 

are calculated, including by incorporating student need weightings that 

mirror the ECS weightings (such as students who qualify for free or 

reduced price meals (FRPM) or who are English language learners). 

Generally, the added weights increase an operator’s per student grant 

amount.  

Currently, choice school operators do not receive the full amount of 

any funding increase resulting from the new grant calculation method; 

instead, the law entitles them to a portion of that increase. The bill 

increases this portion annually until the grant is fully phased-in. 

All three grant types also have hold-harmless provisions, which 

guarantee that a program operator receives at least as much funding per 

student as it did for FY 24 (the year before the choice grants were 

started). The bill continues these hold harmless provisions going 

forward. 
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Host Magnet and Vo-Ag Grants (§ 2(a), (c) & (d)) 

By law, the choice program grants for the magnet schools operated 

by a school board (a host magnet) and for vo-ag centers are calculated 

similarly.  

Phase-in Grant Increases. Under current law, a magnet operator’s 

or vo-ag center’s grant equals (1) the grant they would receive with the 

FY 24 grant method (under prior law) using enrollment for the current 

fiscal year and FY 24 tuition, plus (2) 42% of any increase above that 

amount resulting from the new grant calculation (the difference 

between the choice grant calculation (see below) and FY 24 revenue (FY 

24 grant with current enrollment plus FY 24 tuition)).  

Beginning with FY 27, the bill maintains the same method of 

determining the grants but increases the portion of the grant increase 

that an operator receives. As the percentage is increased, the grant 

amount for districts should rise, barring changes in other factors (such 

as falling enrollment). The bill has a four year phase-in of increases 

shown in the table below. Starting with FY 30, and all following years, 

the operator must receive the full choice grant. 

Table: Portion of Choice Grant Increase That Operators Receive 

FY Current Law Bill 

26 42% 42% 

27 42 56 

28 42 70 

29 42 85 

30 and 
beyond 

42 100 

 
Choice Grant Calculation. Under existing law and unchanged by 

the bill, the grant calculation is the sum of the (1) grant amounts for out-

of-district students, calculated for each sending town based on student 

need weightings and enrollment (the “sending town adjustment factor,” 

see Background — Sending Town Adjustment Factor) and (2) number of in-

district students for the choice program multiplied by the applicable 

per-student grant (magnet or vo-ag). (The applicable magnet school 

grant is the one that applied in FY 24 when the state had an array of 
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grants that depended upon the type of magnet school and when it was 

opened; the vo-ag grant amount is $5,200.) 

Non-Board of Education Magnet Grants (§ 2(a) & (b)) 

Under existing law and unchanged by the bill, a magnet school 

operator that is not a board of education is entitled to a grant equal to 

(1) the grant amount it would receive with the FY 24 grant method using 

current fiscal year student enrollment and FY 24 tuition, plus (2) 42% of 

any increase above that amount resulting from the new grant calculation 

(the difference between the non-board of education grant calculation 

(see below) and FY 24 revenue (FY 24 grant with current enrollment plus 

FY 24 tuition)).  

Phase-in Grant Increases. Beginning with FY 27, the bill maintains 

the same method of determining the grants but increases the portion of 

the grant increase that operators receive. As this increases, the grant 

amount for magnet school operators should rise, barring changes in 

other factors (such as falling enrollment). The bill’s four-year phase-in 

of increases for non-board of education magnet operators is the same as 

the one for host magnets and vo-ag centers (as shown in the table 

above). 

Non-Board of Education Grant Calculation. By law, the grant is 

calculated by multiplying (1) the foundation (see § 1 above) by (2) a 

school’s total magnet school program need students. 

The total magnet school program need students (1) counts full- and 

part-time students at the magnet schools; (2) generally uses the ECS 

student weights for student need (such as FRPM eligibility); and (3) 

includes, under current law, an additional Sheff region student 

weighting equal to 30% of the students enrolled in the magnet school 

(see Background — Sheff v. O’Neill). 

The bill eliminates the specific Sheff region weighting after FY 26 and 

instead creates a new general weighting applicable to all non-board of 

education magnets that is not tied to a specific student or school status. 

Then, it reduces this new weighting for all the magnets in four 
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increments as shown in the table below. The other aspects of total 

magnet school program need students are unchanged. 

Table: General Student Weighting for Non-Board of Education Magnets 

Fiscal Year Student Weighting % 

27 27.5 

28 25 

29 22.5 

30 and all following years 20 

 
Background — Interdistrict Magnet Schools and Vo-Ag Centers 

By law, an inter-district magnet school (magnet school) must (1) 

enroll no more than 75% of its students from the same district with at 

least 25% coming from other districts; (2) maintain an enrollment that 

meets state standards for a reduced-isolation setting; (3) support racial, 

ethnic, and economic diversity; and (4) enroll students who are at least 

half time. The state’s vo-ag centers serve high school students from 

multiple sending towns and provide an agricultural career education in 

addition to the comprehensive high school education.  

Background — Sending Town Adjustment Factor  

The “sending town adjustment factor” equals: 

1. the number of the town’s resident choice program students, 

multiplied by  

2. the greater of the sending town’s (a) weighted funding amount 

per pupil or (b) total revenue per pupil.  

The “weighted funding amount per pupil” equals (1) the foundation 

amount (see § 1) multiplied by a town’s total need students (student 

count with student weights added) for the fiscal year before the grant 

payment year, and then (2) divided by the number of a town’s resident 

students. The “total revenue per pupil” is the total revenue the operator 

received per pupil in FY 24. Effectively, the total revenue per pupil acts 

as the hold harmless per pupil amount for these grants as it is only used 

when the weighted funding amount per pupil would cause the operator 

to lose money compared to FY 24.  
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Background — Sheff v. O’Neill State Supreme Court Decision  

In this decision, the Connecticut Supreme Court ruled that the state 

had a constitutional obligation to remedy the educational inequities in 

Hartford schools caused by racial and ethnic isolation (Sheff v. O’Neill, 

238 Conn. 1 (1996)). The court ordered the state to craft a solution and 

the General Assembly enacted legislation to create voluntary 

desegregation in Hartford through magnet schools and other programs, 

such as Open Choice. 

The “Sheff region” includes the school districts for the towns of Avon, 

Bloomfield, Canton, East Granby, East Hartford, East Windsor, 

Ellington, Farmington, Glastonbury, Granby, Hartford, Manchester, 

Newington, Rocky Hill, Simsbury, South Windsor, Suffield, Vernon, 

West Hartford, Wethersfield, Windsor, and Windsor Locks. 

§ 3-6 — MAGNET SCHOOL AND VO-AG TUITION PHASE OUT 

The bill gradually phases out, over four years, tuition that magnet 

schools and vo-ag operators can charge a sending school district until 

tuition is prohibited starting in FY 30 (with certain exceptions beginning 

in FY 31).  

Current law caps the allowable tuition for vo-ag centers and magnet 

school operators at 58% of the amount they charged in FY 24. This 

applies to magnet school programs run by boards of education, RESCs, 

Goodwin University Magnets, or any other operator recognized in 

statute. Current law applies the same cap to the tuition that these 

operators can charge parents for their preschool programs.  

The bill phases out the authority to charge tuition to a sending district 

by capping tuition at an increasingly lower level in the following steps: 

1. 44% for FY 27, 

2. 30% for FY 28, 

3. 15% for FY 29, and  

4. prohibits charging tuition in FY 30 and all following years. 
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Exception to Ban on Tuition in FY 31 and Following Years 

Beginning in FY 31, the bill allows an exception to the tuition 

prohibition for certain magnets if the state fails to adjust the choice grant 

foundation amount in line with the increase in the spending cap. This 

applies to operators including RESCs, Goodwin University Magnet 

Schools, independent institutions of higher education, and third-party 

nonprofit organizations the education commissioner approves (but not 

to host magnets or preschool magnet programs). 

Under the bill, if the operator charges as the bill allows, it cannot be 

higher than the additional amount the operator would have received if 

the grant foundation was adjusted. (The bill does not indicate who 

informs the operator that the grant foundation had not been adjusted or 

when this notification would happen.) 

§ 7 — CHARTER SCHOOLS 

The bill creates a four-year phase-in of increases for the per-student 

state charter school grant. (State law allows both state and local charter 

schools; local charters are part of the local school district and receive 

funding as would any other school in that district.) 

Under current law, the grant for each student is the foundation (see § 

1) plus 56.7% of the charter grant adjustment (which effectively 

increases the foundation amount based on student need, see below). The 

bill increases the grant over a four-year period by increasing the portion 

of the charter grant adjustment the authority receives to: 

1. 67% for FY 27, 

2. 78% for FY 28, 

3. 89% for FY 29, and 

4. fully funded (the foundation multiplied by the total charter need 

students) for FY 30 and the following years. 

Charter Grant Adjustment and Related Definitions 

By law the “charter grant adjustment” is the absolute value of the 
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difference between the (1) foundation and (2) charter full weighted 

funding per student under the state charter school’s governing 

authority for that school year. The “charter full weighted funding per 

student” is calculated by (1) multiplying the total charter need students 

and the foundation, and then (2) dividing that amount by the number 

of enrolled students for that school year under the charter school’s 

governing authority.  

By law, the number of “total charter need students” is the number of 

enrolled students at the charter schools adjusted based on the student 

weights under ECS and the magnet school grants (such as eligibility for 

FRPM and English language learner status). 

§§ 9 & 10 — SPECIAL EDUCATION  

Private Special Education Provider Rates (§ 9) 

By law, SDE must develop proposed rates for special education 

services (excluding transportation) for all approved private providers of 

special education services by December 31, 2027. Under current law, the 

commissioner must consult with approved nonprofit and for-profit 

private providers of special education services when developing the 

rates. The bill additionally requires her to consult with (1) ConnCASE 

(Connecticut Council of Administrators of Special Education); (2) the 

Connecticut Association of Private Special Education Facilities; and (3) 

the Children's League of Connecticut, along with other providers the 

commissioner deems necessary. 

As required under existing law, the commissioner must submit the 

rates to the General Assembly the following January for approval.  

Special Education Grant Uses (§ 10) 

The bill expands the allowable uses of special education and 

expansion development (SEED) grants to include paying for special 

education and related services provided by a third-party contractor. It 

does so by eliminating the provision in current law explicitly excluding 

this use, but it retains existing law’s exclusions for administrative 

functions or operating expenses related to special education and related 



sHB5002 File No. 372 

 

sHB5002 / File No. 372  44 
 

services.  

By law, the grant can also be used for:  

1. directly providing special education and related services to 

students; 

2. Tier 2 interventions (targeted interventions for students who 

need help but usually have not been identified as needing special 

education), and academic or behavioral interventions; 

3. hiring and salaries for special education teachers, paraeducators, 

and behavioral and reading specialists who work directly with 

students; 

4. equipment purchases and maintenance; and 

5. curriculum materials. 

§ 11 — EARLY START CT 

The bill requires programs funded through Early Start CT to give 

priority for child care spaces to those families who were previously 

receiving the Care 4 Kids child care subsidy but no longer meet the 

program’s income eligibility requirements. Under existing law, 

unchanged by the bill, at least 60% of children enrolled in an Early Start 

CT funded program must be from families at or below 75% of the state 

median income (SMI). 

By law, the Office of Early Childhood commissioner must set the 

family income limit for Care 4 Kids eligibility at between 50% of the SMI 

and the maximum federal law allows, which is 85% of SMI (it is 

currently set it at 60%). Care 4 Kids is a state and federally funded 

program that gives a child care subsidy to income-qualified families 

with a parent or caregiver who is either working or engaged in an 

approved job training or educational program such as the Department 

of Labor’s Jobs First Program. 
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BACKGROUND 

Related Bill 

sSB 7, favorably reported by the Education Committee, also increases 

the foundation amount in the ECS and related grants. 

COMMITTEE ACTION 

Education Committee 

Joint Favorable Substitute 
Yea 45 Nay 0 (03/16/2026) 

 


