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General Assembly  Substitute Bill No. 5145  

February Session, 2026  

 
 
 
 
AN ACT CONCERNING THE PUBLIC HEARING REQUIREMENT FOR 
CERTAIN WATER COMPANIES REQUESTING TO CEASE 
OPERATIONS OR DISCONTINUE THE PROVISION OF WATER 
SERVICE.  

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Assembly convened: 
 

Section 1. Subsection (a) of section 16-46 of the general statutes is 1 

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 2 

1, 2026): 3 

(a) No public service company shall cease operations as a public 4 

service company, dissolve or terminate its corporate existence without 5 

the consent of the Public Utilities Regulatory Authority, except a water 6 

company, as defined in section 16-262n, as amended by this act, that (1) 7 

has failed to comply with an order issued pursuant to section 16-11, 25-8 

32, 25-33 or 25-34, concerning the availability or potability of water or 9 

the provision of water at adequate volume and pressure, or (2) the 10 

Public Utilities Regulatory Authority has determined does not possess 11 

economic viability pursuant to subsection (b) of section 16-262n, shall 12 

not cease its operations, or unilaterally discontinue the provision of 13 

water service to customers without the consent of both the Public 14 

Utilities Regulatory Authority and the Department of Public Health. 15 

Upon receipt of a request from a water company to cease its operations 16 

or discontinue the provision of water service, the Public Utilities 17 
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Regulatory Authority, in conjunction with the Department of Public 18 

Health, shall hold a public hearing and issue a final decision setting 19 

forth the actions the water company shall take to ensure a continuous 20 

supply of potable water at adequate volume and pressures, in 21 

accordance with the procedures and criteria set forth in sections 16-262n 22 

to 16-262q, inclusive, as amended by this act. 23 

Sec. 2. Subsection (c) of section 16-262n of the general statutes is 24 

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 25 

1, 2026): 26 

(c) Whenever any water company fails to comply with an order 27 

issued pursuant to section 16-11, 25-32, 25-33 or 25-34, concerning the 28 

availability or potability of water or the provision of water at adequate 29 

volume and pressure, or if the Public Utilities Regulatory Authority 30 

determines a water company does not possess economic viability 31 

pursuant to subsection (b) of this section, the Public Utilities Regulatory 32 

Authority, the Department of Public Health and, when its participation 33 

is required, the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, 34 

may, [or following a request from a water company filed pursuant to 35 

section 16-46, shall,] after notice to public and private water companies, 36 

municipal utilities furnishing water service, municipalities or other 37 

appropriate governmental agencies in the service area of the water 38 

company, conduct a hearing in accordance with the provisions of 39 

sections 4-176e, 4-177, 4-177c and 4-180 to determine the actions that 40 

may be taken and the expenditures that may be required, including the 41 

acquisition of the water company by a suitable public or private entity, 42 

to assure the availability and potability of water and the provision of 43 

water at adequate volume and pressure to the persons served by the 44 

water company at a reasonable cost. 45 

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following 
sections: 
 

Section 1 October 1, 2026 16-46(a) 

Sec. 2 October 1, 2026 16-262n(c) 
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CE Joint Favorable Subst.  

PH Joint Favorable  

 


