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Introducer(s):

Insurance and Real Estate Committee

Title: AN ACT CONCERNING SERVICE ANIMALS IN INSURANCE UNDERWRITING, THE
APPOINTMENT OF AN ADVOCATE IN PROCEEDINGS CONCERNING THE WELFARE OR
CUSTODY OF COMPANION ANIMALS, ASSAULT OF A DOMESTIC ANIMAL AND ESTABLISHING
AN ANIMAL ABUSE TASK FORCE.

Statement of Purpose: To: (1) Prohibit any homeowners insurance or tenants insurance policy from
discriminating based on owning any dog that is a dog trained or being trained as a service animal to assist
blind, deaf or mobility impaired persons or is a therapy animal, (2) allow the court to appoint an advocate in
proceedings concerning the welfare or custody of companion animals, (3) expand assault in the third degree to
include domestic animals, and (4) establish an animal abuse task force.

Bill History:

02-19-2026 REFERRED TO JOINT COMMITTEE ON Insurance and Real Estate Committee
02-20-2026 PUBLIC HEARING 02/24

03-12-2026 JOINT FAVORABLE SUBSTITUTE CHANGE OF REFERENCE Judiciary Committee
03-12-2026 FILED WITH LEGISLATIVE COMMISSIONERS' OFFICE

03-20-2026 REPORTED OUT OF LEGISLATIVE COMMISSIONERS' OFFICE

03-20-2026 FAVORABLE CHANGE OF REFERENCE, HOUSE TO COMMITTEE ON Judiciary
Committee

03-23-2026 FAVORABLE CHANGE OF REFERENCE, SENATE TO COMMITTEE ON Judiciary
Committee

Co-sponsor(s):

Rep. Anne M. Hughes, 135th Dist. Rep. Savet Constantine, 42nd Dist.
Rep. Kerry S. Wood, 29th Dist. Rep. Michael D. Quinn, 82nd Dist.
Rep. Cara Christine Pavalock-D'Amato, 77th Dist. Rep. Seth Bronko, 70th Dist.

Rep. Stephen R. Meskers, 150th Dist. Rep. Hector Arzeno, 151st Dist.
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