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PREFACE.

HOUGH Conne&icut be the

moft flourithing, and, pro-
portionally, the moft populous pro-
vince in North-America, it has
hitherto found no writer to intro-
duce it, in its own right, to the
notice of the world, Slight and
curfory mention in the accounts .
of other provinces, or of America
in general, has yet only been made
of it. The hiftorians of New-
England have conftantly endea-
voured to aggrandize Maffachufets-
" Bay as the parent of the other co-
lonies, and as comprehending all
that is worthy of attention, in that
A 2 country.
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country. - Thus Governor Hutch-
infon fays, in the Preface to his
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purpofes. Prudence di&tated, that
-~ their deficiency in point of right
to the foil they occupied, their
wanton and barbarous perfecutions,
illegal 'pra&ices, daring ufurpations,
&c. &c. had better be concealed,
than expofed to public view. To
diffipate this cloud of prejudice
and knavery, and to bring to ligllt
truths long concealed, is the mo-
tive of my offering the following
fheets to the world. I am bold
to affert, that Conneéicut merits a
fuller " account than envy or igno-
rance has yet {uffered to be given
of it; and that I have followed
the line of truth freely, and un-
biaffed by partiality or prejudice.

A3 The
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The Reader, therefore, will not
he furprifed, thould I have placed
the New-Englanders in a different
- light from that in which they have
yet appeared : their chara@erizers
have not been fufhiciently unpreju-
diced, unawed by power, or un-
affected by the defire of obtaining
it, always to fet them in the true
one. Dr. Mather and Mr. Neal
were popular writers; but at the
time they extolled the prudence
and piety of the coloniﬁs,'they {up-
prefled whatarecalled in New-Eng-
land unneceffary truths. Governor
Hutchinfon, who loved fame, and
feared giving offence, publifhed a
few only of thofe truths; which

' failed
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failed not to procure him a pro-
portionate fhare of popular diftruft
and odium. For my own part, I
believe. my readers will give me
credit, for having neither the fa-
vour nor-fear of man before me in
writing this Hiftory of Connedicut.
I difcard the one; I court not™
the other. My fole aim has been
to reprefent the country, the peo-
ple, and their tranfa&ions, in pro-

per colours. |
Too much, however, muft not
be expeted from me. I am very
fenfible of many great defe@s in
this performance, wherein very
little afliftance was to be obtained
from the publications of others.
‘ Mr.
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Mr. Chalmers, indeed, who Is
writing ¢ Political Annals of the
prefent United Colonies,” purfues
that tatk with great pains and ad-
drefs. His refearches have been of
fome ufe to me; but, as to the New-
England writers, error, difguife, and
mifreprefentation, too much abound
in them to be ferviceable in this un-
dertaking, though they related more
+ to the fubje@ than they do. The
good-natured critic, therefore, will
excufe the want of a regular and
conne&ted detail of fa&ts and
events, which it was impoflible for
me to preferve, having been de-
prived of papers of my anceftors,
which would have given my re-

‘ lation
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lation that and other advan-
tagés. I hope, therefore, for
much indulgence, firiking, as I
have -done, into a.new and dark
path, almoft wholly without a
guide, - If I have carried my-.
felf through it, though with
fome digreflions, yet without in-
curring the danger of being ac-
counted a deceiver, my difordered
garb will, I prefume, find anapo-
logy in the ruggednefs of the road,
~and my {cripture phrafeology- be.
- afcribed to the ufage of my coun-

try. | |
For three generations my fore-
fathers were careful obfervers of the
proceedings of the Conne&icut co-
lonifts;
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lonifts; and, if their papers and my-
felf fhould continue in exiftence till
a return of peace fhall reftore them
to my pofleflion, I truft the Public.
will not be difpleafed with ‘the de-
fign I have of commiting them to
the prefs. In the mean time, left
that event fhould never take place, -
I beg their acceptance of the pre-~
fent volume, which, whatever other
hiftorical requifite it may. want,
muft, I think, be allowed to pof-
fefs originality and truth, (rare pro-
perties in modern publications,} and
~ therefore, I hope, will not be deemed
- unworthy the public favour,
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Fﬂf HHFTER feveral unfuccefsful

'”i”i attempts to form fettlements
§: 3%”{ in the fouthern parts of
gy J‘ '4 _,g North - America, in which
little more had been done than giving the
name  Virginia, in compliment to the
Virgin-queen Elizabeth, to the country,
a patent was obtained, in 1606, from
James I. by Sir Thomas Gates and Af-
fociates, of all lands there between the
34th and 45th degrees of North latitude :
and, at the patentees own folicitation, they
were divided into two Companies, com-
monly denominated the London and

Ply-
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Plymouth Companies; to the former
of which were granted all the lands
between the 34th and 41ft degrees of
North latitude, and to the latter all thofe
between the 38th and 4s5th degrees.
A part of the coaft of the territory laft
mentioned being explored in 1614, and
a chart prefented to the then' Prince
of Wales, afterwards Charles I, it re-
ceived from him the appellation of New-
England. . ‘
In the mean time, however, notwith-
ftanding the claim of the Englith in gene-
ral to North America, and the particular
grant to Sir Thomas Gates and Affociates,-
above-mentioned, the Duatch got footing
on Manahattan or New-York Ifland, puth~
ed up Hudfon’s river as high as Al-
bany, and were beginning to fpread on
its banks, when, in 1614, they were
| compelled by Sir Samuel Argal to acknow-
ledge themfelves fubjes of the King of
England, and {ubmit to the authority of

the Governor of Virginia. :
For



CONNECTICUT. *
For the better enabling them to ac<
tomplith their American undertakings;
the Plymouth Company, in 1620; ob-
tained a new patent, admitting. new mems=
bers of rank and fortune. By this they
were ftyled © The Council, eftablithed at
“ Plymouth, for planting and governing
¢ that country called New-England ;” and
to them wete now granted all the lands be=
tween the 4oth and 48th degrees of N. la-
titude, and extending Eaft and Weit frois
the Atlantic Ocean to the Soiith Sea,
except fuch as were then a&ually poffeffed
by any chriftian prince or people. Not
- long afterwards, the patentees came to
the refolution of making a divifion of the
country among themfelves by lot, which
they did in the prefence of James I. The
map of New England, &c. publithed by
Purchas in i62¢, which is now become
fcarce, and probably the only memorial
extant of the refult, has the following
names on the following portions of the
coaft :

B Earl
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Earl of Arundel }Bctwccn the rivers
S

- Sir Ferdinando Gorges! St. Croix and

- Earl of Carlifle Penobfcot. .
Lord Keeper - yBetween Penobfcot
Sir William Belafis } and Sagadahoc
Sir Robert Manfell river.

Earl of Holdernefs

Earl of Pembroke

Lord Sheffield

Sir Henry Spelman ) ‘
Sir William Apfley |Between Sagada-

Captain Love N hoé and Charles
Duke of Buckingham |  river,
Earl of Warwick

Duke of Richmond
Mr. Jennings

" Dr. Sutcliffe J
Lord Gorges Between Charles
Sir Samuel Argal } river and Nar-
Dr. Bar. Gooch _raganfet.

In the above map, no names appear on
the coaft north of the river St. Croix, i. e,
Nova Scotia, which was relinquithed by

‘the
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the patentees in favour of Sir William
Alexander : the coaft weft of Narra-
ganfet is not exhibited by Purchas, fo that
it is uncertain whether the divifion above
mentioned extended to that or not. . Pro-
bably, it was not then (uﬁicfently explored.
However, in 1635, the pitentees, from
the exigency of their affairs, thinking a
furrender of their patent to the King,
with refervation of their feveral rights in
regard to the property of the land, an
advifeable meafure, a new divifion of the
coaft was ftruck out, conﬁfhng of twelve
lots, extending to and comprizing land
on the weft fide of Hudfon’s river, and of
courfe the Datch fcttlements at Manahat-
tan. The followmg is an account of thefe
lots: A
¢ 1. From the river St. Croxx to Pema-
quid.
2. From Pemaquid to Sagadahoc.’
3. The land between the rivers Ama-
ralcoggin and Kenebec., ,
B 2 4. From
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. 4. From Sagadahoc along the fea-coaft

to Pifcataqua.

5. From Pifcataqua to Naumkeak [or
Salem]. '

6. From Naumkeak, round the fea-
coaft by Cape Cod, to Narragan-

~Afet.

». From Narraganfet to the half-way
bound between that and Connedti-
cut river, and fo fifty miles up into
the country.

8. From the half-way bound to Con-’

ne&icut river, and fo fifty miles into
the country.
9. From Conne&icut river, along the
“fea-coaft; to Hudfon’s river, and fo
up thirty miles. :
10, From the thirty miles end to crofe
up forty miles eaftward.
t1. From the Weft fide of Hudfon’s
river thirty miles up the country to-
wards the fortieth degree, where
" New-England beginneth.
’ ' 313, From
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12, From the end of the thirty miles
up the faid river, Northward thirty
miles further, and from thence to
crofs into the land forty miles.”

Hutch, Hift. of Maf|. Bay.

Thefe divifions were, immediately on
the above-mentioned furrender, to be con-
firmed by the King to the proprietors ;
and propofed to be ereted into fo many
diftin& provinces, under one general
Governor of New-England. It is certain
that this plan was not then carried into
execution in the whole, Several, if not
all, of the lots were formally conveyed to
their refpe@ive owners previous go the re-
fignation of the patent, How many were
confirmed by the King, is not known:
there is pofitive evidence but of one—
to Sir Ferdinando Gorges,

The eighth and ninth lots nearly form
the province of ConNEcTICUT, taking
its name from the great Indian king who
reigned when the Englith made their firft
jnroads into the country, '

B3 - But
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“But before I give an account of that
event, it may be proper to premife a few
particulars concerning the Dutch, al-
ready fpoken of as having feated them-
~ felves on New-York ifland and the banks
of Hudfon’s river; and alfo concerning
the fettlernents formed by the Engllfh in’
and near the Maffachufets—Bay '
The fame ycar which eftablithed the
Council at Pl)"rnouth, eftablithed alfo the
Dutch ‘Weﬁ-Ihdi_a Company, to whom
the States of Holland are faid to have’
granted, the year after, all the lands be-"
tween the Capes Cod and Henlopen.
Under their’ encouragement and fupport, -
the Dutch at New-Yark were induced to
look npon the a& of Argal with contempt;
accordingly they revolted from the alle-
giance he had impofed upon them, caft off
the authority of their Englith Governor,
and proceeded in their colonifing purfuits
under one of their own nation :—in which
they feem to have employed their wonted
induftry, having, before the year 1637,
erected
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ere&ed a fort on the fpot where Hertford
now ftands.

A party of Browniffs, who, in 1619,
are faid to have obtained a grant of land
from the Virginia Company, fet fail on
the 6th of September, in the following
year, for Hudfon’s river ; but making, on
the 11th of November, the harbour of
Cape Cod, inftead of the place of their
deftination, and finding themfelves not.in
a fit condition to pat to fea again at fuch a
latz feafon of the year, they ranged along
the coaft till a commodious fituation
prefented itfelf, where they difembarked,
and founded the colony of New Ply-
mouth. C

Seven years afterwards, a party of Pu-
ritans procured a grant of the lands from
Merrimack river to the fouthernmoft part
of Maffachufets-Bay. They made their
firft fettlement at Naumkeak, by them
new named Salem; and a fecond at
Charleftown. Great numbers of the Pu-
sitanic fe&t followed their brethren to

B4 New-



8 HISTORY OF

New-England ; fo that within a few yeass
were laid the foundations of Bofton and
other towns upon the Maffachufets coaft.
Thus far had colonization taken place
in the neighbouring country, when, in
1634, the firft part of Englith adventurers
arrived in Connecticut from England *, -
under the condu@ of George Fenwick,
-Efq; and the Rev. Thomas Peters, and
eftablithed themfelves at the mouth of the
‘river Connecticut, where they built a
town which they called Saybrook a
church and a fort.
In 1636 another party proceeded from
Bofton under the conduét of Mr. John
Haynes and the Rev, Thomas Hooker ;
and in June fettled on the Weft Bank of
Connecticut river, where Hertford now
flands, notwithftanding the Dutch had
- found their way thither before them.
® Mather, Neal, Hutchinfon, and other writers
of New-England hiftory, haye uniformly deviated

from the truth in reprefenting Conne&icut as ha-
ving been firft fettled by emigrants from their dar-

~ ling Maflachufets-Bay,
A third
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A third party of Englifh fettlers in
Conneicut were headed by Mr. Theo-
philus Eaton and the Rev. Joha Paven-
port, who left England early in 1637, and,
contrary to the advice of the people of
the Mafachufets-Bay, who were very de-
firous of ‘their fettling in that province,
fixed themfelves, in July following, on the
North fide of a {mall bay wherein the
siver Quinnipiack empties itfelf, forty
miles S. W. of Hertford, and there built
the town of Newhaven.

Thus, within the fpace of three years,
was Conne&icut feized upon by three
diftin@ Englith parties, in three different
places, forming a triangle ;—Dby what au-
thority I will now beg leave to enquire.

In favour of the firft, it is alleged,
that they purchafed part of the lands be-
~ longing to the Lords Say and Brook,
which lands included the 8th and
gth lots, and had been affigned to thofe
Lords by the Earl of Warwick, who,
- about the year 1630, obtained a grant of
the
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the fame from the Council of Plymouth,
and ‘a patent from the King ; and that
Feniwick was properly commiffioned to
fettle and govern the colony. -

Neal, Douglas, and Hutchinfon, fpeak
of this grant and aflignment with the
greateft confidence ; but make no re-
ference where either may be confulted.
They were very willing to believe what
they faid ;' and wilhed to palm it upon
the credulity of their readers as a fa& too
well eftablithed to ‘need proof. I fhall
endeavour to thew the futility of their af-
fertions. Indeed, Mr. Hutchinfon him-
{elf inadvertently gives reafon to doubt the
truth of them. Writing of the tranfactions
of 1622, * The Earl of Warwick,”” fays
he, ¢ we are affured, had a patent for the
¢« Maflachufets-Bay about the fame time,
¢ but the bounds are not known.” It will
appear prefently thata part of the territory
in queftion was, in 1635, granted to the

Turquis of Hamilton. Now, taking thefe .
fzveral items together, the Council of Ply-

mouth
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mouth are reprefented to have granted, not
only Maffachufets-Bay in 1622, but alfo,
in 1630, a region of vaft extent, including
Conneticut, to the Earl of Warwick; and
then, in 1635, to have regranted the beft
part of thé latter ta the Murquis of Humil-
ton. There is an infeafibility in this fup-
pofition, that, without procf, will deprive
it of all credit among pzrfons who have
no particular intereft'in the fupport of it.

True it is, that Fenwick and his affo-
ciates were properly authorized to fettle
upon lands belonging to Lords Say and
Brook ; but that the lands they did
fettle upon were the property “of the
Earl of Warwick, is not only without
proof, but againft it. It feems to.be
generally agreed, that the Lords Say and
Brook were underftood to have a right to
lands upon Conneicut river; but that
river being 500 iniles long, and running
through the greateft part of New-England,
the fituation of their property was by no
meanus pointed out : wlicther it lay at the

' mouth,
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mouth, the middle, or northern end, was'
- equally wnafcertained. The fettlers, indeed, )
eftablithed themfelves at the mouth ; but
without thewing their right to ‘the fpot :
—they licentioufly cbofe it. There never
- bas been produced any writing of con-
veyance of the land in queftion from the
Council of Plymouth to the Earl of War-
wick, or from the Earl of Warwick to
the Lords Say and Brook ; and therefore .
their title to it muft be deemed not
good in law, By a letter from Lord Say
to Mr Vane, in 1635, it appears, that he
[Lord Say], Lord Brook, and others, had
thoughts of removing to New-England,
but were not determined whether to join
the adventurers in Bofton, or to fettle
a new colony.— Hutchinf. Hifl. Vol. I,
p- 42.—If Corine¢licut had been afligned
to Lords Say and Brook by the Earl of
Warwick, as it is pretended was done in
1631, it is very ftrange that thofe Lords
fhould have been in doubt in 1635 where
to fix themfelyes in New-England, fince
: intereft
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interet and ambition, as well as fertility
of foil, would naturally have led them to
fettle in Connecticut, where they had land
of their own, and where a fettlement was
already begun, and bore a very promifing
appearance. Hence it feems but reafon-
able to fuppofe, that, if Lords Say and
Brook were entitled to any land on Con-
necicut river, it could not lie within the
province of Connefticut; and, if their
claims were derived from the Earl of
Warwick, it may fairly be concluded,
that their property lay much higher up
the country, fince the coaft appropriated
to the Earl of Warwick by Purchas is
that at or about Cape Ann. Lords Say
and Brook, therefore, might have a right
to fend Fenwick, Peters, &c. to colonize
npon the northern parts of Conneicut
river, but not Southwardly at the mouth
of it: and their negle® of the colony at
Saybrook may eafily be accounted for, by
fuppofing that they were fenfible the fet-
lers had fixed upon a wrong fite : an idea
cor-
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corroborated by - this circumftance, that
Fenwick, fome years after, fold his property
there for a mere trifle, when he might have
fold it dear, if his title had been good.
But it may be afked. Who were the real’
proprietors of the eighth and ninth lots ?
It is aflerted, that, on the Council of
Plymouth’s refignation of their patent to
Charles I. in 1635, that Monarch granted
the latter to the Earl of Stirling. Poffibly
there is not now exifting any written tef-
timony of this grant ; yet it feems authen-
* ticated by the fale which the Earl made,
in 1639, by his agent Forreft, of the
Eaftern part of Long Ifland as appertainipg
‘to his fot, to Mr. Howell, Hchycr,
though his claim is not, perhaps, clearly
to be eftablithed, itis by no means liable
to the many objeCtions urged againft that
of Lords Say and Brook, which will in a
manner be annihilated by the additional
argument I am now going to adduce from
the pofitive preof there is to whom the
eighth lot really bclongs,
It
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It ftands authenticated in the Office of
the Lords Commiffioners of Colonies, that,
in April, 1635, was conveyed to James,
‘Marquis of Hamilton, by a deed from
the Council .of Plymouth, the territory
lying between Narraganfet bay and Con-
neicut river.— New-Eng. Rec. A. p. 201,
—The right to the eighth lot, therefore,
was clearly vefted in the Marquis; and it
only-remains to be fthewn why his de-
fcendants are not in pofleffion of it, to re-
move every doubt upon the matter.

Unfortunately, in the civil broils of
his time, the Marquis engaged and died
fighting .under royal banners, while the
King’s enemies took pofleflion of his
lands in Conneicut. At the Reftora-
tion of Charles II. to his Crown, Reafon
taught the children of loyal fufferers to
expect a Reftoration at leaft of their'landed
Property ; and the Daughter of the Mar-
quis of Hamilton petitioned Charles II.
to grant her relief in refpe@ to the land
lymg between \Iarraoanfet bay and Con-

neticut
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neicut river ; a relief the had the mote
reafon to hope for, as ¢ her Father had
« died fighting for his Father.,” But
Charles had been too much polithed in
foreign Cousts to do any thing effeCtual
for his fuffering Friends. Afterwards the
Earl of Arran applied to William IIL
for redrefs in regard to the fime land ;
but that Earl; having acted on the wrong
fide at the Revolution, could not but éxpeét
as little from William as the friends of
Charles IT. had received from bim. How-
ever, William III. ordered the Lords Coms«
miffioners of Colonies to ftate his title,
which' they fairly did ; and the Earl was
referred to'try his caufe in Connécticut—=
before the very people who bad bis lands
in poffefion. The Governor and Com-
pany of Connefticut gave a formal an«
fwer to' the claims of the Earl of Arran,
fetting up a title under the Earl of
Warwick, as is above mentioned, who,
they faid, difpofed of the land in difpute

to Lord Say and Seal and Lord Brook,
' and
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and the Lords Say and Brook fold the
fame to Fenwick, Peters, and others. The
Earl of Arran anfwered, that * when
“ they produced a grant from the Ply-
* mouth Company of thofe lands to the.
“ Earl of Warwick, it fhould have an
* anfwer :” but the Colony was filent ;
—and King William was filent alfo,~—

Vide Rec, New-Eng. A, p. 170-201.
Since, then, no proof of any title' de-.
rived from the Earl of Warwick could
be produced by the Governor and Com-
pany of Conneticut, when the queftion
of right to the country was fairly brought
into litigation, and fince there is a record
of the grant of the eaftern part of it to
the Marquis of Hamilton, it is evident,.
that the claim of the prefent poffeffors
under Lords Say and Brook is not valid,
The record of the Marquis of Hamil-
ton’s grant is an irrefragable proof that
thofe Lords had no right to the tract be-
tween Narraganfet bay and Conneicut
C river;
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river; and thence the conclufion is fair,
that they had no right to the tra& be-
tween Connecticut and Hudfon’s river:
for their title to both having but one
and the fame foundation, it follows
of courfe, that what deftroys it in the

former, deftroys it in the latter alfo.
However difputable the Earl of Stir-
ling’s claim to the land between Hudfon
and Conne&icut rivers may be, the Duke
of Hamilton is undoubtedly the rightful
owner of that between the latter and
Narraganfet bay. Thus much I have
proved to thew the errors of Mather,
Neal, Douglas, and Hutchinfon, who af-
fert what the above Record contradits.
1 differ in opinion alfo with Divines, who
fay that the World grows every year
worfe than it was the laft. 1 believe the
World is growing better every year ; and |
that juftice will be adminiftered to the
Duke of Hamilton, and other noble pro-
prictors of lands in New-England, who
have
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have been wickedly fupplanted by the
emigrations of Puritans, Republicans,
Regicides, and Smugglers. The time, I
hope, is haftening, when the Records I
have quoted will be confidered, and un-
juft poffeflors be ordered to give up their
pofleffions to the rfght owners ; for we
have a King who honours his Crown, and
prefers Juftice to Policy.

Hooker and Haynes, who condu&ed
the fecond of the three Englith parties
already fpoken of as making inroads into
Conne&icut, and who fixed their head- -
quarters at Hertford, left Maflachufets-
Bay for the fame reafon they had before
left England—to avoid being perfecuted,
and to' acquire the power to perfecute.
Hooker ‘was learned, ambitious, and ri-
gid. He lived near Bofton two years,
in hopes of becoming a greater favourite
with the people than the celebrated Mr.
Cotton ; but finding himfelf rather un-
likely to meet with the defired fuccefs,

C2 he
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he devifed the proje@ of flying into the
wrldernefs of Conne@icut, to get a name.
Accordingly, in 1635, he applied to the
General Court for leave to remove thither,
but was then refufed. The next year,
however, far reafons which will hereafter
appear, he found the fanatics more com-
pliant; and he and Haynes obtaiped per-
miflion to emigrate into Connecticut, car-
rying with them, as Mr. Neal exprefles
it, < a fort of commiffion from the Go-
* vernment of Maffachufets-Bay for the
¢ adminiftration of juftice” there. But
it cannot be fuppofed that Hooker and
his aflociates could derive any title to
the foil from this permiffion and com-
miffion granted by the Maflfachufets Co-
lony, who had not the leaft right to it
, themfelves. The emigrants not only did .
not entertain any fuch idea, but, as foon
as they had difcovered a fituation which: -
pleafed them, they even fet at nought the
commiffion they took with them, the

pro-

| e o e et el Tt et . N -
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profeffed obje¢t of which was to fecure
the authority and juri(diGtion ¢laimed by
the Maflachufets over them, Knowing
that they had paffed the limits of that
province, they voted themfelves an inde«
pendent people, and commenced defpots,
pleading the old adage, Salus Papuli fu-
prema Lex. It has never been fuggefted,
I believe, that this party entered Con-
neGicut with any other femblance of au-
thority than this ridiculous permiffion
and commiffion of the Maflachufets dic-:
tators. ‘

As ta the third party, headed by Eaton
‘and Davenport, they took pofleflion, as is
already mentioned, without even pre-
tending any purchafe, grant, permifiion,
or commiflion, from any one.

Of thefe three parties, then, it appears
that the two laft had not the leaft fhadow
of original right to the lands they poflefled .
themfelves of in Conne&icut; and the
claims of the firft I have thewn to be ill

Ciz founded,
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founded. I will now confider the right
they are pretended to have acquired after
poffeffion ; in regard to which they feem
to have been put upon the fame foot-
ing, by a general war between them and
the Indians, occafioned by the ambitious,
oppreflive, and unjuft condu& of Hooker:
and Davenport. This war opened a door
to king-killing and king-making, vio-
lence and injuftice, in America, fimiliar
to what we have of late years thuddered to
hear of in India. Hence the Colonies have
endeavoured to eftablifh a title to the lands
by purchafe of the natives: accordingly,’
they have produced deeds of fale figned
by Sunkfquaw, Uncas, Jofhua, Moodus,
and others, whom Mr. Neal and Dr,
Mather call Sachems, and confequently
owners of the foil. Whether thofe gen-
tlemen knew, or did not know, that Con-
necticut was owned ‘by three Sachems
only, who with their wives and families
were killed by the Englifh, and who never
would
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would give a deed of any land to the
Dutch or Englifh, is not material ; fince
it is a fa&, that not one of thofe Indians
who have figned thofe famous deeds, was
ever a Sachem, or proprietor of a fingle
foot of land claimed by the Colony.

It is true, that Uncas (whom Mr. Neal
calls a Sachem, becaufe the Colonifts de-
clared him King of Mohegin, to reward
him for deferting Saffacus, Sachem of the
Pequods) gave deeds of lands that he had
no right or title to: and fo did Sunk-
fquaw, who, after murdering his Sachem,
Quinnipiog, was alfo declared Sachem by
the Englith Dominion * of Newhaven,
Geratitude, or pride, induced all thofe En-
glith-made Suchems to affign deeds to their
creators, _

After the death of Uncas, his eldeft fon
Oncko became King of Mohegin, who

* Domin-on, in New-England, ﬁgni_ﬁes a fove-
reign, independent ftate, uncontroulable by any
other earthly power.

C 4 refufed
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refufed to grant any deeds of land ta the
Colony; whereupon, vexed at his wil-
dom and honour, they declared him an in-
ceftuous {on, depofed him, and proclaimed
‘his natural brother Abimeleck to be Sa-
chem of the Mohegins.  Oneko gave a
deed of all his lands to Mafon and Harris
fon, who were his friends ; as did. Abi-
meleck, of the fame lands, to the »Colony‘
who had made him Sachem. This laid
‘a foundation for a fuit at law, which was
firft tried befote the Judges of the colony,
where Mafon of courfe loft his fuit. He
appealed to the King in Council, who or-
dered 2 fpecial court to fit at Norwich, in
Conneticut; and Mr. Dudley, a learned
map, and Governor of Maffachufets-Bay,
was the Prefident of it. This Court met,

and, having heard the" evidence and
pleadings of both parties, gave a verdi&

in favour of Mafon’s claim. The Colony

appealed home to England, but never

profecuted their fuit to an iffue. Mafon

| died,
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died. The Colony kept pofieflion
under Abimeleck, their created King of
Mohegin. About ten years ago, the
heirs of Mafon and Harrifon petitioned
Government to decree that Dudley’s ver~
di& fhonld be enforced ; but the Colonifls
found mreans to confound the claim of
thofe competitors, without eftablithing
their own. The truth is, neither the Co.
lonifts, nor Mafon and Harrifon, ever had
any deed or title to thofe lands from Safs
facus, or his heirs; their deeds {prung
from Uncas, already mentioned, a rebel
fubjet of Saffacus, without any royal
bloed in his veins:—neverthelefs, Mr.
Neal, and others who have writtea Hifs
tories of New-England, have taken cfpe-
cial care to vindicate the juftice of the
fettlers, who always, as they fay, cons
fcientioufly purchafed their lands of Sa.
chems.—1I have given the Reader fome
idea of the purchales of the firft colo-
pizers in Connecticut, who, by their ini-

quitous
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quitous art of making Sachems, have en-
tailed law-fuits without end on their pof-
terity ; for there is” not one foot of land
in the whole province which is not co-
vered by ten deeds granted by ten different
nominal Sachems to ten different perfons:
and, what aggravates the misfortune, the
Courts of juftice differ every feflion con-
cerning the true Sachem ; fo that what
the plaintiff recovers at a hearing before
one jury, he lofes upon a re-hearing be-
fore another. ‘

Enough, furely, has been faid to nullify
the Colonifts plea of having bought their
lands of the Indians. As to any pur-
chafes made of the Saybrook fettlers,
thofe at Hertford totally declined them,
till the farcical bufinefs refpe@ing their
charter came into agitation between the
two junto’s who procured it, of which
I thall fpeak hereafter: and fo far were
the people of Newhaven from buying
any right of Fenwick or his aflociates,

' that
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that they fcorned the idea of claiming
under them; nay, it was even one of
their principal views in the machinations
wherein they were continually employed,
to reduce the Saybrook Colony under the
tyranny of their own Dominion, as having
no more title to the country than pof-
feflion gave them. And uponany other
fuppofition, it is impeffible to account
for the neglet of the colonizers of Hert-
ford to fecure their lands .by fuch a
purchafe, feeming as they did to ranfack -
heaven and ecarth for a title fatisfactory
even in their own eyes: they were con- -
fcious no purchafe of that kind could
give them firmer footing than they had
already. The truth therefore, undoubted-
ly, is, that Fenwick and Peters had no legal
right to fell the lands they occupied, what-
ever might be their pretenfions ;—nor, in-
deed, did they pretend to the power of fel-
" ing more on their own account than was
granted tothem feverally by their patrons the

Lords
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Lords Sey and Brook, which cannot be
fuppofed but an inconfiderable proportion
of their American property. No
wonder, then, that we find another
claim fet up;—a claim by conqueft.
This was particularly agreeable to the
genius of the Hertford and Newhaven
heroes ; but will, neverthelefs, appear to
make as little for their right as theic
honour, from the following confide-
rations :—Firft, the invaders did not find
Conneéticut in a ftate of nature, but cul-
tivated and fettled by its Indian inhabi-
tants, whofe numbers were thoufands, and
who had three kings, viz. Conneéticote,
Quinnipiog, and Saffacus, of whom Con-
neQicote was Emperor, or King of
Kings; a dignity he and his anceftors
had enjoyed, according to the Indian
mode of reckoning, twenty fticks ¥; 7. .
time immemorial. Secondly, they had

no
* The Indian mode of counting is from One
. to Twenty. Every year they cut a notch in a
ftick ;
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no authority to invade, make war upon,
and toﬂquer; the Indians, who were
not at war with the King of England,
nor his patentees, or their affigns. And,
Thirdly, feizures, without legal com-
miffion, of however long ftanding, do not
convey right or title by the Englith
law, _

Feeling the weight of thefe con-
fiderations, the Colonifts have been obliged
to found their claim to the country on
their charter, which was obtained in
1662, more than twenty-fix years after
they had taken poficflion. Here again,
they are deflitute of fupport; for the
King, any more than his fubjeéts, conld
not give to others the property of the
Duke of Hamilton, unlefs his title had
been proved to be forfeited by due
ftick ; and, when the ftick is full, or has twenty-
notches on it, they lay it up, and take another.
When they have thus cut twenty ficks, they rec-
kon no more;———the number of twenty times

twenty, with them, becomes infinite, or incom-
prehenfible. :

courfe



30 HISTORY OF

courfe of law._ But the charter created no
title ; it merely conferred on the people
the authority of a legal corporation, with-
out conveying any title to the lands. And,
indeed, the prevarications of the Colonifts
themfelves in regard to their charter-
claim, Tufficiently explode it. Whenever
they find their property affected by any
duty, cuflom, &c. impofed by Parliament,
and warranted-by charter, they allege that
they got the lands in poffefion by their own
arm, without the aid of the King and
Parliament of Great-Britain; as Charles II.
allowed in granting the charter, which
, conveyed no title, but was founded upon
the title they poflefled before the date of it.
At other times, when thefe felfith tem-
porizers find it convenient, either for pro-
moting their own, or preventing their
neighbours encroachments, then they
plead their charter as the one only thing
needful to prove their right of land even
to the South Sea itfelf!

In
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In fhort, and upon the whole, Pof-
feflion, begun in Ufurpation, is the beft
title the inhabitants of Conne&icut ever
had, or can fet up, unles they can
prove they hold the lands by an heavenly
grant, as the Ifraelites did thofe of Canaan.
This heavenly title was, indeed, fet up by
Peters, Hooker, and Davenport, the three
firft minifters that fettled in Conne&icut ;
and is generally believed through the Co-

"lony to this day. They thus fyllogiftically
ftated it :—~The Heathen are driven out,
and we bave thesr lands in poffeffion ; they
were numerous, and we but few ;- therefore
the Lord bath done this great work, to
give bis beloved reft.

Thus much for the various pretenfions
of the occupiers of Connecticut in regard.
to their right to the foil. I thall now give
fome account of the proceedings of the
firft fettlers with refpec to their religious
and civil eftablitbments; and of their
political tranfadtions, &c. &c.

The
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The party which fettled at Saybrook un-
der George Fenwick, Efq. and the Rev.
Thomas Peters, in 1634, contented them-
felves, in framing the polity of their civil
conftitation, with the laws of England,
" and a few local regulations. As to their
ecclefiaftical inftitutions, they voted them-
felves to be a Church independent on
Lord-bithops, and Mr, Peters to be their
minifter, whofe epifcopal ordination was
~ deemed good, notwithftanding he bad
been filenced in England. They voted
prelbyters to be bithops, and pofiefled of
power to ordain minifters, when invited
by a proper number of people formed
into a fociety by licence from the Go-
vernor. They voted that a certain part -
of the Liturgy of the Charch of England
might be ufed ; the Lord’s Prayer, and
the Apoftles Creed, together with one
Chapter in the Bible, to be read at mor-
ning and evening fcrvice, or omitted, at
the difcretion of the Minifter : = that

extem-

1
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" tempore prayers might be ufed at the
pleafure of the Minifter; but that the fur-
plice fhould not be worn, nor thould the
fign of the crofs at baptifms, the cere-
mony of the ring at marriages, or faints-
days, &c. &c. be obferved, as in the
Church of England :—that every fociety
licenfed by the Governor, after having a
Minifter ordained over it, be a complete.
Church, and invefted with the keys of
difcipline, dependent only upon Chrift,
the head of his Church :—that the Mi-
nifter fhould be the judge of the quali-
fications for church- memberthip, and
thould cenfure diforderly. walkers :— that
the members in full communion fhould
have power over the Minifter, and might
difmifs him from his parifh, by a majority
of voices, and Wlth the confent of the
Governor:—that all children were the
objes of Bapufm, and that none fhould
be debarred that facrament for the fins of
their parents, provxded an orderly liver

D would
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would engage to bring them up in the
ways of Chriftianity:—that all fober per-
fons iniight partake of the Lord’s-Supper,
provided the Mmlﬁer upon examination,
fhould find them fufficiently acquainted
with their duty:—that what is comtmonly
called Converfion, is not abfolutely necef-
firy before receiving the Lord’s Suppet,
becaufe that facrament is a converting or-
dinance :—that all Gofpel Minifters were
upori an equality in office; and that it
wis the bufinels of every oné to admonith
4 tranfgreflor, privately in the firft place,
and néxt, if no attention was paid to his
advice, before his Deacons ; then, if their
admonitian was diffegarded, the offender
fhould be prefented to the Church, (that
is, the Minifter, Deacons, and Communi-
cants, united by the keys of difcipline,)
and, upon his ftill continuing refractory,
he fhould be cenfured and rejected by tlie
majority of voters, without any ap-
peal :—that Deacons {hould be chdfen by

' ' the
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the Minifter and Cotnmubitants, apon a
miajority of volces; and otdained by the
Minif¥ér, according to the holy praice
of 8t. Paul i—that it wis the duty of the
Governot and civil Magiftrates to prote&
and nartere the Church, but not to go-
vern it; becauft Chrifb's authority gived
to his Charch was above principalitiés
and all civil powegs :—&e. &c.

The fettlers at Hertford, having de-
claréd themfelves to be -an indeperident
Colony, and that their dominion exténd:
ed froth fea to fea, voted Haynes to be
their Governor, and appointed fix-Coun=
feftors to affift Himi in framfng laws and
regdlating the ftaté, The fame fpirit of
'indcpenaence di¢tated their church-dif-
cipline. ‘'They voted Mr, Hooker t6 be
their Minifter, and fix of their church-
mémbeérs to ordain him. Mr. Hooker
accepted of their vote or call, fenounced
his epifcopil ordination, and was ordained
'by the fix lay ehurchi-mémbers over the

D 2 Church
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Church of the independents in Hertford:
Thus Mr. Hooker, who was born-in
Lelccf’terfblrc, educated in Cambridge,
ordained by a Bithop, filenced by a
Bithop in 1630, in England, and re-or-
dained by fix laymen in America, became,
what he withed -to be, the head of the
independents in the Dominion of Hert—
ford, where he had the honour and plea-
fure of exercifing, Q»er all who differed
from him in oplmon, that vxolem: fpmt
of perfecution which he and his friends
fo clamoroufly decried as too mtolerant
to be endured in England Some of the -
chara&eriftic dorimes of this pcrfecutmg
fanatic were of the followmg purport :---
That Chrift’s Church is not univerfal,
but a particular, vifible Church formed
by general confent and covenant :---that
Chrift has committed the power of bmd-
ing and loofing to believers, without any
diftin&ion between clergy and laity s--e
that ruling and preaching clders are duly

Ordamed
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ordained to their office by the eleGtion
and the impofition of the hands of the
people :---that the tables and feals of thé
‘ covenant, the offices and cenfures of
Chrift’s Church; the adminiftration of all
his public worthip and ordinances, are in
the catus fidelium, or combination of
godly, faithful men, met in one con-
gregation :—that a diocefan, provincial ot
national affembly, is incompatible with
the nature of Chrift’s Church ; feeing all
and every member of Chrift’s Church are
to meet every Lord’s-day in"one place, for
the adminiftration of the holy ordinances
of God :---that 2 multitude of free people
may éle& and ordain a king over them,
althiough they were not, prior to the a&,
poffeffed of kingly power; for the people
of - Ifrael impoféd their; bands on the
Levites, when they themfelves were not
Levites;--Numb. viii. 10.~— that nature
has given virtual power to a free people
to {et up any chriftian form of govern-
D 3 ment,



¢ HISTORY OF

ment, both in Church and State, which
they fee beft for themfelves in the Jand ;
but Chrift gave the power of the keys
to his charch, 4. e. to his believiag peo-
ple, and not to Peter ar to Paul as mi-
nifters, but as profefied belisvers, in con-
junétion with the seft of true helievesss
—-that the Church bhath not abloluse
power to chufe whom it will ; it bath
minifterial power only to chufe whom
Chrift hath chafen, 7, e, fuch as he has gift-
sd.and fired for the work of the miniftry ;
=~that neither Popes, Bithops, nar Pref
byters, are areceflary to ordain Minitters of
Jefus Chrift ; becanfe the power of the
keys is given by Cheift to his.Chuneh, 7. «.
the people in covenant swith (od :---that,
as ordination is ia the powes .of each
Church, no Church hath power over
another, but all fland in bratherly equa-
Jity ;--~that it is unlawful for any Chusch
of Chrift to put out of its hand that

power which Ch;uﬁ has given to it, into
the
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the hands of other Churches :---that no -
.one Church ought to fend to Minifters
of other Churches to ordain its Minifters,
or to cepfure its offenders:---that Bap-
tim daes not make any-one a member
of Chrift’s church, becaufe papifts and
other heretics are baptized ; therefore, to
be a member of Chrift’s Church, is to own
the covenant of that particular Church
where God has placed fuch member :---
that feven perfons may form a chureh of
Chrift, but 15,000 cannot, becaufe fuch
a number ¢annot megt gn one place, nor
hear nor partakc, nor be edified toge-
ther ---tbat po one can partake of thc
Lorg’s- Supper till he be converted ax?d
has mamrfqﬁcql his faith and repentange
before the Churqh :---&c. &c.

The laws made by the Govemor and
Council. of Hertford are, in general, much
of the fame ftamp with thofe of the
Newhayqn leglﬂators, of fome of which

an abftradt w1ll be glven herea(tcr
D4 The
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The fanatics at Newhaven, in like
manner with thofe of Hertford, voted
themf{elves to be a Dominion indcpcndent,
and chofe Eaton for their Governor, and
Davenport for their Minifter, The Go-
vernor and a Committee had the power
of making laws for the State, and the
Minifter; affifted by Deacons and Elders,
was to rule the Church. The following
is a {pecimen of, the tenets eftablithed
by Davenport in the latter :-—That Chrift
has conveyed all Power to his people
both in Church and State ; which Power
they are to exercife until Chrift fhall re-
turn on Earth, to reign Iooo years over
his mijlitant Saints :---that all other Kings,
befides Chrift and his elected People, are
peftilent " ufurpers and enemies to God
and Man:---that all Vicars, Re&ors,
Deans, Priefts, 'and Bifhops, are of the
Devil ; are Wolves, petty Popes, and
antichriftian Tyrants :---that Paftors and
Teachers of particular Congregations are

S of
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of Chrift, and muft be chofen by his
people ; 7. e. the elect and chofen from
the foundation of the world; or elfe
their entrance and miniftry are unlawful :---
that all things of human invention in the
worthip of God, fuch as are in the Mafs-
book and Common-Prayer, are unfavory
in the fight of God :---that ecclefiaftical
cenfures ought to be exercifed by the
Members of particular Congregations
among themfelves :----that the People
thould not fuffer this fupreme power to
be wrefted out of their hands, until Chriit
fhall begin his reign:---that all good
people ought to pray always that God
would raze the old Papal foundation of
epifcopal government, together with'the
filthy ceremonies of that antichriftian
Church :---that every particular who
neglects this duty, may juftly fear-that
curfe pronounced againft Meroz,—
Judg. v. 23, Curfe ye Meroz ; becanfe they
came not to belp the Lord againft the

mighty
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mighty enemies of Godand his Church
- that every particular. Congregation is gn
abfolute Church ; the members of it are
to be all Saints ; thofe muft enter into
covengnt among themf{elves, and without
fuch a covepant there can be no Church:—
.that it is an heinous fin to he prefent
when prayers are read out of a book by
a Vicar or Bithop :---that fubjets pro-
mife obedience- to obtajn help from the
Magiftratcs, and are difcharged from their
promife when the Magiftrates fail in their
duty :-~-that, without liberty from the
Prince or Magiftrate, the People may
reform the Church and State, and muft
not wait for the Magiftrates :---&c. &c.
——This Dominion, this tyrant of ty-
rants, adopted the Bible for its code of ci-
vil laws, till others fhould be made more
{uitable to its circymftances. The pro-
vifion was politic. The lawgivers foon
difcovered that the precepts in the .Old
and New Teftaments were infufficiént to

fupport
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fypport them in their arbitrary and
blogdy undertakings: they, therefore,
gave theafelves up to their own inventiqns
ip making others, wherein, in fome in-
{ftangces, they betrayed fuch an extreme
degrac of wanton cruelty and oppreflion,
shat evep the rigid fanatics of Bofton,
and the mad zealats of Hertford, put
19 the bluth, chriftened them the Blue
Lews; and the former held a day of
thapk(giving, becaufe God, in his good
providenes, had ftationed Eaton and

Davenport fo far from them.
The religous {yftem eftablithed by Ps-
ters at Saybrook was well calculated to
pleafe the moderats Puritans and zealots
of all denominations ; but the fanatics of
the Maflachufets-Bay, who hated every
part of the Cammon-Prayer-book worfe
than the Coungil of Trent and the papal
power excrcifed.over heretics, were alarm-
.ed at the condu@ of the half-reformed
fghifmatics in that colony ; and, thinking
that
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that their dear Salem might be endangered
by fuch impure worthipers, confented,
in the year 1636, to give Mr. Hooker
and his affociates liberty to emigrate to
Hertford, notwithftanding the preceding
year they had refufed fuch liberty, feeing
then no reafon for Hooker’s feizing the
- territory of other people. But when the
New-England Vine was fuppofed to be
threatened by the Bible,Lord’s- Prayer, and
Ten Commandments, the pious people of
Maflachufets-Bay permitted Hooker, in
1636, to remove into and govern Con-
necticut by their authority, and to impede
and break up the worthip of the Peterites
in Saybrook. Hooker was faithful to his
truft, excepting that, when he got to
Hertford, he rejetted the authority of his
employers in the Maffachufets-Bay, fet up
anew dominion, and perfecuted the Pe- .
.terites under his own banner, though he
called it the banner of Jefus.—But for
his and Davenport’s tyrannical condué,

' the .
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the Colony at Saybrook would have lived
in peace with the Indians, as they did till
their artful and overbearing neighbours
brought on a general . war between them
and the Englith, which ended with the
death of Saffacus and the deftru&ion of
all his fubje@s. After that war, great -
diffention arofe among the conquerors.
Fenwick was fenfible, of a calm dif-
pofition, and wvery religious ; yet not en-
tirely void of ambition. He claimed the
government of all Conneéticut,. and in-
fited upon payment for fuch lands as
were poffefled by Hooker and Davenport,
and their affociates: this, he faid, was but
common juftice due to his conftituents,
the Lords Say and Brook. Hooker and
Davenport, however, were not fond of his
do@rine of juflice, but made religion,
liberty, and power, the greater objeéts of
~ their concern; wherein they were fup-
ported by the people of Maffachufets- -
Bay, whofe fpirits were congemal with

their |
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- theit ownn. Herice fio opportunily Wisloft
of prejudicing Saybrook ; and the troubles
in the Mother-Country fiirnithed their
énémies with many. One ftep they ook,
in particular, opérated fiiich to its dif-
advantage. The Maflachufets Colony, ea-
ger to A& againft Charles I. agteed with
- thofe of Hertford and Newhaveii, Netr-
hamp'fhirc, and Rhode-Ifland, to fend
agents to England, affbring the Houfs ~ .
of Commons of their readinef§ to aflift
againt the King and Bifhops. | The Siy-
brook fettlers, fhough zealous againft the

Biflops, were not much - inclined 40're-
‘bellion againft their ng, and therefore
took no part in this tranfaltion,  As thé
royal caufe loft ground in England, the
apprehenfions of this Colony increéafed ;
and Fenwick, finding himfelf unfupport-
ed by the Lords Say and Brook, thought
it prudent to difpofe of his colenial pro-
perty. to Peters and his affociates, and ré-.
turn to England. Confufion being' éfts-
biifhed
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blifhed in England, moderation becamd
4n unperdondble fin in Saybtook, which
both the Aeighbouring Colonies were rea-
dy to punith by afluming the jurifdiction
there: mirtaal jealoufy alone prevented it.
At length, during Cromwell’s ufurpation,
the inhabieenty, fearing the effects of his
difpleaforé for not joining in the above-
méntioned addrefs to the Commons int
England, and efpecially left he fhould
‘put them under the power of the furious
Davénport,‘ and at the fime time fore-
feitig 106 profpeét of the Reftoration,
judged it advifeable, by way of preferring
the Iéffer to the greater evil, to form a
fort of alliance amd jum@ion with the
people of Hertford, where Hooker now
lay fiufribered with the dead. The Colony
was not only hereby enabled to maintain its
grourid, but flourifhed greatly ; and the
Minifter, Thomas Peters, eftablithed a
fchool in Saybrook, which his children
had the fatisfattion to fee become a
: College,
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College, denominated Yale College, of
which a particular account will be given
in the courfe of this work. He was a
churchman of the puritanic order, zea-
lous, learned, and of a mild difpofition ;
and frequently wrote to his brother Hugh
at Salem *, to exercife more moderation,
left < overmuch zeal fhould ruin him
¢ and the caufe they were embarked in.”

At

® William, Thomas, and Hugh Peters, were
brothers, and born at Fowey, in Cornwall, in
Old England. Their Father was a merchant of -
great property ; and their Mother was Elizabeth
Treffry, Daughter of John Treffry, Efq. of a very
ancient and opulent .family in Fowey.---William
was educated at Leyden, Thomas at Oxford,
and Hugh at Cambridge univerfities.--- About
the years 1610 and 1620, Thomas and Hugh
were clergymen in London, and William was a
private gentleman.---About 1628, Thomas and
Hugh, rendered obnoxious by their popularity
and puritanifm, were filenced by the Bifhop of
London.---They then went to Holland, and re-
mained there till 1633, when they returned to
London.---The three brothers fold their landed
property, and went to New-England in 1634.-—~

Hugh

’
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At his death, which did not happen till
after the Reftoration of Charles II. he
bequeathed his library to the {chool above -

mentioned.
The

Hugh fettled at Salem, and became too popular
for Mather and Cotton. He was foon appointed
one of the Truftees of the College at New-
Cambridge.---He built a grand houfe, and pur-
chafed a large tra& of land.---The yard before
his houfe he paved with flint-ftones from Eng-
land ; and, having dug a well, he paved that
round with flint-ftones alfo, for the accommo-
dation of every inhabitant in want of water.
It bears the name of Peters’s Spring to this day.---
He married a fecond wife, by whom he had one
daughter named Elizabeth. The renown of
this zealot increafing, he reccived an invitation
to remove from Salem to Bofton, and, complying
with it, he there laid the foundation-ftone of
the great Meeting-Houfe, of which the Rev. Dr.
Samuel Cooper, one of the moft learned of the
Literati in America, is the prefent minifter,
Mather and Co:ton ill brooked being out-rivalled
by Hugh ; yet, finding him an orthodox fanatic,
and more perfet than themfelves, they feemingly
bowed to his fuperiority, at the fame time that
they laid a fnare for his deftrution. In 1641
thofe envious paftors confpired with the Court
at Bofton to convert their Bifhop Hugh into a

E Politician,



o HISTORY OF

The religious inftitutians of Hooker
at Hertford were not anly binding on the
Dutch, but even extended to the great
Conne&icote himfelf. The Sachem did

not

Politician, and appoint him agent to Great Bri-
tain.-=-The Plot fucceeded ; and Hugh affumed
his agency under colour of petitioning for
fome abatement of cuftoms and excife ; but
his real commiffion was to foment the -civil
difcontents, jars, and wars, then prevailing be-
tween the King and Parliament.--~Hugh did not
fee into the policy of Mather and Cotton ; and
he had a ftrong inclination to chattife the Bithops
and Court, who .had turned him out of the
Church for his fanatical condu&. On his arrival
jn .London, the Parliament took him inte
their fervice.---The Earls of Warwick and
Effex were alfo his patrons.---In 1644, the
Parliament gave him Archbithop Laud’s library ;
and foon after made him Head of the Archbithop’s
Court, and gave him his eftate and palace at
Lambeth :---all which Hugh kept till the Relto-
ration, when he paid for his zeal, his pyritanifm,
and rehellion, on 3 gibbet at Charing-Crofs, ——
His daughter married a merchant in Newport,
Rhode-Ifland, and lived and died with an ex-
cellent charaQter.---Her Father having met
with fo tragical an end, | omit to mention her

Hufband’s
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not like his new neighbours ; he refufed
to give or fell any land to them; but
told them, that, as they came to trade,
and to fpread the Chriftian Religion

among

Hufband’s name, whofe Pofterity live in good
reputation.—-— Governog Hutchinfon réports,
that the widow of Hugh Peters was [upported,
till 1671, by a colleftion at Salem, of jol. per
ann, Were this report true, it would be much to
the reputation of Salem for having once relieved
the unfortunate. Mr. Hutchinfon might havé
pointed out the caufe of the unhappy widow’s ne-
ceffity 3 but he has left that part to me, and here
it follows :---After Hugh’s Death, the feleétmen
of Salem were afraid that the King [Charles II.]
would feize on his eftate in Salem, as had been
the cafe in regard to what the Parliament had
given him in England, They therefore trumped
up a debt, and feized and fold the faid eftate tothe
families of Lyndes and Curwin, who poflefs it to
the prefent time;---and the fele@men of Salem
allowed the widow 30l. per ann. for the wron

they had done her and her daughter. It
is not likely that the widow was fupported by

any charitable colle&tion; for William DPeters
was a man of great property, and had a deed
of the whole peninfula whereon Bofton ftands,
which he purchafed of Mr. Blaxton, who
' \ E 2 bought
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among his fubjedts, which Mr. Hooker
defined to confift only in peace, love, and
jultice, he had no objection to their build-
ing wigwams, planting corn, and hunt-

ing

bought it of the Plymouth Company ; though
Mz, Hutchinfon fays Blaxton’s title arofe merely
from his fleeping on iﬁthe firft of any Englith-
man t+.---This was well faid by Mr. Hutchin-
fon, who wanted to juftify the people of Salem
in feizing the land and expelling Mr. Blaxton
from his fettlement in 1630, becaufe he faid he
liked Lords-Brethren lefs than Lords-Bithops,---
Moreover, Thomas Peters, at the fame time, was
living at Saybrook, and was not poor.---Thofe
two (Gentlemen were able and willing to fupport
the widow of an unfortunate brother whor they
loved very tenderly.---They took great care of
his daughter, and left her handfome legacies.---
From thefe confiderations, I am induced to
believe, that the widow of Hugh Peters never

: ’ fubfifted

+ The Rev. Mr. Blaxton had lived on Shawmut, or the
peninfula on which Bofton is built, above nine years before
June, r630, when he was driven away from his poffeffions
by the ptous people of Salem, becaufe he was not pleafed
with the religicus {yflem of thofe new - comers.--<They
were fo generous as to vote a {mall lot to Mr. Blaxton,
near Boflon-Neck, as a compenfation for the whole pe-
ninfula, and for his banithment on pain of death not to
return. Blaxton afterwards fold his right to Wil-
liam Peters, Efq. but who was kept out of pofleflion of it
by the fupreme power of the People..--
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ing on his lands. The wifdom and
fteady temper of this great Sachem, and
the vaft number of f{ubjeéts at his com-
mand, made Haynes and Hooker cautious

in

fubfifted on any contributions, except what fhe
received from her btothers William and Thomas .
Peters.——Mr. Hutchinfon makes a curious
remark, viz. If Hugh Peters had returned to
his parith, he would not have fuffered as he did.---
He might bave faid, with greater propriety, that,
if Hugh Peters had not been a fanatic and a rebel
more zealous than wife, he never would have
left his Parifh for the agency of the people of
New-England, who never paid him the ftipulated
allowance for his fupport in England, tho’ he
gave them thankf(giving-days, inftead of fafting,
for the fpace of twenty years, and procured, in
1649, from Oliver Cromwell, a charter for the
Company for propagating the Gofpel in New-
England, which, by contributions raifed in
England, have fupported all the miffionaries
among the Indians to the prefent time ;—yet Mr,
Hutchinfon and Neal write largely about the
vaft expence the Mafluchufets-Bay have been
at in fpreading the Gofpel among the poor fa-
vages ! :

1 cannot forbear here to notice an abufe of
this charter.  Notwithftanding it confines the
: E 3 views
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in their condu@®. Many people of Maf-
fachufets-Bay, hearing that Hooker had
made good terms with the Sachem, left
their perfecutors, and fled to the fertile
tanks:

views of the Company to New-England, yet they,
and their Committeerof Correfpondence in Bofton,
have of late years vouchfafed to fend moft of their
Miffionaries out of New-England, among the
Six Nations, and the unfan&ified epifcopalians in
the Southern Colonies, where was a competent
number of church clergymen. Whenever
this work of fupererogation has met with its de-
ferved animadverfion, their anfwer has been,
that, though Cromwell limited them to New-
England, yet Chrift had extended their bounds
from fea to fea! With what little reafon do they
complain of King William's charter to the
Society for the Propagation of the Gofpel in -
Foreign Parts ?  This Society have fent Miffion-
aries to New-England, where they have an un-
doubted right to fend them, to fupply epifcopal
Churches already eftablithed there; whereas the
other Society fend Miflionaries beyond the limits
of their charter, to alienate the minds of the epif-
copal Indians of the Six Nations, apainft the
epifcopal Miflionaries and the Government of
the Mother-Country.---And they have been too
fuccefsful ; efpecially fince the Rev. Dr. Eleazer

Wheelock,



CONNECTICUT. £

banks of Conne&icut, that they. ’migﬁt
help Hooker fpread the Gofpel among
the poor benighted Heathen in the
wildernefs. The Reverend Mr. Huet,
with his difciples, fixed at Windior, eight
miles north of Hertford ; and the Reve-
rend Mr. Smith, at Weathersfield, four .
miles fouth of it. In the fpace of
eighteen months, the Dominion of Hert-
ford contained feven-hundred white peo-
ple, and feven independent churches. Has
ving converted over to the Chriftian faith
fome few Indians, among whom was

Jothua, an ambitious captain under the
great Sachem Connecticote, Hooker,

Wheelock, Dr, Whitaker, and the Rev. Mr,
Sampfon Occom, by the Charity of England,
have joined in the fame work.---To the General
Affembly, and the Confociation of Conne&icut,
Dr. Wheelock and his aflociates are much be-
holdén for their fuccefls in converting the poot
benighted favages in the howling wildernefs.
Their merits are great, and their reward is pend-
inge

E 4 - I”Iuet;
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Huet, Smith, and others, hereby found
means to {pread the. Gofpel into every
Indian town, and, to the eternal infamy
of chriftian policy, thofe renowned, pious
fathers of this new colony, with the Gof-
pel, fpread the {mall-pox. This diftem-
per raged in every corner : it {fwept away
the great Sachem Conneticote, and laid
wafte his ancient kingdom. Hereupon,
Haynes and his affembly proclaimed
Jothua Sachem; and fuch as did net
acknowledge his fachemic power, were
compelled to {uffer death, or fly the Do-
minion. Thus in three years time, by
the Gofpel and fanatic policy, was de-
ftroyed Connecticote, the greateft king in
North-America. This remarkable event
was confidered as the work of the Lord ;
and the favage nations were told that the
- like calamities would befal them, unlef¥
they embraced the Gofpel of Jefus Chrift.
Jofhua was grateful to the Englith who
had made him Sachem, and gave them
deeds
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deeds of thofe lands which had conftant.
ly been refufed by Conne&icote. But
Jothua had as little honour as virtue and
loyalty : he fupported himfelf many years
by figning deeds, and gulled the Englifh
through their own imprudence in neg-
le&ing to make a law for recording them.
—Thefe colonifts, having driven out the
Heathen, and got poflfeflion of a land
which flowed with milk and honey,
expelled the Dutch, as a dangerous fet
of heretics ;—and Hooker, after doing fo
much for this new Dominion, expe&ed
the homage from every Church which

is only due to a Bithop. This homage,
however, he could not obtain, becaufe

each Minifter had pretenfions not much
inferior to his, Difputes arofe about
Doé¢rine and Difcipline. Hooker taught
that there were forty-two kinds of Grace,

- though all of little value, except that of
« faving Grace.” As to Difcipline, he
held, that, as he had received his mini-
fterial
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fteridl erdination from the Laity whd
were members in full: communion, he
confidered thofe aftual communicants
as Chriff's Church bére on earth, and con-
fequently as holding the keys of difcipline;
ard he meintdined, that the Minifler had
but a fingle voice, and wasa fubje& of the
Church. Other Minifters, who had re=~
ceived epifcopal ordmation, but had beer
Glenced by their Bifkops, judged them~
felves, notwithftanding, to be Mirifters
of Chrift ; and alleged that the inftallatlon
of a Minifter by prayer and impofition
of hands of lay communicants, was no
ordination, but a cerethony only of put~
ting 2 Minifter in poffeffion of his Church,
from which lie might be difmiffed by a
majority of voters of the Members im full
communion. And thofe Minifters taught
for doctrine, that mankind were faved by
Grace, and that the Gofpel told us of but
orie Grace as neceflary to Salvation ; for
that be who believes that Fefus is the Son

| o
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of God, is born of God, and enjoys the Grace
of God which brings Salvaetion. The
majority of the People of courfe were on
the fide of Mr. Hooker, as his plan efta-_
blithed their power over the Minifter ;
and they foon determined by vote, accor-
ding to their code of laws, in his favour.
But the Minifters and "minority were
pat convinced by this vote, and, to
avoid an excommunication, formed them-
felves inte feparate bodies; neverthelefs,
they foon felt the thundering anathemas
of Hooker, and the heated vengeance of
the civil power. However, perfecution,
by her cestain confequence, fixed the
feparatifts in their fchifm, which conti-
nues to the prefent time.—Hooker reign-
ed twelve years high-prieft over Hertford;
- and then died above fixty years of age, to
the great joy of the feparatifts, but, in
point of populoufnefs, to the difadvantage
of the colony of Saybrook, which was the

litle Zoar for Hooker’s heretics. |
\ Exact
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Exa& in tything mint and anife, the
furies of Newhaven for once affected the
weightier matters of juftice. They had no
title to the land: they applied to Quinni-
piog, the Sachem, for a deed or grant of it.
TheSachem refufed to give the lands of his
anceftors to ftrangers, The fettlers had
teeming inventions, and immediately voted
themfelves to be the Children of God, and
that the wildernefs in the utmoff parts of
the earth was given to them. This vote
became a law forever after. It is true,
Davenport endeavoured to cbriftianize
Quinnipiog, but in vain: however, he
converted Sunkfquaw, one of his fubjeds,
by prefents and great promifes; and then
Sunk{quaw betrayed his mafter, and the
fettlers killed him, This affaffination of
Quinnipiog brought on a war between
the Englith and Indians, which never
ended by treaty of peace. The Indians,
having only bows and arrows, were dri-
ven back into the woods; whilft the
' Englith
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Englith, with their {words and guns,
kept pofieflion of the country. But, con-
fcious of their want of title to it, they
voted Sunkfquaw to be Sachem, and that
whoever difputed his authority fhould
fuffer death, Sunkfquaw, in return, af-
figned to the Englifh thofe lands of which
they had made him Sachem. Lo! here is
all the title the fettlers of the Dominion of
Newhaven ever obtained.——The cruel
and bloody perfecutions under Eaton and
Davenport in Newhaven foon gave rife to
feveral little towns upon the fea-coaft,
Emigrants from England arrived every
year to fettle in this Dominion; but few
remained in Newhaven, on account of
Eaton,Davenport ,the Deacons,and Elders,
who poffefled all power there, and were
determined to keep it, The new-comers,
therefore, under pretence of f(preading
Chrift’s kingdom, and thunning perfecu-
tion, joined with the fettlers at Stamford,
Guilford, and Stratford, where, however,

perfecution
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perfecution domincered with as much fury
as at Newhaven; for each town judged
itfelf to be an independent Dominion;
though, for fear of the Dutch and the
Indians, they formed a political union,
and fwore to bear true allegiance to the
capital Newhaven, whofe authority was
fupreme. As all officers in every town
were annually eleGted by the freemen,
and as there were many candidates, fome
of whom muft be unfuccefsful, there was
always room for complair;ts. The com-
plainants formed fchifms in the Church,
which brought on perfecution ; and per-
fecution drove the minority to fettle
new towns, in order to enjoy Liberty,
Peace, and Power to perfecute fuch as
differed from them. Thus lived thofe
ambitious people, under far worfe perfe-
cutions from one another than they ever
experienced or complained of in Old Eng-
land ; all which-they endured with fome
degree of patience, the perfecuted one

' © year
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gear living in hopes that the next would
enable them to retaliate on their per-
{ecutors.

The laws made by this independent
Dominion, and denominated Blue-Laws
by the neighbourijng Colonies, were never
fuffered to be printed ; but.the following
fketch of fome of them will give a tole-
rable idea of the fpirit which pervades
the whale,

« The Governor and Magiftrates, con-
vened in general Affembly,are the fupreme
power under God of this independent
Domipionv

From the determination of the Affem-
bly no appeal thall be made.

The Goverpor is amenable to the voice
of the people.

The Governor fhall have only a fingle
vote in determining any queftion; except
a cafting vote, when the Aflembly may
be equally divided,

The Affembly of the People fhall not

‘ : be
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be difmiffed by the Governor, but fhall
difmifs itfelf.

Confpiracy againft this Dominion fhall
be punithed with death.

Whoever fays there is a power and
jurifdi@ion above and over this Dominion,
fhall fuffer death and lofs of property.

- Whoever attempts to change or over-

turn this Dominion fhall fuffer death.
The judges thall determine controver-

fies without a jury. '

No one fhall be a freeman, or give a
vote, ynlefs he be converted, and a mem-
ber in full communion of one of the
Churches allowed in this Dominion.

No man fhall hold any office, who is
not found in the faith, and faithful to this
Dominion; and whoever gives a vote to
fuch a perfon, fhall pay a fine of 1l. for
a fecond offence, he fhall be disfran-
chifed.

Each freeman thall {wear by the blefl-
ed God to bear true allegiance to this

Dominion,
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Dominion, and that Jefus is the only
King. .

No quaker or diflenter from the
eftablithed worthip of this Dominion fhall
be allowed to give a vote for the clection
-of Magiftrates, or any officer.

No food or lodging fhall be afforded
to a Quaker, Adamite, or other Heretic,

If any- perfon turns Quaker, he fhall be
banithed, and not (uffered to return but
upon pain of death,

No Prieft thall abide in the Dominion ¢
he fhall be banithed, and (uffer death on
his return.  Priefts may be feized by any
one without a warrant,

No one to crofs a river, but with an
authorized ferryman.

No one (hall run on the Sabbath-day,
or walk in his garden or elfewhere,
except reverently to and from meeting.

No one fhall travel, cook viftuals,
* make beds, {weep houfe, cut hair, or
fhave, on the Sabbath-day.

F No
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No woman fhall kifs her child on the
SaBbath or fafting-day.

The Sabbath fhall begin at funfet on
Saturday.

To pick an ear of corn growing in a
neighbour’s garden, fhall be deemed
theft.

A perfon accufed of trefpafs in the

night fhall be judged guilty, unlefs he .

clear himfelf by his oath,

When it appears that an accufed has
confederates, and he refufes to difcover
them, he may be racked.

No one fhall buy or fell lands without
permiffion of the fele@men.

A drunkard fhall have a mafter ap-
~ pointed by the fele¢tmen, who are to
debar him from the liberty of buying and
felling.

Whoever publithes a lye to the pre-
judice of his neighbour, thall fit in the
ftocks, or be whipped fifteen ftripes,
~ No Minifter fhall keep a {choal.

: Every
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Every -rateable perfon, who refufes to
pay his proportion to the fupport of the
‘Minifter of the town or parith, fhall be
fined by the Court 2/. and 4/ every
quarter, until he or fhe pay the rate to
the Minifter.

Men-ftealers fhall fuffer death.

Whoever wears cloaths trimmed with:
gold, filver, or bone lace, above two fhil-
lings by the yard, fhall be prefented by
the grand jurors, and the fele¢tmen fhall

- tax the offender at 300/ eftate.

A debtor in prifon, {wearing he has no
eftate, fhall be let out, and fold, to make
fatisfaction. |

Whoever fets a fire in the woods, and it
burns a houfe, fhall fuffer death ; and per-
fons fufpected of this crime fhall be im-
prifoned, without benefit of bail.

Whoever brings cards or dice into this
Dominion fhall pay a fine of 5l

No one fhall read Common-Prayer,
keep Chriftmas or Saints-days, make

F2 minced |
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minced pies, dance, play cards, or ply on
‘any inftrument of mufic, except the drum,
trumpet, and jews-harp.

No Gofpel Minifter thall join pcoplc
‘in marriage ; the Magiftrates only fhall
join in marriage, as they may do it with
lefs fcandal to Chrift’s Church .

When parents refufe their children con-
venient marriages, the Magiftrates fhall
determine the point, '

The fele@men, on finding children
ignorant, may take them away from their
parents, and put them into better hands,
at the expence of their parents. -
~ Fornication fhall be punifhed by com-
pelling marriage, or as the Court may
‘think proper.

Adultery fhall be punithed with death.

A man that ftrikes his wife thall pay a
fine of '10l. a woman that ftrikes her

. + The Savage Pawawwers, or Priefts, never .
concern themfelves with marriages, but leave them
to the Paniefh, or Magiftrates.

hudband



CONNECTICUT. 69

hufband fhall be punithed as the Court
directs,

A wife (hall be deemed good evidence
againft her hufbana. :

No man fhall court a maid in perfon,
or by letter, without firft obtaining con-
fent of her parents: s/ penalty for the
firft offence; 10l for the fecond ; and,
for the third, imprifonment during the
pleafure of the Court,

Married perfons matft live together, or
‘be imprifoned.

Every male fhall have his hair cut
round according to a cap®.”

Of fuch fort were the laws made by
the people of Newhaven, previous to
- their incorporation with Saybrook and
Hertford colonies by the charter. They
confift of a vaft multitude, and were very
properly termed Blue Laws; i. e. bloody

* The Levitical law forbids cutting the hair,
or rounding the head. ’

F3 Laws ;
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Laws; for they were all fantified with
excommunication, confifcation, fines, ba-
nithment, whippings, cutting off the ears,
burning the tongue, and death, Europe
at this day might well fay the Religion
of the firft fettlers at Newhaven was
fanaticifm turned mad ; and did not fimi-
lar laws flill prevail over New-England
as the common law of the country, I
would have left them in filence along
with Dr, Mather’s Patres confcripti, ard
the renowned Saints of Mr, Neal, to flecp
to theend of time. No one, but a par-
tial and blind bigot, can pretend to fay
the projectors of them were men of
Grace, uftice, and Liberty, when nothing
but murders, plunders, and perfecutions,
mark their fteps. The beft apology that
can be made for them is, (I write in re-
ference to thofe times, ) that human nature
is every-where the fame; and that the
mitred Lord and canting' Puritan are
equally dangerous, or that both agree in

the
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the unchriftian do&rine of perfecution,

and contend only which hall put it inprac-
tice. Mr. Neal fays many call the firft
Colonizers in New-England weak men
for feparating from the Church of England,

and fuffering perfecutions, rather than

“comply with indifferent ceremonies ; and,

after afferting that they were men of great
learning and goodnefs, he appeals to the
world to judge, which were weak, the

Bithops or the Puritans? My anfwer is,

that thofe Puritans were weak men in Old

England, and ftrong in New England,

where they out-pop’d the Pope, out-

king’d the King, and out-bithop’d the

Bifhops. Their murders and perfecutions

prove their ftrength lay in weaknefs, and
their religion in ambition, wealth, and
dominion,

Notwithftanding the pcrpctual jealou-
fy and difcordance between the three co-
lonies of Conneicut, (Saybrook claiming
the whole under the Lords Say and Brook,

F 4 Hertford
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Hertford under Jehovah and Conqucft,
and Newhaven under King Jefus and
Conqueft,) they judged it neceffury, for
their better fecurity againft the Dutch and
Indians, to ftrengthen each other’s hunds
by forming a’ general confederacy with
the Colonies of New Plymouth and the
Maffachufets-Bay. A meafure of this
kind, which they formally entered into
in 1643, proved of the moft falutary
confequence, in 2 war which many years
aftér broke out between them and Philip,
. fachem of the Pokanoket Indians, and
which, for fome time, imminently ehdan-
geéred the Colonies, but at length termii-
nated in the deftruion of that noted
warrior and his followers.

The death of Cromwell in 1658 ftruck
an awe throughout all New-England,
Hertford and Newhaven appointed their
days of fafting and ‘prayer. - Davenport
prayed ““ the Lord to take the New-Eng-
# Jand Vine under his immediate care,

¢ as
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“ as he had removed by death the gieat
“ Protector of the proteftant liberty:”
ncverthelefs he lived to fee the time
when Charles II. obtained the poffef-
fion of his Father’s crown and kingdom,
in fpite of all his prayers. * However, in
the midft of forrows, they were com-
forted by the prefence of many regicides
and ‘refugees, who fled from England not
fo much for religion as for liberty ; among
whom were Whaley, Goffe, and Dixwell*, -
three of the judges and murderers of
Charles 1.  Davenport and Leet the then
Governor received them as Angels from
Heaven, and blefled God that they had
efcaped out of the hands of * Herod the
* fon of Barabbas.”

Newheven Dominion being thus fud-
denly filled with inbabitants, faw itfelf

_ * Dixwell died and lies buried in Newhaven.
His grave is vifited by the fober dijfenters with great
reverence and veneration ; nay, even held facred as
the tomb at Mecca. Here are buried alfo the chil-
dren of Colonel Jones, and many other rebels.

enabled
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enabled to fupport its -independence, and
as ufual defpifed Hertford and Saybrook,
and withal paid no attention to the
King and Parliament of England.—The
People of Maffachufets, who were ever for-
ward in promoting their own confequence,
obferving the temper and condu& of thofe
of Newhaven, conceived an idea at once of
exalting an individual of their own Pro-
vince, and of - attaching Hertford and
Saybrook to their intereft for ever. They
fent Mr. John Winthrop privately to Hert-
ford, to promote a petition to Charles II.
for a charter, as a fcc'urity againﬁ the
- ambition of Newhaven.—The  Bofto-
nians boafted of having had the honour
of fettling Hertford, which they therefore
profefled to confider in the light of a
near and dear connefion. ‘The propofal
was accepted by the few perfons to whom
it was communicated, but, in framing-
their ‘petition, they found themfelves de-
ficient in their title to the lands. This

obliged
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obliged them to have recourfe toa Junto
at Saybrook, who claimed a title under
Lords Say.and Brook.— A few pur-
chafes, or rather exchanges, of land now
took place between the Junto’s; after
which a petition was drawn up, contain-
ing an artful defcription of the lands
claimed, * part of which they faid they
had purchafed, and part they had con-
quered.” They then as privately ap-
pointed Mr. Winthrop their agent to ne-
gociate the bufinefs in England, which
he very willingly undertook. On his ar-
rival here, he applied to the agents of
Maffachufets-Bay, and with their affift-
“ance procured from the incaution of
Charles II. as ample a cbarter as was ever
given to a palatinate ftate; it covered not
only Saybrook, Hertford, and Newhaven,
but half New-York, New-Jerfey, and
Penfylvania, and a tra& of land pear 100
miles wide,and extending weftward to the
South fea, 1400 miles from Narraganfet
: bay.
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bay. This Charter, which was obtained
in 1662, well pleafed the people of Hert-
ford, becaufe it coincided with their for-
mer vote, viz, ¢ that their dominion ex-
tended from fea to fea.” Newhaven do-
minion too late difcovered the intrigues
of her artful neighbours ; and, after two
years oppofition, fubmitted to the charter
purely out of fear left fome of her mini{-
ters and magiftrates fhould {uffer ignomi-
nious deaths for aiding in the murder of
their King. : :

“To the great joy of the People of
Bofton and Saybrook, Mr. Winthrop was
appointed, by the Charter, Governor of
all Conne@icut. Their joy, however,
fprung from different motives: Saybrook
haped for effectual protection from the
infults of Hertford and the perfecutions
of Newhaven; and Bofton expetted to
govern the Governor. ,

Mr. Winthrop fettled at New-London,
in the kingdom of Saffacus, or colony

of
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of Saybrook, where he purchafed lands of
the claimants under Lords Say and
Brook. Wifdom and moderation guided
Mr. Winthrop. He was annually eleéted
Governor till his death, which happened
in 1676. . '
Whether it were owing to the difco-
very of any defe& in the title of the
People of Conne&icut to the foil, or of
any undue arts practifed in obtaining their
charter, or whether it muft be confidered
as an inftance of Charles’s fickle or arbi-
trary difpofition, that Monarch, in the
fhort fpace of two years after granting
that charter, comprized half Connec-
ticut in another grant to his brother the
Duke of York of the territory between
the rivers Conneficut and Delaware,
called by the Dutch New Netherlands.
This ftep excited much difcontent in
Conne&icut, efpecially when an aual
defalcation of its territory was difcovered

to be in agitation, after Colonel Nichols
had
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had fucceeded in an enterprize he was
fent upon againft .the Dutch at New-
York. Commiffioners were fent thither
from Connecticut, the latter end of 1664,
to defend the interefts of the Colony ; but,
notwithftanding all the oppofition they
could make, they were conftrained to
yield up the whole of Long-Ifland, and
a ftrip of land on the eaft fide of Hudfon’s
river. ‘This difmemberment is not eafily
to be juftified ; but, probably, finding it
neceffary to the performance of a promife
he had made the Dutch of the enjoyment
of their pofleflions, Nichols might think
himfelf at liberty of infifting upon it, fur-
nithed as he was with almoft regal pow-
ers as the Duke of York’s deputy. In
that capacity, he affumed the government
of the conquered territory, but does not
appear to have intermeddled further with

that of Conne&icut.
With Colonel Nichols were aflociated
three other gentlemen, in 2 commiffion,
em-=
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empowering them to enquire into the
ftate of the New-England provinces, to
hear and redrefs complaints, fettle dif-
ferences, and check abufes of power:
but the ill humour and obftinacy of
thofe of Conneticut and Maffachufets-
Bay, in a great meafure fruftrated their
endeavours.

By authority of the Charter, the free-
men chufe annpually, in May, a Governor,
a Deputy-Governor, a Secretary, a Trea-
furer, and 12 Afliftants, and, twice a year,
two Reprefentatives from each town,
Thefe, being met, conflitute the General
Affembly, which has power to make laws,
provided they are not repugnant to the
laws of England, and enforce them with-
out the confent of the King.

The General Aflembly meets in May
and O&ober without fummoning. By
it the colony has been divided into fix
counties, viz. Hertford, Newhaven, New-
London, Fairfield, Windham, and Litch-

field ;
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field ; and thefe fubdivided into 73 town-
thips, and 300 parithes ‘

Each town has two or mere juftices
of peace, who hear and determine, with-
out a jury, all caufes under 2/.

Each county has five judges, who try
by a jury all caufes above 2/. -

Five judges prefide over the fuperior
court of the province, who hold two fef-
fions in each county every year. To this
court are brought appeals from the coun-
ty courts when the verdi@ exceeds 1o/,
appeals from the courts of probate,
writs of error, petitions for divorce, &c.

The General Aflembly is a court of
chancery, where the error or rigour of the
judgments of the fuperior court are cor-
rected. .

The General Affembly, and not the
Governor, has the power of life and death.

The courts of probate are managed by
a juftice of peace appointed by the Gene-
ral Affembly.

Each
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Each county has its Sheriff, and each
town its conftables.

By charter the Governor is Captam—
general of the militia. Fourteen Colonels,
14 Lieutenant-Colonels, and 14 Majors,
are appointed by the General Affem-
bly. The Captains and Subalterns are
cleted by the People, and commiflioned
by the Governor.

The ecclefiaftical courts in Connecticut
are, 1. The Minifter and his Communi-
cants: 2. The Aflociation, which is com-
pofed of every minifter and deacon in
the county : 3. The Confociation, which
confifts of four minifters and their dea-
cons, chofen from each Aflociation ;
and always meets in May, at Hert-
ford, with the General Aflembly. Anap-
peal from the Confociation will lie before
the General Affembly; but the clergy
have always been againdt it, though with
lefs fuccefs than they withed.—The Gene-
ral Aflembly declared “Sober Diffenters”

- G to
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to be .the eftablithed religion of the pro-

vince,

" The laws of the colony enaéted by the
authority of the Charter, are decent in
comparifon with the Blue Laws. They
make one thin volume in folio. Yet ex-
ceptions may juftly be made to many of
them—equal liberty is not given to all
parties —taxes are unfairly laid—the poor
are opprefled.—QOne law is intolerable,
viz. When a trefpafls is committed in the
night, the injuted perfon may recover
_damages of any-one he fhall think proper
toaccufe, unlefs the accufed can prove
an alibi, or will clear him(elf by an oath ;
which oath, neverthelefs, it is at the option
of the juftice either to adminifter or re-
fufe. Queen Ann repealed the cruel
laws refpe&ing Quakers, Ranters, and
Adamites’s but the General Affembly,
notwithftanding, continued the fame in
their law-book, maintaining that a law
made in Connelticut could not be re-

pealed
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pealed by any authority but their own.
It is a ruled cafe with them, that no law
or {tatute of England be in force in Con-
necticut, till formally paffed by the Gene-
ral Affembly, and recorded by the Secre-
tary. Above 30 years ago, a negro caf~
trated his mafter’s fon, and was brought
to trial for it before the Superior Court at
Hertford. The Court could find no law to
punith the negro. The lawyers quoted
the Englith ftatute againft maiming;
the Court were of opinion that ftatute did
not reach this colony, becaufe it had not
been pafled in the General Affembly ; and
therefore were about to remarid the negro
to prifon till the General Aflembly thould
meet. Bug an ex-poft-faélo law was ob-
jeGted to as an infringement upon civil
liberty, At length, however, the Court
were releafed from their difficulty, by
having recourfe to the vote of the
firlt fettlers at Newhaven, viz. That the
Bible thould be their law, till they could

Ga make
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make others more fuitable to their cire
cumftances. The court were of opinion
that vote was in full force, as it had not
been revoked; and thereupon tried the
negro upon the Jewith law, viz. Eye for
‘Eye, and Tooth for Tooth. He fuffered
accordingly.

The idea foftered by the colony of
independence on Great Britain, was not,
as might be imagined; deftroyed by the
royal charter, but, on the contrary, was
renewed..and invigorated by it. Indeed,
the charter is as much in favour of Con-
ne&icut, and uhfavourable to England, as
if it had been drawn up in Bofton or
Newhaven. Had it been granted jointly
by the King, Lords; and Cogimons, and
not By the King fo/us, no one could dif-
pute the independence of Conne&icut on
England, any mote than they could that
of Holland on Spain. The people at
Jarge did not difcriminate between an aét
bf the King folus, and an a& of theKing,

'. L.O,l'ds’



CONNECTICUT. 8§

Lords, and Commons, conjointly ; arid,
to prevent any-one from thewing the dife
ference, the General Aflembly made a
law, that ¢ whoever fhould attempt ta
deftroy the conftitution of this Colony
as by charter eftablithed, fhould fuffer
death,” The pawer of a Britith King
was held up by them much higher than
the confltitution allowed. The King
had authority, they faid, to form palati-
nate ftates without confent of Parliament,
Accuftomed to do&rines of this tendency,
the myltitude concluded the General Afs
fembly of Conne@icut tq be equal ta the
Britith Parliament,

Notions of this kind did not prevail
in Connecticut alone; Maflachufets-Bay
ftill - more abounded with them, and
Rhode JQland was not uninfe@ed. What
was the confequence .P‘ Complaints ag’ain&
thole governments poured jnto the Bri-
tith court. A reformatian, therefore, bes
same indifpenfable in New-England, and

G3 WaF
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was begun by a disfranchifement of the
Maflachufets province. The death of
Charles 11. put a temporary ftop to pro-
ceedings againft the other colonies; but
James II, foon found it expedisnt to re-
new them. 1In, July, 16835, the following
inftances of mal-adminiftration were for-
mally exhibited againft the Governor and
Company of Conneicut, viz. ¢ They
¢“ have made laws contrary to the laws
“ of England :~~they impofe fines upon
¢ the inhabitants, and cenvert them to
¢ their own ufe:—they enfore an oath of
¢ fidelity upon the inhabitants without
“ adminiftering the oath of fupremacy and
«¢ allegiance, as in-their charteris directed ;
« they deny to the inhabitants the exer-
s cife of the religion of the church of
« England, arbitrarily fining thofe who
¢ refufe to come to their congregational
¢ Affemblies :—his Majefty’s fubjeéts in-
¢ habiting there, cannot obtain juftice in
“ the courts of that colony :—they dif-

“ courage
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# courage and exclude the government:
s all gentlemen of -known loyaky, and
s¢ keep it inv the hands of the independent
f¢ party in the colony.” (New-Eng. Ent,
wol. ii. p. 241.) In confequence of this
impeachment, James .II. ordered a Quo
Warranto to be iffued againft the Char-
ter of Connelticut, The People per»
ceived the King was in earneft; and
their alarm manifefted itfelf in humble
follicitations for favour; but, it being
thought advifeable, on feveral accounts,
particularly the extenfive progrefs the
French were making in Canada, to ape
point one general Governor over New-
England, the fubmiffive applications of
the Connecticut colonifts could no fur-
ther be regarded than in allowing them
their choice, whether to be annexed to
New-York, or the Maflachufets, They
preferred the latter ; and, accordingly, Sir
Edmund Andros having been appointed
Captain-general over all New-England,

Gy the
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the charter of Conné&icut was furrender-
ed to him. It is very remarkable, that
‘Mr. Neal, Hutchinfon, and other hifto~
.rians of New-England, have artfully pafl-
ed over in filence this tranfa&ion of the
{urrender of Conne&icut Charter to Sir
Edmund Andros, the General Governor
over New - England.  They have re-
iprefented the magiftrates of Connecticut
as not having refigned their charter, but
by an erroneous coaftrution put on their
humble fupplication to James II. by
the Court of London ; whereas the fact
is, they refigned it, in propria forma, into
the ‘hands of Sir Edmund Andros, at
Hertford, in O&ober, 1687, and were an-
* nexed+to the Maffachufets-Bay colony, in
preference to New-York, according to
royal promife and. their own petition,
But the very night of the furrender of it,
Samuel Wadf{worth, of Hertford, with
the affiftance of a mob, violently broke
Jdato’the apartments of Sir Edmund, se-
‘ gained,
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gained, carried off, and hid the charter in
the hollow of an elm; and, in 1689, news
arriving of an infurre@ion and overthrow
of Andros at Bofton, Robert Treat, who
had been elected in 1687, was declared
by the mob ftill to be Governor of Con.
ne@icut. He daringly fummoned his old
Affembly, who, being convened, voted
the charter to be valid in law, and that
it could not be wacated by any power,
without the confent of the General-Af-
fembly. They then voted, that Samuel
Wadfworth thould bring forth the char~
ter ; which he did in a folemn proceflion,
attended by the High-theriff,and delivered
it to the Governor. The General Af-
fembly woted their thanks to Wadf-
worth, and twenty thillings as a reward
for flealing and hiding their chartec in the
elm. Thus Connefticut flarted from
a dependent county into an independent
province, in cefiance of the authority
that had Jatgly been paid fuch humble

: fub--
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fobmiffion. None' fhould be furprized
to. find the People fthewing more defe-
retice to Abimeleck King of Mohegin,
than to George King of England; fince
a vote of men, whofe legiflative and even
corporate capacity had been annthilated,
has prevailed, for more than eighty years,
over a juft exertion of royal prerogative,
Neverthelefs, this unconftitutional Af-
fembly, whofe authority under an af-
fumed charter has been tacitly acknow=
ledged by the Britith Parliament, have not
at all times been unchecked by the Corpo-
ration of Yale College. That College,
by a charter teceived from this felf-
ercted Government, was enabled to give
Bachelors and Mafters degrees; but the
Cotporation have prefumed to give Doc.
tors degrees. 'When the General Aflems
bly accufed them of ufurping a privilege
not couferred by their charter, they res
torted, that ¢ to ufurp upon a charter,
“ was not fg bad as to ufurp a vacated

¢ charter,”
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« charter.”’ ‘The General Aflembly were
obliged to be content with this an{wer, as
it contained much truth, and came fromy
the clergy, whofe ambition and powes
are not to be wifled with.

Whatever might be the reafon. of the
Englith Government's winking at the
contempt fhewn to their authority by the
people of Conne&icut, it certainly added
to their ingratitude ‘and bias to ufbes
pation, Having been in poffeffion of that
country one-hundred and forty years,
the General Aflfembly, though unfup-
ported either by law or juftice, reflolved
to take up and fettle their lands wefl not
only of Hudfon but Sufquehapna river,
and extending to the South-Sea. In
purfuance of this refolution, they with
modefty pafled over New-York, and the
Jerfeys, becaufe they are pofieffed by Myn-
heers and fighting chriftians, and feized on
Penfylvania, claimed by Quakers, who
fight not for either wife or daughter.

TRey
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They filled up their fathers iniquities, by
murdering the Quakers and Indians, and
taking poffefiion of their lands; and no
doubt, in another century, they will pro-
duce deeds of fale from Sunkfquaw,
Uncas, or fome other fuppofititious Sa-
chem. Thisis a ftriking inftance of the
ufe T have faid the Colony fometimes
make of their charter, to countenance
and fupport their adventurous fpirit of
enterprize. They plead that their chare
ter bounds them on the weft by the
South-Sea ; but they feem to have for-
gotten that their charter was furreptitioufly
obtained; and thatthe claufe on whichthey
dwell is rendered nugatory, by the petiti-
oners having defcribed their lands as lying
fipon Conneticut river, and obtained
partly by purchafe and partly by conquett,
Now, it being a fa&t beyond all contro-
ver{y, that they then had not conquered,
nor even pretended to have purchafed, any
lands weft of Hudfon’s-River, it is evis

dent
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dent that their wefternmoft boundary ne«
ver did or ought to extend further than to
that river. Not that Mr. Pen has any
juft title to thofe lands on Sufquehanna
river which are the bone of contention,
and which lie north of his patent : they
belong to the affigns of the Plymouth
Company, or to the Crown of England,

Republicanifm, fchifms, and perfecu-
tions, have ever prevailed in this Colony.
~The religion: of  Sober Diffenters”
having been eftablithed by the General
Aflembly, each fe¢t claimed the eftablith-
ment in its favour. The true Indepen-
dents denied that the Affembly had any
further power over Chrift’s Church than
to protect it. Few Magiftrates of any
religion are willing to yield their autho-

xity to Ecelefiaftics; and few difciples of

Luther orCalvin are willing to obey either
civil or fpiritual maftérs. In a Colony
awhere the people are thus difpofed, do-
minion will be religion, and faction con-

feienee.



54 HISTORY OF

fcience. Hence arofe contentions betweett
the Affembly and Independents ; and both
parties having been brought up under
Cromwell; their battles were well fought,
The independent Mipifters publithed;
from their pulpits, that the Aflembly
played off one fet again{t another 3 and
that Civilians were equal enemies to all
parties, and a&ted more for their own
intereft than the glory of God. Thole
fpiritual warriors, by their Affociations,
fafting and prayers, voted themfelves the
¢« Sober Diffenters,” and got the better of
the General Aflembly. Indeed, none difs
puted their vote with impunity. Whene
ever a Governor manifefted an inclination
to govern Chrift's Minifters, Chrift’s
Minifters were fure to inftrué the free.
men not to recle&t him. The Magif-
trates declared they had rather be under
Lotrds-Bithops than Lords-Affociations,
A Governor was appointed, who deter-
thined to reduce Chrift’s Minifters under

the
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the Civil Power; and, accordingly, the
Aflembly fent their Sheriff to bring before
them certain leading men among the Mi-
nifters, of whom they banithed fome,
filenced others, and fined many, for
preaching fedition. The Minifters told the
Aflembly, that cutft cows had fthort horns;
and that *“ they were Priefls for ever
*¢ after the order of Melchifedec.”” How-
ever, like good chriftians, they fubmitted
to the fentence of the Affembly; went
home, fafted, and prayed, until the Lord
pointed oyt a perfe& cure for all their
fufferings,  On ‘the day of election,
they told the freemen that the Lord’s caufe
trequired a man of Grace to ftand at the
head of the Colony, and with fure confi-
dence recommended the Moderator of the
Affociation to be their Governor; and
the Moderator was chofen. This event
greatly inflamed the lay-magiftrates, who
were further mortified to fee Minifters
among . the Reprefentatives ; whereupon

they
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they cried out, * This is a prefbyterian
popedom.” Now Magiftrates joined with
other Churches which they had long
perfecuted 3 and the Connecticut Vine
was rent more and more every day, The
Minifters kept the power; but not always
the office; of the Governor, whilft the
weaker party paid the coft. - One party
was called Old Light, the other New
Light : both aimed at power under pres
tence of religiony which-ever got the
power, the other was perfecuted. By this
happy quarrel, the various feCtarians were
freed from their perfecutions; becaufe
each contending party courted their votes
and intereft; to help to pull down its
adverfary.  This has been the reli-
gious-political free fyftem and practice
of Canne&icut fince 1662.

In fpeaking of the religious phrenzies
and perfecutions in Connecticut under the
fanéon of the charter, I muft notice the
words of -an eminent Quaker, who, as a

blafphemer,
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blafphemer, had been whipped, branded,
burnt in the tongue, fet on the gallows,
banithed, and, upon return, fentenced
to be hanged. *“ Doft thee not think,”
faid he to his Judges, « that the Jews,
“ who crucified the Saviour of the World,
““had a Charter 2

" Many have been the difputes between
Connecticut and the neighbouring Colo-
nies concerning their feveral boundaries,
‘and much blood has been fpilt on thofe
occafions.  On the north and eaft,
where lie the Maflachufets and Rhode-
Ifland, Connetticut has, in fome degree,
~been the gainer ; but has loft confiderably
on the weft and fouth, to the engen-
dering violent animofity againft the bya/
New-Yorkers, to whom it will probably

prove fatal in the end. The detail is
briefly as follows :

The Dutch fettlers on New-York
Ifland, Hudfon’s river, and the weft end
of Long Ifland, being fubdued by Colonel

H Nichols



98 HISTORY OF

Nichols in September, 1664, the royal
Commiffioners, after hearing the Depu-
ties from Connecticut in fupport of the
charter granted to that province againft
the Duke of York’s patent, ordered, in
December following, that Long-Ifland
fhould be- annexed to the government of
New-York, and that the Weft boundary
of Connecticut fthould be a line drawn
from the mouth of Mamaroneck river
north - north - weft to the line of the
Maffachufets. This fettlement, although
it infringed their charter, was peaceably
acquiefced inby the people of Conneticut;
and not complained of by thofe of New-
York till 1683, when they fet up a claim
founded upon a Dutch grant, faid to be
made in 1621, of all the lands from Cape
Cod to Cape Henlopen. In furtherance
of their pretenfions, they had recourfe to
invafion and flander. Of the latter Mr.
Smith has given a fpecimen in his Hiftory
of New-York, where he fays that the
agreement
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agreement in 1664 ¢ was founded in igno-
“ rance and fraud ;”° becaufe, forfooth,
* a north-north-weft line from Mamaro-
“ neck would foon interfe® Hudfon’s
“river I”” Could any one of common-fenfe
fuppofe the Dutch on the banks of
Hudfon’s river, who no doubt were con-
fulted upon the occafion, lefs acquaint-
ed with the courfe of it, than perfons re-
fiding on the banks of the Conne&icut?
Extraordinarily abfurd as fuch an infinu-
ation might be, the people of Connecticut
were aware of its probable weight with
the Duke of York, whofe patent grafped
half their country ; and therefore, know-
ing by whom a conteft muft be decided,
they confented to give up twenty miles
of their land eaft of Hudfon’s river, ho-
ping that would content a company of
time -ferving Jacobites and artful Dautch-
men. But neither were they nor their
Patron fatisfied ; and the agreement was
fufpended till ryoo, when it was con-

’ " Hz2 firmed
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firmed by William III. About twenty
- years afterwards, however, the New-
Yorkers thought the times favourable to
further encroachments; and at length, in

1731, they gained 60,000 acres more,
called the Oblong, from Conne&icut, pure-
ly becaufe they had Dutch confciences,
and for once reported in England what
was true, that the New-England colonifts
hated Kings, whether natives or foreigners.
Mr. Smith, indeed, p. 238, fays, referring
to Douglas’s * Plan of the Britith Dominions -

* Dr. Douglas was a naturalift, and a phyfician
of confiderable eminence in DBofton, where he
never attended any religious worfhip, having
been educated in Scotland with fuch rancorous
hatred againft epifcopacy, that, with his age, it
ripened into open fcepticifm and deifm. However,
his many feverities againft the Epifcopalians, New
Lights, and Quakers, procured him a good name
among the Old Lights, and the mongrel chriftians
of New-York, whofe policy and felf-intercft have
always domineered over confcience and morality.
For thefe reafons, his brother Smith, in his Hif-
tory of New-York, .frequently quotes him, to
prove his futile affertions againft New-England,
New- Jerfey, and Penfylvania. . p

o
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of New-England in fupport of his affer-
tion, that ¢ Conne&icut ceeded thefe
“ 60,000 acres to New York, asan equi-
" «.vafent for lands near the Sound furren-
“dered to Conne&icut by New-York.”
Mr. Smith, and all the New-York cabal,
know, that there never were any lands
in the poffeflion of the New-Yorkers fur-
rendered . to Conneticut: on the con-
trary, Connecticut was forced, by the
partiality of fovereigns, to give up, not
only Long Ifland and the above-men-
tioned twenty miles eaftof Hudfon’s river, -
but alfo the Oblong, without any equiva-
valent. How New-York could furrender
lands and tenements which they never
had any right to or poffeflion of, is only
to be explained thus: whereas the people
of New-York did not extend their eaftern
boundary to Conneicut river, they there-
fore furrendered to Conmecticut what they
never had ; which is like a highwayman’s
faying to a Gentleman, Give me ten gui-
. neas,
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neas, and I will furrender to you your
watch in your pocket.

Thus by degrees has Conneticut loft
a tra& of land fixty miles in length and
above twenty in breadth, together with
the whole of Long Ifland ; and this.in
the firft place by a ftretch of royal prero-
gative, and afterwards by the chicanery of
their competitors, who have broken through
all agreements as often as a temporifing
conduét feemed to promife them fuccefs.
Whenever, therefore, a favourable oppor- -
tunity prefents itfelf, it is probable, that
Meflrs. Smith and Livingfton, and other
pateroons in New-York, will find the.
laft determination alfo to have been
“ founded in ignoranceand fraud,” and will
be puthing their claim to all the lanas
weft of Conneélicut river ; but the op-
portunity muft be favourable indeed,
that allows them ta encroach one foot
farther with impunity.
Another ftroke the people of Con-
' nelicut
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necicut received about 1753 has forely
galled them ever fince, and contributed
not a litde to their thirft of revenge.
The Governor of New-York was then
appointed ¢ Captain-General and Com-
“ mander in Chief of the militia, and
¢ all the forces by fea and land, within
¢« the Colony of Connetticut, and of all
¢ the forts and places of ftrength within
« the fame.”  This violation of the
Charter of Connecticut by George II.
- was very extraordinary, as the reins of
Government were then in the hands of
proteftant diffenters, whofe fuppofed vene-’
ration for the Houfe of Hanover ope-
rated fo powerfully, that the American:
proteftant diffenting minifters were al-
lowed to be inftalled teachers, and to
hold fynods, without taking the oath of
allegiance to the Englith King, at the
fame time that papifts, and even members
of the Church of England, were not
excufed that obligation. The aggravat-

Hgy ing
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ing appointment above mentioned added
no celebrity to the name of George 1I.
in New-England ;. nor, however ex-
cufable it may appear in the eyes of
thofe who with me queftion the colo-
nial pretenfions of the people of Con-
ne@icut, was it, upon the ground they
have been allowed to ftand by the Eng-
lith government, juftifiable in point of
right, nor yet in point of policy, were
the true character of the New-Yorkers
fully known. This argument may be
ufed on more occafions than the prefent.
But Connedticut hath not been the
only fufferer from the reftlefs ambition
of New-York. Twenty miles depth of
land belonging to the Maffachufets and
Newhampthire . provinces, which for-
merly claimed to Hudfon’s river, were
cut off by the line that deprived Con-
nedticut of the fame proportion of its
weftern territory. With this acquifition,
furely, the New Yorkers might have
been
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. been content; but very lately their wi/fdom,
if not their ¢ fraud,” has prevailed over
the ¢ ighorance ” of Newhampfhire;
which has fuftained another amputation
of its territory, eighty miles in width
and two hundred miles in length; viz.
all the land between the above mentioned
twenty-mile line and Conneficut river.
The particulars of this tranfa@ion are in-
terefting. Benning Wentworth, Efq. Go~
vernor of Newhampthire, by order of his
~ prefent Majefty, divided, in 1762, the
vaft trat of land juft mentioned into
about 360 townfhips, fix miles{quare each,
"Thefe townthips he granted to proprietors
belonging to the four provinces of New
England, one townthip to fixty propri-
etors ; and took his fees for the fame,
according to royal appointment. Every
townfhip was, in twelve years time, to
have fixty families refiding in it. In
1769 there were fettled on this piece of
land 30,000 fouls, at a very great ex-

I pence ;
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pence; and many townfhips contained
100 families. The New-Yorkers found
means to deceive the King, and obtained
a decree that the Eaft boundary of New
York, after paffling Conneicut and Maf-
fachufets-Bay, thould be Conne&icut ri-
ver ¥. This decree annexed to the ju-
rifdi¢tion of New-York the faid 360
townthips ; but was quictly fubmitted to
by the proprietors, fince it was his Ma-
jefty’s will to put them under the jurife
diGtion of New-York, tho’ they found
themfelves 150 miles farther from their
new capital New-York, than they were
from Portfmouth, their old one. Had
the New-Yorkers refted fatisfied with
the jurifdiction, which alone the King

* Perhaps their fuccefs was facilitated by the
confideration, that the quit-rent payable to the
Crown in New-York is 2s. 6d. per 100 acres, but
only gd. in Newhampthire. The fame may be
faid, with ftill more reafon, in regard to the lands

acquired by New-York from Maflachufets-Bay
and Coaneélicut, where the quit-rent is——no-

thing.
had
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had given them, they might have enjoyed
their acquifition in peace ; and New-Eng-
land would have thought they had pof-
- fefled fome juftice, though deftitute of
religious zeal. But the Governor and
General Affembly of New York, finding
their intereft in Old-England ftronger
than the intereft of the New-Englanders,
determined at once, that, as the King had
given them jurifdiGtion over thofe 360
townfhips, he had alfo given them the
landsin fee fimple. Sir Henry More, the
Governor, therefore, in 1767, began the
laudable work of regranting thofe townthips
to fuch people as lived in New-York, and
were willing to pay him 6ool. York cur-
rency far his valuable name to each pa-
tent. It is remarkable that Sir Harry
made every Jawyer in the whole province
a patentee ; but totally forgor the four
public lots, viz, that for the Society for
the Propagation of the Gofpel, thofe for

the church, the firft clergyman, and
fchool
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fchool in each townfhip, twhich had
been referved in Governor Wentworth’s
grants. Death ftopped his career ; but
Colden, the Licutenant-Governor, filled
up the meafure of his iniquity, by granting
all the reft on the fame conditions. Sir
Henry More had taken care to grant to his
dear felf one townfhip, fettled with above
8o families, before he died. Colden did
the {ame for himfelf. The virtuous Wil-
liam Smith, Efq; of New-York, hada
townthip alfo; and Sir Henry More left

him his executor to drive off the New-
England fettlefs. This, however, he at-
tempted in vain.. The polite New-York-
ersy having the jurifdiction, betook them-
felves to law, to-get poffeflion of the lands
in queftion, which they called their own;-
and fent the poffe of Albany to ejeét the
pofleflors; but this mighty power was
anfwered by Ethan Allen, and the old
proprietors under Governor Wentworth,

who was a 'King’s Governor. as well as
' Sir
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Sir Henry More :-~-the Mynheers of Al-
bany were glad ta have liberty to return
home alive.— See here the origin’ of
Ethan Allen |—of the Verdmonts, and the
Robbers of the Green Mountains; a com-
pliment paid by the New-Yorkers to the
fettlers under Governor Wentworth ;~.
who, on that amiable gentleman’s death,
had no friend of note left in England,
and were therefore under the neceflity of
defending themfelves, or becoming tenants
toa fet of people who neither feared God
nor bonoured the King, but when they
got fomething by it.— The New-Yorkers
had the grace, after this, to outlaw Ethan
Allen, which rendered him of" confe-
quence in New England ; and it would
not furprize me to hear - that New-York,
Albany, and all that the Dutchmen pof-
fefs in houfes eaft of Hudfon’s River;
were confumed by fire, and the inhabi-
tants fent -to FHeaven, in the ftyle of Dr.
‘Mather, by the way of Amfterdam. I

" muft
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muft do the New-Englanders the juftice
to fay, that, though they efteem not high-
ly Kings or Lords, yet they never com-
plained againft his Majefty for what was
done refpe@ing Verdmont; on the con-
trary, they ever faid the King would re-
verfe the obnoxious decree, whenever he
fhould be acquainted with the truth of .
the cafe, which the New-Yorkers artfully
concealed from his knowledge.—There
are in the four New-England provinces
near 800,000 fouls, and very few uncon-
nected with the fettlements on Verd-
mont; the property of which was duly
vefted in them by Wentworth, the King’s
- Governor, whofe predeceffors and himfelf
* had jurifdiction over it alfo for 106 years.
They fay, what is very legal and juft, that
his Majefty had a right to annex Verd-
mont tp the government of New-York,
but could not give the fee of the land, be-
caufe he had before given it to the New-
Englanders. It appears very unlikely that

thofe
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thofe hardy fons of Oliver will ever give
up Verdmont to the New-Yorkers by the
order of Sir Henry More, or any other
Governor, till compelled by the point of
the fword. The Mynheers have more to
fear than the New-Englanders, who will
never yield to Dutchtvirtue. Van Tromp
was brave; Oliver was brave and fuc-
cefsful too.

Mather, Neal, and Hutchinfon, repre-
fent religion to have been the caufe of the
firft fettlement of New-England; and
the love of gold as the ftimulus of the
Spaniards in fettling their colonies in the
fouthern parts of America ; but, if we
fthould credit the Spanifth hiftorians, we
mutft believe that their countrymen were
as much influenced by religion in their
" colonial purfuits as were our own. How-
ever, in general, it may be faid, that the
condu@ of both parties towards the
aborigines difcovered no principles but
what' were difgraceful to human nature.

Murder,
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Murder, pluhd;r, and oufrage, were the
méans made ufe of to convert the be-
‘nighted favages of the wildernefs to the
fyftem of Him ° who went about doing
¢ good.” If we may depend on Abbé
Nicolle, the Spaniards killed of the Aytis,
or the favage nations, in the Ifland of
Hifpaniola, 3,000,000 in feventeen years ;
600,000 in Porto Rico, and twenty times
‘thefe numbers on the continent of South-
America, in'order to propagate the Gof-
pel in a favage and howling wildernefs!
The Englith colonifts have been as in-
duftrious. in fpreading the Gofpel in the
howling wildernefs of North America.
Upwards of 180,000 Indians, at leaft,
have been flaughtered in Maflachufets-
Bay and Conneicut *, to make way for
' ' the

* In 1680, the number of Indians, oraborigines,
in the whole Province of Conneicut, was 4000.
This was allowed by the General Affembly. How
~much greater their number was in 1637, may be

eftimated from the accounts given by Dr. Mather,
Mr.
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the proteftant religion ; and, upon a mode-
rate computation for the reft of the Colo-
nies on the Continent and Weft-India
Iflands, I think one may venture to aflert,
that near 2,000,000 favages have been
difmiffed from an unpleafant world to

Mr, Neal, Mr. Penhallow, and Mr, Hutchinfon, of
the deaths of Englithmen in the Indian wars for -
the fpace of forty-three years. It has been com-
puted, that, from 1637 to 1680, upon an ave-
rage, 100 Englifhmen were killed yearly in thofe
wars, and that there were killed, with the fword,
gun, and fmall-pox, 20 Indians for one Englith~
man, If this calculation is juft, it appears that
the Englith killed of the Indians, during the
above-mentioned period, 86000 ; to which number
the 4000 Indians remaining in 1680 being added,
it is clear that there were go,000 Indians in Con-
neticut when Hooker began his holy war upon
them: not to form conje&ures upon thofe who
probably afterwards abandoned the country. This
evinces the weaknefs of the [ndian mode of fighting
with bows and arrows againft guns, and the impro-
priety of calling Conne&ticut an howling wildernefs
in 1636, when Hooker arrived at Hertford. The
Englith in 136 years have not much more than
doubled the number of Indians they killed in 43
years. In 1770 the number of Indians in Con-
ne&icut amounted not to 4co fouls.

I the
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the world of fpirits, for the hopour of the
proteftant religion and Englith liberty,
Neverthelefs, having travelled over moft
parts of Britith America, I am able to.
declare, with great fincerity, that this
mode of converting the native Indians is
godlike in comparifon with that adopted
for the Africans. Thefe miferable people
are firft kidnapped, then pur under fows,
barrows and axes of iron, and forced thro
the brick-kiln to Molock. Near half a
million of them are doomed to hug their
mifery in ignorance, nakednefs, and hun-
ger, among, their mafters upper fervants
in Georgia, the Carolina’s, Virginia, and
Maryland. ‘The number of thefe wretch-
es upon the continent and iflands is
fcarce credible; above 100,000 in Ja-
maica alone; all toiling for the tyrant’s.
pleafure ; none fecking other happinefs
than to be fkreened from. the torture:
rendered neceflary by that curious Ame-
rican maxim, that. men muft be will-

ing:
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ing to die before they are fit jfor the
Kingdom of Heaven. However, what
Muflulman, African, or American, would
not prefer the ftate of a chriftian mafter,
who dreads death above all things, to the
ftate of thofe chriftian converts 2 Chrifti-
anity has been curfed through the infin<
cerity of its profeffors; even favages de-
fpife its precepts,becaufe they have no in-
fluence on chriftians themfelves. What-
ever religious pretences the Spaniards,
French, or Englith, may plead for depo-
pulating and repeopling America, it is
pretty clear, that the defire of gold and do-
minion was no impotent inftigation with
them to feck the weftern continent. The
Britith leaders in the {cheme of emigration
had felt the humiliating effes of the feudal
fyftem; particularly the partial diftribution
of fortunes and honours among children of
the fame venter in the mother country.
They had feen that this inequality pro-
duced . infolence and oppreflion, which

awakened the fentiments of independence
I2 . and
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and liberty, the inftin&s of every man,
Nature then kindled war againft the op-
preflors, and the oppreflors appealed to
prefcription.  The event was, Infeli-
city began her reign. Both parties in-
voked Religion, but proftrated themfelves
before the infidious thrine of Superftition,
the life of civil government, and the
finews of .war; that expiates crimes
by prayers, ufes ceremonies for good
works, efteems devotion more than vie-
_tue, fupports religion without probity,
values honefty lefs than honour, gene-
rates happinefs without morality, and is a
glorious helmet to the ambitious. They
inlited vaffals with her bounty, to
fight, burn, and deftroy, one another, for
the fake of religion. Behold the fequel !
The vafials fecured to themfclves more
than Egyptian mafters and laws, both in
the elderand younger brothers; yet,afterall,
Superftition told them they enjoyed liberty
and the rights of human nature. Happy
deception ! The Spartan Magnotes,

d

tribu-
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tributary to the Turks, are jealous of their
liberties ; while the American Canfez,
near Lake Superior, enjoy liberty com-
pleat without jealouly. Among the lat-
ter, the confcious independence of
each individual warms his thoughts and
guides his a¢tions, He enters the fache-
mic dome with the {ame fimple freedom
as he enters the wigwam of his brother ;
neither dazzled at the {plendor, nor awed
by the power, of the pofieffor, Here
is liberty in perfeGtion! What Chriffian
would with to travel 4000 miles to rob
an unoffending favage of what he holds
by the law of nature? That is not the
“Gold or Dominion that any Cbhrijfian
ever fought for. The firft fettlers of
., America had views very different from
thofe of making it a chriffian country:
their grand aim was to get free from the
infolence of their elder brethren, and to
aggrandize themfelves in a new world,
at the expence of the life, liberty, and

I3 property,
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property, of the favages. Had the inva-
ders of New-England fown the feeds of
chriffian benevolence, even after they
had eradicated the favages and favage
virtues, the world would not have re-
proached them for clierithing that all-
grafping fpirit in themfelves, which in
others had driven them from their parent
country : but the feudal fyftem, which
they confidered as an abominable vice in
England, became a fhining virtue on the
other fide of the Atlantic, and would
have prevailed there, had the People
been as blind and tame in worldly, as
they were in fpiritual concerns. But they
had too long heard their leaders declaim
againft the monopoly of lands and titles,
not to difcover that they themfelves were
men, and entitled to the rights of that race
. of beings: and they proceeded upon the
~ fame maxims, which they found alfo a-
mong the Indians, viz, that mankind are,
by nature, upon an equality in point of

: rank
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rank and poffeflion; that it is incom-
patible with freedom for any particular
defcriptions of men fyftematically to mo-
nopolize honours and property, to the ex-
clufion of .the reft; that it was a part
defpicable and unworthy of one freeman
to ftoop to the will and caprice of ano-
ther, on account of his wealth and titles,
accruing not from his own, but from the
heroifm and virtue of his anceftors, &c.
&c. The wox populi eftablithed thefe
maxims in New-England; and whoever
did not, at leaft, outwardly conform to
them, were not chofen into office; nay,
though not objectible on that fcore, men
very feldom met with re-appointments,
left they thould claim them by hereditary
right. Thus, the levelling principle pre-
vailing, equals were refpected, and fupe-
riors derided. Europeans, whofe man-
fiers were haughty to inferiors and fawn-
ing to fuperiors, were neither loved nor
¢fteemed. Hence an Englith traveller
- 14 through
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through Conne&icut meets with fuperci-
lious treatment at all taverns, as being
too much addicted to the ufe of the Im-
‘perative Mood, when fpeaking to the land-
lord. The anfwer is, *“ Command your
own fervants, and not me.”” The travel-
ler is not obeyed; which provokes him
to fome expreflions that are not legal in
the colony, about the smpertinence of
the landlord, who being commonly a juf-
tice of the pagce, the delinquent is im-
mediately ordered into cuftody, finéd, or
put into the ftocks. However, . after
paying cofts, and promifing to behave
well in future, he paffes on with more
attention to his ¢ unruly member” than
to his pleafures. Neverthelefs, if a tra- -
veller foftens his tone, and avoids the
Imperative Mood, he will find every civi-
lity frem thofe very people, whofe natu-
ral tempers are full of antipathy againtt
all who affe@ fuperiority over them.
This principle is, by long cuftom, blended

with
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with the religious doctrines of the pro~
vince ; and the people believe thofe to be
heretics and Arminians who affent not to
their fupremacy. Hence they confider
kingly Governors as the fhort horns of
antichrift, and every Colony in a ftate of
perfecution which cannot chufe its own
Governor and Magiftrates. Their aver-
fion to New-York is inconceivably great
on this account, as well as others 1 have
mentioned. Their jealoufies and fears of
coming under its jurifdition make them
heroes in the caufe of liberty, and great
inquifitors into the chara&ers and condu&
of all kingly Governors, They have
feleCted Mr. Tryon as the only Eng-
lith Governor who has acted with juftice
and generofity in refpe& to the rights,
liberties, and feelings, of mankind, while,
they fay, avarice, plunder, and oppreffion,
have marked the footfteps of all the reft.
This character Mr. Tryon poflefled even
after he had fubdued the Regulators in

North- .
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North-Carolina and was appointed Go-
vernor of New-York. Some perfons af-
fert, indeed, that he fecured the good-will
of Conne&ticut, by recommending, in
England, the Livingfton's, Schuyler’s, and
Smith’s, as the beft fubjects in New-York.
However, Mr. Tryon was undoubtedly
entitled to good report: he was humane
and polite : to him the injured had accefs
without a fee : he would hear the poor
man’s complaint,though it wanted the aid
of a polithed lawyer. Befides,Mr. Tryon
did not think it beneath him to fpeak to a
peafant in the fireet, or to ftop his coach
to give people an opportunity to let him
_pafs. His obje@ was not to make his
fortune, nor did he negle& the intereft of
the people. He embellithed not -his
language with oaths and curfes, nor fpent
the Sabbath at taverns, ’Tis true, Mr,
T'ryon went not to meeting ; but he was
forgiven this offence, becaufe he went to
* church : the pcoplc of New - England
having
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baving fo much candour as to believe a
man may be a goed fort of @ man, if he
goes to church, and is exemplary in hig
words and deeds. I have not the ho-
nour of being known to Mr. Tryon,
but, from what I know of bim, 1 muft
fay, without meaning to offend any other,
that he was the beft Governor and the moft
pleafing gentleman that I ever fawin a
civil capacity in America ; and that I can-
not name any Briton {o well calculated to
govern in Connecticut,with eafe and fafety
to himfelf, as he is. One reafon for this
affertion is, that Mr. Tryon has a punc-
tilious regard for his word; a quality,
which,tho’ treachery is the ftaple commo-
dity of the four New-England Provinces,
the people greatly admire in 2 Governor,
and which, they fay, they have feldom
found in royal Governors in America.

-mew—But whither am 1 wandering ?
I beg pardon for this digreffion, though
in favour of fo worthy a man.

of
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* Of the thare Conne&icut has taken, in
common with her fifter colonies, in co-
operating with the Mother-country againft

her natural enemies, it is fuperfluous to

fay ‘any-thing here, that being already
fufficiently known. I fhall therefore
proceed to a defcription of the country,
its towns, productions, &c. together with
the manners, cuftoms, commerce, &c.
of the inhabitants, inter{perfing fuch hif-
ftorical and biographical anecdotes, as may
occur to me in the relation, and have a
tendency to elucidate matter of fa&, or

charaterize the people,

The dimenfions of Conne&icut, ac--
cording to its prefent allowed extent, are,
from the Sound, on the fouth, to the
Maffachufets line,on the north, about fixty
miles; and from Biram river and New-
York - line, on the weft, to Narraganfet
Bay, Rhode-1{land, and Maffachufets-Bay,
on the eaft, upon an average, about 100

miles,
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miles. It is computed to -contain
§,000,000 acres, '

Many creeks, inlets, bays, and rivers
interfe the coalt, Three of the laft,
dividing the colony into as many parts, I
fhall particularly notice. They all run
from north to fouth. .

The eaftern river is called the Thames .
as faras it is navigable, which is only to
Norwich, 14 miles from its mouth,
There dividing, the greateft branch, call-
ed Quinnibaug, rolls rapidly from its
fource 100 miles diftant though many
towns and villages, to their great plea-
fantnefs and profit. On it are many
mills and iron-works; and in it various
kinds of fith; but no falmon, for want of
proper places to nourifth their fpawn.

The middle river is named Connec-
ticut, after the great Sachem to whom
that part of the province through which
it runs belonged. This vaft river is 500
miles long, and four miles wide at its

‘ mouth :
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mouth : its channel, or inner banks, iii
general, half a mile wide. It takes its
rife from the White Hills, in the north of
New-England, where alfo fprings the
river Kennebec. Above 500 rivulets,
which iflue from lakes, ponds, and
drowned lands, fall into it : many of
them are larger than the Thdmes at
London. In March, when the rain arid
fun melt the fnow and ice, each ftream is
overcharged, and kindly haftens to this
great river, to overflow, fertilife, and pre-
ferve its trembling meadows. They [ift
up enormous cakes of ice, burfting from
their frozen beds with threatening inten-
tions of plowing up the frighted earth,
and carry them rapidly down the falls,
where they are dafhed i pieces and rife
in mift, Except at thefe falls, of which
there are five, the firft fixty miles from its
mouth, the river is navigable throughout.
In its northern parts are 3 great bendings, ¥
called cohofles; about 100 mxlcs afunder.
Two
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Two hundred miles from the Sound is a
naeraw of: five yards only, formed by twa
fhelving- mountains. of folid.rock, whofe
taps intereept the-clauds. Thro’this chafm.
are_compelled to pafs all the waters which
in the:time of the floods:bury. the northera
ceuntry. At the upper cohos the river
then fpreads 24 miles wide, and for five
- or fix weeks fhips of war might feil over
.lands, that afterwards produce the greateft
crops of hay and grain in all America.
People who can bear:the fight, the groans,
the tremblings, and furly motion of water,
trees, and ice, through this awful paffage,
view with aftonithment one of the great-
eft phenomenans-in nature. Here water
is confolidated, without froft, by preflure,
by fwiftnefs, between the pinching, fturdy
rocks, to fuch adegree of induration, that
no iron crow can be forced into it :—here
iron, lead, and cork, have one common
weight:—here, fteady-as time, and harder
than marble, theftream pafles irrefiftible,
if
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if not fwift, as lightning : —the eleétric
fire rends trees in pieces with no greater
eafe, than does this mighty water. The
pafage is about 400 yards in length,
and of a zigzag form, with obtufe cor~
ners. The following reprefentation will

affift the reader in forming an idea of it.

/

Shelving Rock.
"3o0y 3utaeyg
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At high water are carried through this
firaight mafts and other timber with incre-
dible fwiftnefs, and fometimes with fafety;
but when the water is too low, the mafts,
tinber, and trees, ftrike on one fide or
the other, and, though of the largeft fize,
are rent, in one moment, into fhivers, and
fplintered like a broom, to the amazement
of fpe@ators. The meadows, for many
miles below, are covered with immenfe
quantities of wood thus torn in pieces,
which compel the hardieft travellers to re-
fle®, how feeble is man, and how great
that Almighty who formed the light-
nings, thunders, apd the irrefiftible power
and ftrength of waters !

No living creature was ever known to
pafs through this narrow, except an In-
dian woman, who was, in a canoe,
attempting to crofs the river above it, but
carelefsly fuffered herfelf to fall within the
power of the current..Perceiving her dan-
ger, fhe took a bottle of rum fhe had with

K her,
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‘her, and drank the whole of it ; then lay
down in her canoe, to meet her deftiny.
She ‘marvelloufly went through fafely,
and was taken out of the canoe fome miles
‘below, quite intoxicated, by fome Eng-
lithmen. Being afked- how fhe could
be fo daringly imprudent as to drink fuch
a quantity of rum with the profpe& of
inftant death before her, the fquaw, as
~well as her condition would let her,
replied, ¢* Yes, it was too much rum for
s once, to be fure ; but I was not willing
“ to lofe a'drop of it: fo I drankit, and
“ you fee I have faved all.”

Some perfons affert that falmonhave been
caught above this narrow, while others
deny it. Many have obferved falmon
attempt to pafs in the time of floods,
which certainly is the beft and likelieft
time, as, from the height of the water,and
the thelving of the rocks, the paffageis then
" broader ; but they were always thrown
back, and generally killed. It is not to be

fuppofed
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fuppoled that any fith could pafs with the
ftream alive. Above this narrow there
is plenty of fith both in fummer and
winter, which belong to the lakes or
ponds that communicate with the river:
below ‘it are the greateft abundance and °
variety caught or known in North Ame-
rica. ~ No falmon are found in any river
to'the weftward of this,

Except the Miffifippi and St. Lau-
rence; the Conneicut is the largeft erCI'
belonging to the Englith plantations in
the New World. On each fhore of it are
two great roads leadmg from the mouth
2co miles up the country, lined on both
fides with the beft-built houfes in Ame-
rica, if not in the world. It is com-
puted, that the country on each bank of
this river, to a depth of fix miles, and a
length of 300, is fufficient for the main-
tenance of an army of 100,000 men.  In
thort, the neighbouring fpacious and fer-
tile meadow, arable, and other ‘lands,

K2 com-
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combined with this noble river, are
at once the beauty and main fupport of
all New-England.

The weftern river is navigable and
called Stratford only for ten miles, where
Derby ftands ; and then takes the name
of Ofootonoc. It is 5o miles weft from
Conneticut river, and half a mile wide.
It rifes in the Verdmonts, above 200
miles from the fea, and travels 300
miles through many pleafant towns and
villages. The adjacent meadows are
narrow, and the country in general very
hilly. With fome expence it might be
made navigable above 100 miles. It fur-
nithes fith of various kinds, and ferves
many mills and iron-works,

Two principal bays, named Saflucus or
New-London, and Quinnipiog or New-
haven, run five or fix miles into the coun-
try, and are met by rivers which for-
merly bore the Sachems names.

It has already been obferved, that Con-

| necticut
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neGticut was fettled under three diftin&t
independent Gevernors ; and that each
Dominion, fince their union in 1664, has
been divided into two countics.

The KingpoM cF Sassacus, Sachem
of the Pequods, a warlike nation, forms the
counties of New-London and Windham,
which contain about 10,000 houfes, and
60,000 inhgbitants.' Saffacus was brave
by nature. The found of his coming
would fubdue nations, at the fame
time that Juftice would unbend his bow,
and Honour calm the thunder of his
tongue. Dr. Mather, Mr. Neal, and
others, have endeavoured to blaft his fame
by proving him to have been the ag-
greflor in the bloody wars which ended in
his ruin.  They have inftanced the mur-
_ der of Captain Stone "and others, to
juftify this - war, but carefully conceal-
ed the afluflination of Quinnipiog, the
treachery of Mr. Elliot (the Maffachufets-
Bay Apoflle of the Indians), and the in«

K 3 famous
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famous villainy of Hooker, who fpread
death upon the leaves of his Bible, and
ftruck Conne&icote mad with difeafe.
They alfo conceal another important
truth, that the Englith had taken poffef-
fion of lands belonging to Saffacus, with-
out purchafe or his confent. Befides,
Saffacus had too much fagacity to let
chriftian {pies, under the appellation of
gofpel miflionaries, pafs througl his coun-
try. He had feen the confequences of
admitting. fuch minifters of chriftianity
from Bofton, Hertford, &c. ampong his
neighbouring nations, and generoufly -
warned them to keep their gofpel of peace
~ from his dominions. The invaders of
this howling  wildernefs, finding their
favage love deteted, and that the Pequods
were not likely to fall a facrifice to
their hypocrify, proclaimed open war
with {word and gun, The unfortunate
Saflacus met his fate, Alas! he died—
not like Conneéticote, nor Quinnipiog—

but
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but in the field of battle; and the free-
dom of his country expired with his final
groan. This mighty conqueft wasachiev-
ed by the colonifts of Connecticut, with-
out the aid of the Mafluchufets ; never-
thelefs, Mr. Neal and others have afcrib-
ed the honour of it to the latter, with a
view of magnifying their confequence,
ever Mr. Neal’s grand object.
L
The county of New-London abounds
chiefly with wool, butter, cheefe, and In-
dian corn; and contains eight towns, all
which I fhall defcribe.

New-London has -the river Thames
on the eaft, and the bay of its own name
on the fouth, and refembles Iflington. Its
port and harbour are the beft in the colony.
The church, the meeting, and court-houfe,
are not to be boafted of ; the fort is tri-
fing. The houfes in this, as in all the
towns in the province, are infulated, at

K4 ‘the
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the diftance of three, four, or five vards
one from the other, to prevent the ra-
vages of fire, That of John Winthrop,
Efq; is the beft in the Province. The
townthip is ten miles {quare, and com-
prizes five parithes, one of which is epif-
copal. Abimeleck, a defcendant of the
firt Englith-made king of Mohegin, re-
fides with his fmall party in this town(hip,
He is a king to whom the people pay-
fome refpect,-—becaufe they made bim fo,
The people of this town have the cre-
dit of inventing tar and feathers as a pro-
per punithment for herefy. They firft
infliGted it on quakers and anabaptifts.
- New-London has a printing prefs,
much exercifed in the bufinefs of pam-
phlcts, fermons, and newf{papers. It is em-
ployed by the Governor and Company,
and is the oldeft and teft in the colony,
Newhaven, Hertford, and Norwich, alfo,
have each a printing’ prefs; fo that the
people are plentifully fupplied with news;
politics,
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politics, and polemical divinity.———A
very extraordinary circumf{tance happened
here in 1740. Mr. George Whitefield -
paid them a vifit, and preached of rig-
teoufnefs, temperance, and a judgment to
to come, which roufed them into the be-
lief of an heaven and an hell. They be-
came as children weantd and pliable as
_melted wax, and with great eagernels
cried out, What fball we do to be faved?
The preacher, then in the pulpit, thus
anfwered them,  Repent—do_ violence -
to no man——part with your felf-righteouf-
nefs, your filk gowns, and laced petti-
coats—burn your ruffles, necklaces, jewels,
rings, tinfelled waiftcoats, your morality
- and bifhops books, this very night, or
damnation will be your portion before the
morning-dawn.” The people, rather thro’
fear than faith, inftantly went out on the
eommon, and prepared for heaven, by
burning all the above enumerated goods,
excepting that of felf-righteoufnefs, which

was
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feet to the weft.—The following couplet
was written by a traveller on the fteeple: .
. % They’re fo perverfé and oppofite,
¢ As if they built to God in fpite.”

The reafons for the fingular cuftom of
buryingthe dead with their feet to the wett,

are two, and {pecial : firlt, when Chrift

begins his millenarian reign, he will come

from the weft, and his faints will be in a
ready pofture to rife and meet him:

fecondly, the papifts and epifcopalians

bury their dead with their feet to the

eaft. '

Was I to give a chara&er of the people
of Norwich, I would do it in the words
of the famous Mr. Grorge Whitefield,
(who was a good judge of mankind,)in his
farewel-fermon to them a fhort time be-
fore his death; viz. ¢« When I firft
preached in this magnificent houfe, above
20 years ago, I told you, that you were
part beaft, part man, and part devil;
at which you were offended, I have fince

thought
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thought much about that expreffion, and
confefs that for once I was miftaken.. I
therefore take this laft opportunity to
corre€t my error. Behold! I now tell you,
that yoa are not part man and part beaft,
but wholly of the devil.”

Lyme ftands on the eaft fide of Con-
ne&icut river, oppofite Saybrook ;s -and
refembles Lewitham. The townthip is
16 miles long, and 8 wide; and forms
four parifhes.

-Saybrook is fituated on the weft fide of
Conne&icut river, 20 miles weft from
New-London, and refembles Batterfea.
The townthip is twenty miles long and
fix wide, and forms four parithes. This
town was named after the Lords Say at.ld'
Brook, who were faid to claim the coun-
try, and fent, in 1634, a Governor and
a large number of people from England
- to build a fort and fettle the colony. See

pp. 9—18.
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hpp..9—18. It ‘was.prircipally owing
i to. his fort:that Hertford and Newhaven
omade good their {éttlements ;- it prevent-
od- Saffacus  from giving timely aid to
fCoﬂncéhcotc and-Quinnipiog.
" Saybrook is greatly fallen. from its an-
cient grandeur ; but is, noththf’candmg,'
-mefdrted to: with great:vesteration, .as the
sparent town of the wholecolony.  The
rombs of theifirft {ettlers apelheld ! facred,
ea:nd't téavellers feldom :pafs them withont
the compliment of a figh .eritear, « On
one mofly ftone is written,
1o < ¥4 Here pride js calm’d, and:deathoisife,”
1110 1709, ‘this town was honoured by
.siconvention :of contending independent
tdivives, who weére ‘pleafed -with no con-
zifticution in church or ftate;—This multi-
hosde “of fedtarians, -after long -débates,
-puigithed a-book, called,” The Saybrook
bRlatform, -eontaising the - doGrines and
bsles —of 'the “ehuréhes in ‘Conne&ticut,
,éBhe mly srovelty  in-thisifyftem s, that
N SR Chrift
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‘Chrift has delegated his minifterial, ‘king-
1y, -and prophetical power, one half tothe
.people, and the othdr half to the mini-
fters. 'This propofition may be thought
‘in ‘Europe a very firange one; but, if it
be recollected, that the :people in the pro-
'vince 'claimed ‘all .power in heaven and
on earth, ‘and that the minifters had: no
other ordination than what -came from
'the people, it will appedr, that-the Mini-
fters hereby gained from the people ove
‘half of ‘their power.. From this article
originated the pra&ice of the right hand
of fellowfhip at the ordination of a-miti-
fter. No one can be a minifter, till he
receives the right hand of the meflenger
who reprefents fix deacons from fix con-
gregations. The conclufion of -this fe-
verend and venerable body is, ¢ 'The
« Bible is our rule.”

‘Mr. Neal fays, p. 610,  That every
¢« particular fociety is a compleat church,
¢ having power to exercife all ecclefiafti-

¢ cal
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“ cal jurifdiGion, without appeal to any
¢¢ claffis : —they allow of {ynods for coun-
¢¢ cil and advice, but not to exercife the
¢« power of the keys.”
If Mr. Neal had taken the trouble to
read the Hiftory of the Church of Maffa-
_chufets-Bay,  written by the Reverend
. Mr. John Wife, a minifter of that church,
he would have found that the contrary to
all he has advanced is the truth. The
people of that province held the keys from
1620 to 1650: then the minifters got
pofleflion of them by their own vote,
which was pafled into a law by the Ge-
neral Aflembly. The vote was, ¢ There
¢ cannot be a minifter, unlefs he is or-
“ dained by minifters of Jefus Chrift.”
Thus commenced ordination by minifters
in New-England. The people were alarm-
ed at the lofs of the keys, and afked the
minifters who had ordained them? The
minifters anf{wered, The people. Then,
replied the people, we are the minifters

of .
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of Jefus Chrift, or you are not minifters ;
and we will keep the power. A violent
conteft enfued between the people and the
_ minifters; but the latter, by the help of the
General Affembly, retained the power of
the keys, and inftituted three ecclefiaftical
courts, viz. 1. The Minifter and his Com-_
manicants ;. 2. The Aflociation ; and, 3.
The Synod. There lies an appeal from
one to the other of thefe courts, all which
exercife fo much ecclefiaftical power, that
few are’ ealy under it. The firft court
fufpends from the communion; the fe-
oond re-hears the evidence, and confirms
or fets- afide the fufpenfion; the fynod,
after hearing the cafe again, excommuni-
cates or difcharges the accufed. From-
this laft judgment no appeal is allowed
by the fynod. The excommunicated
perfon has no other refource than petition-
ing the General Affembly of the province,
which fometimes grants relief, to the
great grief of the fynod and minifters.
L But
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But the reprefentatives commonly pay
dear for overlooking the conduét of the
fynod at the next eletion,

The people of Conneéticut have adopt-
ed the fame mode of difcipline as prevails
in Maffachufets-Bay ; but call a fynoda
Confociation.

To (hew that the {ynods are not quite
{o harmlefs as Mr. Neal reports, I will
give an inftance of their authority exer-
cifed in Conneticut in 1758. A Mr
Merret, of Lebanon, having loft his
wife, with whom he had lived childlefs
40 years, went to Rhode-Ifland, and
married a niece of his late wife, which
wras agreeable to the laws of that province.
By her having a child, Mr. Merret of-
~ ferred the fame for baptifm to the mi-
nifter of whofe church he was a mem-
ber. 'The minifter refufed, becaufe it
was an inceftuous child ; and cited Mer-
ret and his wife to appear before himfelf
and his church upon an indictment of

. inceft.
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inceft.,  Merret appeared ;. the verdict
was, Guilty of inceff. He appealed to
the aflociation, which alfo found him
guilty of inceff. He again appealed to
the confociation, and was again found
guilty of inceft. — Merret and his wife were
then ordered to feparate, and to make a
public confeflion, on pain of excommu-
nication. Merret refufed; whereupon
the minifter read the a& of excommunica-
tion, while the deacons fhoved Merret
out of the meeting-houfe. Being thus
caff out of the Jynagogue, and debarred
from the converfation of any-one in the
parith, it was well faid by Mr. Merret,
¢ If this be not to exercife the power of the
‘“ keys,  know not what it is.” The poor .
‘man foop after died of a broken heart,
and was buried in his own garden by fuch
chriftian brethren as were not afraid of
the mild puiffance of the confociation.
Mr. Neal fays, alfo, p. 609, after evin-
cing his jealoufy at the growth of the
‘ L 2 - church
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church of England in New - England,
“ If the religiops libertigs of the planta-
“ tions are invaded by the fetting up of
« fpiritual courts, &c. they will feel the
“ fad effets of it.” In this fentiment I
agree with Mr. Neal; but, unlugkily,
he meant the bithop’s courts, and I mean
the ‘courts of fynods, compofed, of his
“ meek, exemplary, and learned divines of
New-England,” but who are more fevere
and terrible than ever was the flar-cham-
ber under the influence of Laud, or the
inquifition of Spain. The ecclefiaftical
courts of New-England have, in the courfe
of 160 years, bored the tongues with
hot needles, cut off the ears, branded
the foreheads of, and banithed, imprifon-
ed, and hanged, more quakers, baptifts,
adamites, ranters, epifcopalians, for what
they call herefy, blafphemy, and witch-
craft, than there are inftances of perfecu-
tion in Fox’s book of Martyrology, or
under the bithops of England fince the

death
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death of Henry VIII. And yét Mr.
Neal was afraid of fpiritual courts, and
admired the prattice of the New-England
chorches, who only excommunicate of- -
fenders, -delivering them over to the civil
magiftrate to torture and ruin. TIf I re-
member right, I ohc¢e faw the inquifition
in Portugal a¢t after the very fame man-
ner, when the priclt faid, < We deal with
“ the foul, and the civil magiftrate with
“ the body.”

Time not having deftroyed the walls
of the fort at Saybrook, Mr. Whitefield,
in 1740, attempted to bring them down,
as Jothua brought down thofe of Jerico,
to convibce the gaping multitude of his
divine miflion. He walked feven times
round the fort with prayer and rams-
horns blowing—he called on the angel of
Jothua to come and do as he had done at
the walls of Jericho; but the angel was
deaf, or on a journey, or aflzep; and
therefore the walls remained.  Heré-

L 3 upon
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upon George cried aloud, “ This town is
accurfed for nat receiving the meflenger
of the Lord; therefore the angel is de-
parted, and the walls thall ftand as a mo-.
nument of a finful people.” He fhook off
the duft of bis feet againft them, and de-
parted, and went to Lyme.

Killing fworth is ten miles weft from
Saybrook, lies on the fea, and refembles
_ Wandfworth. The townthip is eight
miles - {quare, and divided into two pa-
rithes. 'This town is noted for the refi-
dence of the Rev. Mr. Elliot, common-
ly called Dr. Elliot, who difcovered the
art of making fteel out of fand, and
wrote a book on hufbandry, which will *
fecure him a place in the Temple of
Fame. )

Windbam, the fecond county in the
ancient kingdom of Saffacus, or colony of
Saybrook, is hilly; but, the foil being rich,

. has
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has excellent butter, cheefe, hemp, wheat,
Indian corn, and horfes. Its towns are
twelve.

Windham refembles Rumford, - and
ftands on Winnomantic river. Its meet-
ing-houfe is elegant, and has a fteeple,
bell, and clock. Its court-houfe is
fcarcely to be looked upon as an orna-
ment. The townthip forms four pa-
rithes, and is ten miles {quare,

Strangers are very much terrified at
the hideous noife made on fummer even-
ings by the vaft numbers of frogs in
the brooks and ponds. There are about
thirty different voices among them ; fome
of which refemble the bellowing of a
bull. The owls and whipperwills com-
plete the rough concert, which may be
heard feveral miles. Perfons accuftomed
to fuch ferenades are not difturbed by
them at their proper ftations; but one
night, in July, 1758, the frogs of an arti-

L4 ficial
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ficial pand, three miles fquare, and about
five from Wincham, finding the water
dried up, left the place in a body, and.
 marched, or rather hopped, towards
‘Winnomantic river. They were under
the neceflity of taking the road and go-
ing through the town, which they en-
tered about .midnight. The buoll frogs
were the leaders, and the pipers followed
witheut number. They filled a road 40
yards wide for four miles in length, and
were for fevéral hours pafling through
- the town, unufually clamorous. The ins
habitants werc equally perplexed and
frightened : {ome expected to find an army
of French and Indians; oethers feared an
earthquake, and diffolution of nature. The
confternation was univerfal. . Qld and
young, male and female, fled naked from
their beds with worfe fhrickings than
thofe of the frogs, The event was fatal to
feveral women. The men, after a flight
of half a mile, in which they met with many

: broken
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broken fhins, finding no enemies in pur-
fuit of them, made a halt, and fum-
moned refolution enough to venture back
_ to their wives and children ; when they
diftin&ly heard from the enemy’s camp
thefe words, #ight, Helderken, Dier,
Tor2. This laft they thought meant
treaty ; and plucking up courage, they
fent a triumvirate to capitulate with the
fappofed French and Indians, Thefe
three men approached in their fhirts, and
begged to fpeak with the General; but
it being dark, and'no anfwer given, they
were forely agitated for fome time be-
twixt hope and fear ; at length, however,
they difcovered that the dreaded ini-
mical army was an army of thirfty frogs
going to the river for a little water.

Such ‘an incurfion was never known
before nor fince; and yet the people of
‘Windham have been ridiculed for their
timidity on this occafion. I verily be-
lieve an army under the Duke of Marl-

' borough

/
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borough would, under like- circumftances,
have a&ed no better than they did.

In 1768, the inhabitants on Connec-
ticut river were as much alarmed at an
army of caterpillers, as thofe of Wind.

ham were at the frogs; and no one
- found reafon to jeft at their fears. Thofe
worms came in one night and covered
the earth on both fides of that river, to
an extent of three miles in front and two in
depth. They marched with great fpeed,
and eat up every-thing green for the
{pace of 100 miles, in fpite of rivers,
ditches, fires, and the united efforts of
1000 men. They were, in general,
two inches long, had white bodies cover-
ed with thorns, and red throats. When
they had finithed their work, they went
down to the river Conneicut, where
they died, poifoning the waters until
they were wathed into the fea. This
calamity was imputed by fome to the
valt number of trees apd logs lying in the

- creeks,

L4
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creeks, and to the cinders, fmoke, and
fires made to confume the wafte wood,
for three or four hundred miles up the
Conne&icut; while others thought it au-
gurated future evils fimilar to thofe in
Egypt. The inhabitants of the Verd-
monts would unavoidably have perithed
by famine in confequence of the devafta-
tion of thefe worms, had not a remarkable
providence filled the wildernefs with wild
pigeons, which were killed by fticks as
they fat on the branches of trees in fuch
multitudes, that 30,000 people lived on
them for three weeks, If a natural caufe
may be afligned for the coming of the
frogs and caterpillars, yet the vifit of the
pigeons to a wildernefs in Auguft has been
neceffarily afcribed to an interpofition of
infinjte power and goodnefs. Happy
will it be for America, if the fmiling pro-
vidence of Heaven produces gratitude,
repentance, and obedience, amongft her
children |

Lebanon
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Lébanon lies on the weft fide of
‘Winhomantic river. Its beft fireet, which
has good houfes on both fides, is one
mile long, and 100 vards wide. An
elegant meeting, with a fteeple and bell,
ftinds in the center. The towhthip
‘is ten milés fquare, and forms four pa-
tifhes. This towh was formerly famous
for an Indian fchool under the condu@
of the Reverend Dr. Eleazer Wheeluck,
whofe gréat zeal for the fpiritual good of
~ the favages in the wildernefs induced hirm
to follicit a colleion through England,
Having meét with fuccefs, his fchool at
Lébanon became a college in the Province,
of Newhampthire; where he has converted
his godlinefs into gain, and promifes fair
to excufe Government from the expence
of a fuperintendent of Indian affairs.

~ Coventry lies on the fame river : the
houfes are ftraggling. The townthip is
ten miles fquare, and confifts of two pa-

rithes.
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sithes, Here are two ponds, the one thaee,
the other four miles long, and half as wide,
well filled with mackarel and other fith.

Mansfield. lies eaft of Coventry, on
Winnomantic and Fundy rivers: the
houfes are fcattered. The townthip is
eight miles {quare, and divided into two
parithes. '

Union. and Willington lie on Win-
nomantic river, forming two. parithes.
Each townfhip is fix miles {quare.

Afbford lies on the river Fundy, in a
townthip ten miles- fquare, and forming
three parithes. The people of the town
have diftinguifhed themfelves by a firi&
enforcement of the colony laws againft
heretics, and epifcopalians, for not attend-
ing their meetings on the Sabbath.

Waodfteck lies. on Quinnibavg, and re-
{fembles
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fembles Finchley. The townfhip is ten
miles fquare, and divided into three pa-
1ifhes.—~Woodftock had the honour to
give birth to the Rev. Thomas Bradbury
~ Chandler, D. D. a learned Divine of the
Church of England, and well known in
the literary world.

Killingfley lies eaft of Woodftock,
The townthip, twenty miles long, and
fix wide, forms three parifhes.

Pomfret ftands on Quinnibaug river,
and refembles Batterfea. The townthip
is twelve miles fquare, and forms four
parifhes, one of which is epifcopal.—
Fanaticifm had always prevailed in the
county of Windham over chriftian mo-
deration; when, about the year 1770, after
many abufes, the epifcopalians found a
friend in Godfree Malebone, Efq. who
built on his own eftate an elegant church,
which was patronized by the Society for

the
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the Propagation of the Gofpel in foreign
Parts, who appointed a clergyman.

We read that David flew a lion and a
bear, and afterwards that Saul trufted
him to fight Goliath, In Pomfret lives
Colonel Ifrael Putnam, who flew a the-
bear and her two cubs with a billet of
wood. The bravery of this acion
brought him into public notice : and, it
feems, he is one of Fortune’s favourites. .
The ftory is as follows :—In 17354, a large
fhe-bear came in the night from her den,
which was three miles from Mr. Putnam’s
houfe, and took a fow out of a pen of his.
The fow, by her fqueaking, awoke M,
Putnam, who hatftily ran in his fhirt to
the poor creature’s relief; but before he
_could reach the pen, the bear had left it,
and was trotting away with the fow in her
mouth, Mr. Putnam took up a billet of
wood, and followed the {creamings of the
fow, till he came to the foot of a moun-
tain, where the den was. Dauntlefs he

entered
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eptered the hornid cavern ; and, after
walking and crawling upon his hands and
knees for fifty yards, came to a roomy
gell, where the bear met him with great
fury. He faw nothing but the fire of
her eyes; but that was fufficient for aur
hero: he agcordingly direted his blow,
- which .at ance proved fatal ta the bear,
and faved his own life at a moft critical
moment. Putnam then difcovered and.
killed two cubs; and having, though in:
Egyptian darknefs, dragged them and: the
dead fow, one by one, out of the cave, he
went home, and calmly reported to his fa-
mily what had happsned. The neighbours
declared, on viewing the place by torch-.
light, that his exploit: exceeded thofe of
Sampfon or David. —Soon afterwards, the
General Aflemby appointed Mr. Putnam
a Lieutenant in the army marching againft
Canada. His courage and good conduét
raifed him to the rank of Captain the
next year, The third year he-was made

a Major;
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a Major; and the fourth a Colonel. Put-
nam and Rogers were the heroes through
~ the laft war. Putnam was {o hardy, ata
time when the Indians had killed all his -
‘men, and completely hemmed him in
upon a river, as to leap into the ftream,
which in a minute carried him down a °
ftupendous fall, where no tree could pafs
without being torn in pieces. The In-
dians reafonably concluded that Putnam,
their terrible enemy, was dead, and made
their report accordingly at Ticonderoga;
but foon after, a fcouting party found
their fad miftake in a bloody ren-
contre. Some few that got off declared
that Putnim was vet living, and that he
was the firft fon of Hobbamockow, and
therefore immortal, However, at length,
the Indians took this terrible warrior
prifoner, and tied him to a tree ; where
he hung three days without food or
drink. They did not attempt to kill him
for fear of offending Hobbamockow ; but
M they
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they fold him to the French at a great
price. The name of Putnam was more
alarming to the Indians than cannon; and
they never would fight him after his
efcape from the falls. He was afterwards
redeemed by the Englith.

Plainfield and Canterbury lie on Qui-
nibaug river, oppofite to one another,
and have much the appearance of Le-
witham.  Each townthip is 8 miles
fquare, and forms two parifhes.

Voluntown lies on a {mall river, and,
refembles Finchley Common. The town-
fhip is 15 miles long, and 5 wide, and
forms three parithes, one of which is
Prefbyterian. This fe@ has met with as
little chriftian charity and humanity in
this hair-brain’d county as the Anabap-
tifts, Quakers, and Churchmen. The
Sober Diffenters of this town, as they flile
themfelves, will not attend the funeral

of a Pretbyterian.
The
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The KinepoM oF CoNNECTICOTE
forms two counties, viz. Hertford and
Litchfield, which contain about 15,000
houfts, and 120,000 inhabitants.

The county of Hertford excels the
reft in tobacco, onions, grain of all forts,
hay, and cyder. * It contains twenty-one
towns, the chief of which I fhall de-
feribe, comparing the reft to towns near

London.

HERTFORD town is deemed the ca-
pital of the province: it ftands 40 miles
from Saybrook, and the fame diftance
-from Newhaven, on the weft bank of
Conne@icut river, and is formed into
fquares. The townfhip is 20 miles from
eaft to weft, and fix in breadth, com-
* prizing fix parithes, one of which is epif-
copal.

The houfes are partly of brick and
partly of wood, well built, but, as I have

M2 obferved
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obferved in general of the towns in Con-
nelticut, do not join. King’s-Street is
two miles long, and 30 yards wide ; well-
paved, and cut in two by a fmall river,
over which is a high bridge. The town
is half 2 mile wide. A grand court- .
houfe, and two elegant meetings, with
fteeples, bells, and clocks, adorn” it, In
1760, a foundation of quarry-ftone was
laid for an epifcopal church in this town,
at the expence of near 300/ on which
occafion the Epifcopalians had a mortify-
ing proof that the prefent inhabitants in-
herit the fpirit of their anceftors. Sa-
muel Talcot, Efg. one of the Judges
of the County-Court, with the affiftance
of a mob, took away the ftoncs, and with
them built a houfe for his fon. What
added to fo meritorious an ation was, its
being juftified by the General Aﬁ'cmbly
and the Confociation.,
In 1652, this town had the bonour of
executing Mrs, Greenfinith, the firft
‘ witch
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witch ever heard of in America. She
was accufed in the indi@ment of practi-
fing evil things on the body of Ann Cole,
which did not appear to be true; but
the Reverend Mr. Stone, and other mi-
nifters, {fwore that Greenfmith had con-
fefled to them that the devil had had
carnal knowledge of her. The court then
ordered her to be hanged upon the indict-
ment,—Surely none of thofe learned di-
vines and ftatefmen ftudied inthe Temple
or Lincoln’s-Inn |—1It fhould feem, that
every dominion or townfhip was pofiefied
of an ambition to make itfelf famous in
hiftory, The fame year, Springfield, not
to be outdone by Hertford, brought Hugh
Parfons to trial for witchcraft, and the
jury found him guilty : but Mr. Pincheon,
the judge, had fome underftanding, and
prevented his execution till the matter
was laid before the General Court at Bof-
ton, who determined that he was not

guilty of witchcraft, The truth was,
M 3 Parfons
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Parfons was blefled with a fine perfon and
genteel addrefs, infomuch that the wo-
men could not help admiring him above
every other man in Springfield, and the
men could not help hating him :—fo
that there were witnefles enough to
{wear that Parfons was a wizard, — be-
caufe he made females love and males
hate him.
In Hertford are the following curio-
- fities: 1. An houfe - built of American
oak in' 1640, the timbers of which are
yet found, nay almoft petrified: in it was
born Jonathan' Belcher, Efq. Governor
of Maflachufets-Bay and New-Jerfey.—
2. An elm efteemed fucred for being the
trec in which their charter was conceal-
ed.—3. A wonderful well, which was
dug-6a feet deep without any appearance
of water, when a large rock was met:
with. The miners boring this rock, in
order to blaft it with powder, drove the
auger through it, wpon which the wa-
ter
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ter {pouted up with fuch great velo-
city, that it was with great difficulty the
well was ftoned, It foon filled and
ran over, and has fupported, or rather"
made, a brook for above one hundred
years.

The tomb of Mr. Hooker is viewed
with great reverence by his difciples,
Nathaniel, his great grandfon, a minifter
in Hertford, inherits more than all his
virtues, without any of his vices.

Weathersfield is four miles from Hert-
ford, and more compa& than any town
in the colony. The meeting-houfe is of
brick, with a' fteeple, bell, and clock.
The inhabitants fay it is much larger than
Solomon’s Temple. The townthip ten
 miles {quare ; parithes four. The peo-
ple.are more gay than polite, and more
fuperftitious than religious.

This town raifes more onions than are
confumed in all New-England. Itis a rule

M4 with
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with parents to buy annually a. filk gown
for each daughter above feven years old,
till the is married. The young beauty is
obliged, in return, to weed a patch of
onions with her own hands ; which fhe
performs in the cool of the morning, be-
fore the drefles for her breakfaft. This
- laudable and healthy cuftom is ridiculed
by the ladies in other towns, who idle
away their mornings in bed, or in gather-
ing the pink, or catching the butterfly,
to ornament their toilets ; while the gen.
tlemen far and near forget not the Wea-
thersfield ladies filken induftry.
Weathersficld was fettled in 1637, by
the Rev. Mr. Smith, and his followers,
who left Watertown, near Bofton, in or-
der to get out of the power of Mr. Cot-
- ton, whofe feverity in- New-England ex-
ceeded that of the bifhops in Old En-
gland. But Mr. Smith did not difcard
the fpirit of perfecution as the fole pro-
perty of Mr. Cotton, but carried with
- him
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him a fufficient quantity of it to diftrefs
and divide his litele flock.

Middletown is ten miles below Wea-
thersfield, and beautifully fituated upon
the Conne&icut, between two fmall
rivers, one mile afunder, which is the
length of the town and grand ftreet. Here
are an elegant church, with a fteeple,
bell, clock, and organ; and a large meet-
ing without a fteeple. The people are
polite, and not much troubled with that
fanatic zeal which pervades the reft of the
colony. The townfthip is ten miles fquare,
and forms four parithes, one epifcopal.
This and the two preceding towns may be
compared to Chelfea,

The following towns, which lie on
‘Conne@icut river, are fo much alike,
that a defcription of one will ferve for the
whole ; viz. Windfor, Eafi-Windfor, Gla/-
tonbury, Endficld, Suffield, Chatham, Had-
dgm, and Eaft- Haddam.—— Windfor, the
beft, is cut in two by the river Ett, which

' ' ' wanders
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wanders from the northweft 100 miles
through various meadows, towns, and
villages, and refembles Bedford. Town-
fhip ten miles f{quare, forming three
parithes. It was fettled in 1637, by the
Rev. Mr. Huet and his affociates, who
fled from religious flavery in Bofton to
enjoy the power of depriving others of
liberty.

- The following towns, lying back of
the river towns, being fimilar in moft
refpe@s, I (hall join alfo in one clafs ; viz.
Hebron, Colchefer, Bolton, Toland, Staf-
Sford, and Sommers.

Hebron is the center of the pro-
vince ; and it is remarkable that there
are 36 towns larger, and 36 lefs. It
is fituated between two ponds, about
two miles in length, and one in breadth;
and is interfe¢ted by two f{mall ri<
vers, one of which falls into the Con-
necicut, the other into the Thames. A
large mecting ftands on a fquare, where

' four
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four roads meet. The town refembles
Finchley. The townfhip eight miles
fquare ; five parifhes, one is epifcopal.
The number of houfes is 400; of the
inhabitants 3200. It pays one part out
of feventy-three of all governmental taxes;
and is a bed of farmers on their own
eftates. Frequent fuits about the Indian
titles have rendered them famous for their
knowledge in law and felf-prefervation.
In 1740, Mr. George Whitefield gave
them this laconic chara&er. ¢ Hcebron,”
fays he, ‘¢ is the ftrong-hold of Satan; -
“ for its people mightily oppofe the work
“ of the Lord, being more fond of earth
‘ than of heaven.”

This town is honoured by the refi-
dence of the Rev. Dr. Benjamin Po-
meroy; an excellent [cholar, an exem-
plary gentleman, and a moft thundering
preacher of the new-light order. His
great abilities procured him the favour
and honour of being the inftruGtor of

Abime-
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Abimeleck, the prefent King of Mohe-.
gin. He is of a very perfevering, {ove-
reign difpofition ; but juft, polite, gene-
rous, charitable and without diffimula-
tion,— Avis alba.

Here alfo refide fome of the defcen-
dants of William Peters, Efg. already
fpoken of ; among whom is the Rev.
Samuel Peters, an epifcopal clergyman,
who, by his generofity and zeal for the

" Church of England, and loyalty to the
" Houfe of Hanover, has rendered him-

felf famous both in New and Old Eng-
land, and in fome degree made an at-
tonement for the fanaticifm and treafons
of his uncle Hugh, and of his anceftor on
his mother’s fide, Major-General Thomas
Harrifon, both hanged at Charing-Crofs
in the laft century. See pp. 48—5 5, note.
Colchefier has to boaft of the Rev.
John Buckley for its firft minifter, whofe
grandfather was the Rev. Peter Buck-
ley, of Woodhill, in Bedfordfhire, in Old-
England
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England ; who, after being filenced by the
Bithop for his mifconduct, went to New-
England in 1635, and died at Concord in
16 58.—John Buckley was a great fcho-
lar: and, fuffering prudence to govern
his hard temper, he conciliated the efteem
of all parties, and became the ornament
of the Sober Diffenters in Conne&icut,
He was a lawyer, a phyfician, and a divine.
He publithed an ingenious pamphlet to
prove that the title of the people to their
lands was good, becaufe they had taken
them out of the ftate of nature. His
argument fatisfied many who thought their -
titles were neither legal, juft, nor fcrip-
tural: indeed, it may feem conclufive, if
his major propofition be granted, That
the Englifh found Conneicut in a flate
of nature. His fon John was a lawyer
and phyfician of great reputation, and
was appointed a judge of the fuperior
court very young. He and his father
were fufpeCted to be not found in the

' faith,
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faith, becaufe they ufed in their prayers,
From battle and murder, and from fudden
death, good Lord delrver us, for the fake of
thine only fon, who commands us thus to
- pray, Our Father, &c, &c.———Peter
Buckley was pofleffed of a gentleman’s
eftate in Bedfordthire, which he fold,
and fpent the produce among his fer-
vants in Maflachufets-Bay. His pofte-
rity in Colchefer, in Conne@icut, are very
rich, and; till lately, were held in great
efteem; which, howevet, they loft, by
conforming to the Church of England.
There is nothing remarkable to be ob-
ferved of any of the other towns I have
claffed with Hebron, except Stafford,
which pofiefics a mineral fpring that has
the reputation of curing the gout, fteri-
lity, pulmony, hyfterics, &c. &c. and
therefore is the New -England Bath,
where the fick and rich refort to prolong
life, and acquire the polite accomplifh-
ments,
Her-
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Herrington, Farmington, and Symibury,
lying weft from Hertford, and on the river
Ett, will finifh the county of Hertford,

Herrington is ten miles fquare, and
forms two parifhes.

Farmington refembles Croydon, The
townthip is fifteen miles fquare, and
forms eight parithes, three of which are
“epifcopal. Here the meadow land is fold
at sol. fterling per acre.

Sym/fbury, with its meadows and fur-
rounding hills, forms a beautiful landfkip,
much like Maidftone in Kent. The
townthip is 20 miles fquare, and con-
fifts of nine parifhes, four of which are
epifcopal. Here are copper mines. In
working one many years ago, the miners
bored half a mile through a mountain,
making large cells 40 yards below the fur-
face, which now ferve as a prifon, by or-

der
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der of the General Affembly, for fuch of-
fenders as they chufe not to hang. The

prifoners are let down on.a windlafs into
this difmal cavern, through an hole, which
_anfwers the triple purpofe of conveying
them food, air, and—— I was going to fay
light, but it {carcely reaches them. Ina
few months the prifoners are releafed by
death and the colony rejoices in her
great bumanity, and the mildnefs of her
laws. This conclave of {pirits .impri-
foned may be called, with great propriety,
the catacomb of Connecticut. The light
of the Sun and the light of the Gofpel are
alike fhut out from the martyrs, whofe

refurre&tion-ftate will eclipfe the wonder
of that of Lazarus, It has been remarked
by the candid part of this religious co-
lony, that the General Afflembly and Con-
fociation have never allowed any prifoners
in the whole province a chaplain, though
they have fpent much of their time and
the public money in {preading the Gofpel

, in



CONNECTICUT. 177

in the neighbouring colonies among the
Indians, quakers, and epifcopalians, and
though, at the fame time, thofe religionifts
preach damnation to all people who neg-
lect to attend public worfhip twice every
Sabbath, fafting, and thankf{giving day,
provided they are appointed by them-
felves, and not by the King and Parlia-
ment of Great Britain. This well-founded
remark has been treated by the zea-
lots as {pringing more from malice than
policy. )

I beg leave to give the following inftances
of the bumanity and milduefs the province
has always manifefted for the epifcopal
clergy : )

About 1746, the Rev. Mr. Gibbs, of
Symibury, refufing to pay a rate impofed
for the falary of Mr. Mills, a diffent-
ing minifter in the fame town, was, by
the Colle&or, thrown acrofs a horfe,
lathed hands and fect under the creature’s
belly, and carried many miles in that

N bumane
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bumane manner to gaol. Mr. Gibbs was
half-dead when he got there; and, though
he was releafed by his church-wardens,
who, to fave his life, paid the aflefiment,
yet, having taken cold in addition to his
bruifes, he became delirious, and has re-

mained in a ftate of infanity ever fince.
In 1772, the Reverend Mr. Moz-
ley, a Miffionary from the Society for the
Propagation of the Gofpel, at Litchfield,
was prefented by the grand jury for mar-
rying a couple belonging to his parith after
the banns were duly publifthed, and con-
fent of parents obtained, The Court
mildly fined Ms. Mozley 20/ becaufe he
could not thew any other licence to of-
ficiate as a clergyman, than what be had
received from the Bithop of London,
whofe authority the Court determined
did not extend to Conne&icut, which
was a chartered government. One of
the Judges faid, © It is high time to put
s g ftop to the ufurpations of the Bifhop
s of
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¢ of London, and to let him know, that
« thowgh his licence be lawful, and may
‘“ impower one of- his ¢urates to marry in
“ England, yet it is not fo in America ;
“and if fines would not curb them in
“ this point, imprifonment fthould.”

The fecond county. in the kingdom of
Connecticote, and the moft mountainous
in the whole province, is Litchfield ; which
produces abundance of wheat, butter,
cheefe, iron ore, &cc. and has many iron-
works, founderies, and furnaces. It con-
tains the following 14 towns:

Litchfield is watered by two fmall ri-
“vers.  An elegant meeting, and a decent
court - honfe, with fleeples and bells,
ormament the f{quare, where three roads
meet. The beft fireet is one mile long.
It refembles Dartford. The townthip is
12 miles {qnare, and forms five parifhes,
one of which is epifeopal.

Tho’- Litchfield is the youngeft county

N 2 of
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of Conneticut, yet, in 1766, it fet an ex-
ample to the reft worthy of imitation.
The province had always been greatly
peftered by a generation of men called
quacks, who, with a few Indian nof-
~trums, a lancet, a glifter-pipe, rhubarb,
treacle-water, mixed with Roman bombaft
of vena cava and vena porta, attacked fe-
vers, nervous diforders, and broken bones,
and, by the grace of perfeverance, fub-
dued nature, and helped their patients to
a paffage to the world of fpirits be-
fore they were ready. The furgeons
and phyficians, who were not quacks,
formed themfelves into a fociety, for
the encouragement of literature and a
regular and wholefome practice. But
their laudable endeavours were difcoun-
tenanced by the General Affembly, who
refufed to comply with their follicitation
for a charter ; becaufe the quacks and
© people faid, « If the charter were granted,
the learned men would become too rich

by
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by a monopoly, as they had in Eng-
land.”” The anfwer to this objeGtion was,
“Would it not be better to permit a
monoply to preferve the health and lives
of the people, than to fuffer quacks to
kill them, and ruin the province ?”
The reply proved decifive in that fanati-
cal affembly, viz. ¢ No medicine can be
ferviceable without the blefling of God.
The quacks never adminifter any phyfic
before the minifter has prayed for a blefl-
ing ; whereas the learned doctdrs fay, that
the blefling is in their phyfic, without the
prayers of minifters.”” One doGor propofed
the trial of a dofe of arfenic; whether it
would not kill any-one who would take it,
though 20 minifters fhould pray againft
itt. He was called a profane man—the
petition was rejeted—and quackery re-
mains triumphant ! '

New- Milford lies on Ofootonoc river.
A church and meeting, with fteeples
N 3 and
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and bells, beautify the town, which re-
fembles Fulham, The townfhip, twelve
miles fquare, forms five parithes, of which
two are ePi_fco_pal,

Woodbury lies on the fame river, and
refembles Kentith-Town. The townthip,
twelve miles {quare, is divided intq feven
parithes, three of them epifcopal.——In
this town lives the Rev. Dr. Bellamy,
who is a good fcholar, and a great preach-
er. He has attempted to thew a more
excellent way ta heaven than was known
before. He may be called the Athenian of
Conneticut; for he has publithed fome-
thing new to the chriftian worJd—Zuin-
glius may learn of him. ]

The following towns lie alfo on the
Ofootonoc, viz. Sharon, Kent, Salifbury,
New-Fairfield, Cornwall, Gofben, and Ca-
naan; and all of them refemble Finchley.
Each _town(hiP is ten miles fquare.—

- Sharon
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Sharon forms three parifhes, one of which
is epifcopal. - It is much noted on ac-
count of a famous mill, invented and
built by Mr. Joel Harvey, upon his own
eftate ; for which he received a compli-
ment of 20/. from the Society of Arts in
London. The water, by turning one
wheel, fets the whole in motion. In two
apartrnc:nts~ wheat is ground; in two
others, bolted ; in another threfhed ; in
a fixth, winnowed ; in the feventh hemp
and flax are beaten, and in the cighth
drefled. Either branch is difcontinued at
pleafure, without impeding the reft.

The other towns in Litchfield coun-
ty are, New-Hertford, Torrington, Hart«
land, and Winchefler, all which lie on
the river Ett. The townfhips are fe-
verally about fix miles fquare, and each
forms one parith.

The KincpoM oF QUINNIPIOG con-
ftitutes the Dominion of Newhaven,

N 4 divided
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divided into two counties, viz. Newhaven
and Fairfield ;, thefe again divided into
17 townfhips, about 12 miles {quare each,
The numter of houfes is nearly 10,000,
and that of the inhabitants 60,000.

The county of Newhaven is hilly, and
has a thin f{oil, enriched, however, by the
induftry of its inhabitants. The chief
commodities are, flax, rye, barley, white
beans, and falt-hay. It contains eight
towns ; four of which lie on the Sound,
and the other on the back of them,

" Newhaven townthip comprizes fourteen
parifhes; three of them epifcopal, and
one Sandemanian: The town, being the
moft beautiful in New-England, if not
in all America, is entitled to a minute de-
fcription. . It is bounded foutherly by the
bay into which the river Quinnipiack -
empties itfelf; eafterly and wefterly, by
two creeks two miles afunder; and,
northerly, by a lofty meuntain, that ex-
| - tends
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tends even to the river St. Laurence, and
forms a high land between the rivers
Hudfon and Conneticote ; ftanding in a
plain three miles by two in extent. This
plain is divided into 300 fquares, of the
fize of Bloomfbury-fquare, with ftreets
20 yards wide between each divifion.
Forty of thefe fquares are already built
upon, having houfes of brick and wood
on each front, about five yards afunder ;
every houfe with a garden that pro--
duces vegetables fufficient for the fa-
mily. Two hundred houfes are annually
erected. " Elms and button-trees furround
the center {quare, wherein are two meet-
ings, the court-houfe, the jail, and La-
tin fchool ;—in the fronts of the adjoin-
ing fquares are, Yale College, the chapel,
a meeting, and a church;—all thefe
grand buildings, with fleeples and bells,
The market is plentifully fupplied with
every neceflary during the whole year, ex-
cepting greens in winter. But the harbour
. 1s
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is incommoded by flats near the town, of
one mile in width, and by ice in winter,
The former evil is, in fome meafure re-
medied by long and expenfive wharves;
but the latter is incurable. The people,
however, fay their trade is greater than that
.~ of Norwich or New-London ; and their
thipping, of different burthens, confifts of
near 200 fail,

According to Dr. Mather, Newhaven
was, about 16406, to have becn made a city,
the intereft of the colony with Crom-
well’s party being then very great; but
a wonderful phenomenon prevented it,
As the good Dr. Mather never wanted
faith through the whole courfe of his mag-
nalia, and as the New-Englanders, to the
prefent time, believe his reports, I will
here prefent my readers with the hiftory
of this miracle :

¢ The people of Newhaven fitted out
a fhip, and fent her richly laden for Erig..
land, to procure a patent for the colony,

and
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and a charter for the city.— After the hip
had been at fea fome weeks,. there hap-
pened in New-England a violent ftorm,
which induced the people of Newhaven
to faft and pray, to inquire of the Lord
whether their fhip was in that ftorm, or
not. This was a real faft; for the peo-
ple neither eat nor drank from fun-rife
till fun-fet., At five o’clock in the after
noon, they came out of meeting, walk-
ing foftly, heavily, and fadly, home-
wards. On a fudden the air thundered,
and the /lightnings fhone abroad. They
loocked up towards the heavens, when -
they beheld their (hip under full fail, and
the failors fteering her from weft to eaft,
She came over the meeting where they
had fafted and prayed, and then was met
by an euroclydon, which rent the fails,
and overfet the fhip—in a few moments
the fell down near the weather-cock
on the fteeple, and inftantly vanithed.
The Pcoplc all returned to the meeting,

' where
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where the minifter gave thanks to God,
for anfwering the defires of his fervants,
and for giving them an infallible token of
the lofs of their thip and charter.”

This, and divers other miracles which
have happened in New-England, have
. been, and ftill are, ufeful to the clergy in
eftablithing the people in the belicf that
there is a great familiarity between God
and their minifters. Hence the minifters
govern the fuperftitious ; whilft the dea-
con, the lawyer, and the merchant, for
lucre, wink at the impofition—yet the
minifters in their turn are goverped by
their abettors. The cafe, upon the whole,
is this : the minifters govern a multitude
of fools, and are themfelves gaverned by
knaves.

—Thou genius of adventure! that
carriedft Columbus from eaftern to the
weftern fhores, the domain of favage
beafts and favage men, now curfed with
the demons of fuperftition and fanatici{m,

oh!
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oh! kindle in no other breaft the wifh
to feek new worlds:—Africa already
mourns, and Europe trembles |

The true character of Davenport and
Eaton, the leaders of the firlt fettlers
of Newhaven, may be learnt from the
following fa& :—An Englith gentleman,
of the name of Grigfon, coming, on his
travels, to Newhaven, about the year
1644, was greatly pleafed with its plea-
fant fituation; and, after purchafing a
large fettlement, fent to London for his
wife and family. But before their arrival,
he found that a charming fituation, with-
out the blefling of religious and civil li-
- berty, would not render him and his fa-
mily happy: he refolved, therefore, to
quit the country, and return to England,
as foon as his family fhould arrive, and
accordingly advertifed his property for
fale; when lo! agreeable to one of the
Blue Laws, no one would buy, becaufe

he had not, and could not obtain liberty
of




190 HISTORY OF

of the fele@men to fell it. The patiio-
tic virtue of the feletmen thus becoming
an infurmountable bar to the fale of his
Newhaven eftate, Mr. Grigfon made his
will, and bequeathed part of his lands to-
wards the fupport of an epifcopal clergy-
man, who fhould refide in that town,
and the refidue to his own heirs. Having
depofited his will in the hands of a friend,
he fet fail, with his family, for England,
but died on his paffage. This friend
- proved the will, and had it recorded, but
died alfo foon after. The record was
dexteroufly concealed by glueing two
leaves together ; and, after fome years, the
feleGmen fold the whole eftate to pay
taxes, though the rent of Mr. Grigfon’s
houfe alone in one year would. pay the taxes
for ten.  Some perfons, hardy enough to
exclaim againft this glaring injuftice,
were foon filenced, and expslled the town.
In 1750, an epifcopal clergyman was
fettled in Newhaven; and, having been

- informed
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informed of Mr. Griglon’s will, applied
to the town-clerk for a copy, who told
him these was no fuch will on record,
and withal refufed him the liberty of
fcarching. In 1768, Peter Harrifon, Efq.
from Nottinghamthire, in England, the
King’s collettor at the port of New-
haven, claimed his right of fearching
public records ; and, being a ftranger, and
not fuppofed to have any knowledge of
Grigfon’s will, obtained his demand,—
The alphabet contained Grigfon’s name,
and referred to a page which was not
to be found in the book. Mr. Harrifon
at firft fuppofed it to have been torn out;
but, on a clofer examination, difcovered
one leaf much thicker than the others.
He put a corner of the thick leaf into his
mouth, and foon found it was compofed
of two leaves, which with much difficulty
having feparated, he found Grigfon’s will!
To make fure work, he took a copy of it
hxmfelf and then called the clerk to draw

and
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and atteft another; which was done,
Thus furnithed, Mr. Harrifon inftantly
applied to the fele@men, and demanded
a furrender of the land which belonged
to the church, but which they as promptly
refufed ; whereupon Mr. Harrifon took
out writs of ejeGtment againft the pof-
feffors. As might be expected, Mr. Harri-
fon, from a good man, became, in ten
days, the worft man in the world ; but,
being a generous and brave Englithman,
he valued not their clamours and curfes,
though they terrified the gentlemen of the
law, Harrifon was ob]igcd\to be his own
lawyer, and boldly declared he expe&-
ed to lofe his caufe in New-England ;
but after that he would appeal, and try
" it, at his own expence, in Old England,
where juftice reigned. The good people,
knowing Harrifon did not get his bread by
their votes, and that they could not baffle
him, refigned the lands to the church
on that gentleman’s own terms ; which in

a few
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a few years 'will fupport a clergyman in
a very genteel manner. The honeft fe~
le@men yet poflefs the other lands, though
report fays Mr. Grigfon has an heir of
his own name, refiding near Holborn, in
London, who inherits the virtues of his
anceftor, and ought to inherit his eftate.

The fad and awful difcovery of Mr.
Grigfon’s will, after having been con~’
cealed above 100 years, would have con-
founded any people but thofe of Newa
haven, who ftudy nothing but religion
and liberty. Thofe pious fouls confoled
themfelves by comparifon: « Weare no
“ worfe,”” faid they, “than the people of
“ Bofton and Windham county.” The
following fa& will explain this juftification.
of the faints of Newhaven: _

In 1740, Mrs. Curfette, an Englifh
lady, travelling from New-York to Bof-
ton, was obliged to ftay fome days at
Hebron ; where, feeing the church not
finithed, and the church-people - fuffer-

(0] ing
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fering great perfecutions, the told them
to perfevere in their good work, and {he
would fend them a prefent when the got
to Bofton, Soon after herarrival there,
Mrs. Curfette fell fickand died. In herwill
fhe gave a legacy of 300l. old tenor (then
equal to jool. fterling) to the church of
England in Hebron; and appointed
John Hancock, Efq. and Nathaniel Glo-
ver, her executors. Glover was alfo her
refiduary legatee. The will was obliged
to be recorded in Windham county, be-
caufe fome of Mrs. Curfette’s lands lay
there. Glover fent the will by Deacon
S— H—, of Canterbury, ordering him to
get it recorded, and keep it private, left
the legacy thould build up the church.
The Deacon and Regifter were faithful to
their truft, and kept Glover’s fecret rwenty-
five years. At length the Deacon was
taken ill, and his life was fuppofed in great
&angcr. Among his penitential confef-
fions, he told of his having concealed
Mrs.
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Mrs. Curfette’s will.  His confident went
to Hebron, and informed the wardens,
that for one guinea he would difcover a
fecret of 300/. old tenor confequence to the
Church. The guinea was paid, and the
fecret difclofed. A demand of the legacy
enfued. Mr. Hancock referred to Glo-
ver; and Glover faid he was neither
obliged to publith the will, nor pay the
legacy : it had lapfed to the beir at law,
It being difficult for a Conne&icut man
to recover a debt in the Maffachufets-
Bay, and wvice werfa, the wardens were
obliged to accept from Mr. Glover 30/, in-
ftead of 300/. fterling; which fum, allow-
ing 200/. as lawful fimple intereft at fix’
per cent. for 25 years, ought in equity to
have been - paid. —This matter, however,
Mr. Glover is to fettle with Mrs, Cur-
fette in the other world.

Newhaven is celebrated for having given
the name of pumkin-beads to all the New-
Englanders. It originated from the Blue

02 Laws,
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Laws, which enjoin every male to have
his hair cut round by acap. When caps
were not to be had, they fubftituted the
hard thell of 2 pumkin, which being put
on the head every Saturday, the hair is
cut by it all round the head. What-
ever religious virtue is fuppofed to be de-
rived from this cuftom, I know not; but
there is much prudence in it: firft, it pre-
vents the hair from fnarling ;—fecondly,
it faves the ufe of combs, bage, and
‘tibbons ;—thirdly, the hair cannot incom-
mode the eyes by falling over them ;—
and, fourthly, fuch perfons as have loft
their ears for berefy, and other wicked-
nefs, canoot conceal their misfortune and

difgrace.
Cruelty and godlinefs were, perbaps,
never fo well reconciled by any people,
as by thofe of Newhaven, who are alike
renowned for both.. The unhappy ftory
of Deacon Potter has eternized the infa-
‘my of their Blue Laws, and almoft an-
nexed
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" nexed to their town the name of Sodom.
The Deacon had borne the beft of cha-
raéters many years: he was the peace.
maker, and an enemy to perfecution;
but he was grown old, was rich; and
had a young wife. His young wife had
an inclination for a young hufband, and
had waited with impatience for the death
of her old one, till at length, refolving, if
poffible; to accelerate the attainment of
her wifhes, the complained to the Ma-
giftrate, that her hufband did not render
her due benevolence. The Judge took
no notice of what fhe faid. She then
fwore that her hufband was an apoftate ;
and that he was fonder of his mare, bitch,
and cow, than of her; in which alle-
gations the was joined by her fon. The
Deacon was brought to his trial con-
demned, executed with the beafts, and
with them alfo buried in one common
grave, Dr. Mather, with his ufual quantity
of faith, fpeaks of the Deacon as verily

O3 guilty,
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_ guilty, ashaving had a fair, legal, and can-

did trial, and conviéted on good and fcrip-
, tural evidence. 1 am willing to allow
the Door as much fincerity as faith.
He had his information from the party
who condemned the Deacon; but there
~ are manufcripts, which I have feen, that
ftate the matter thus: Deacon Potter was
hanged for herefy and apoftacy, which
confifted in fhewing hofpitality to ‘ftran-
gers, who came to his houfe in the night,
among whom were Quakers, Anabaptifts,
and Adamites. This was forbidden by
the Blue Laws, which punifhed for the
firt and fecond offence with fines, and
with death for the third. His wife and
fon betrayed him for hiding the fpies, and
fending them away in peace. 'The court
was contented with calling his compli-
cated crimes beaftiality ; his widow, with
a new hufband; and the fon, with the
eftate ; while the public were deceived
by the artsof a wicked junto,——1I have

related
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related this ftory to thew the danger of
admitting a wife to give evidence againft
her hufband, according to the Blue Laws;
and to caution all readers againft cre-
diting too much the hiftorians of New-
England, who, either from motives of
fear or emolument, have, in number-
lefs inftances, defignedly difguifed or con-
cealed the truth. Such perfons, whofe
ftubborn principles would not bend to
this yoke, were not fuffered to fearch the
colonial records; and thofe who have
dared to intimate that all was not right
among the firft fettlers, have been com-
pelled to leave the country with the dou-
ble lofs of character and property.

To Newhaven now belongs YALE
CorLEGE, of which 1 have promifed
my readers a particular account. It was
originally, as already mentioned, a {chool,
eftablithed by the Rev. Thomas Peters,
at Saybrook, who left it his library at his
death. It foon acquired the diftinguith-

04 ing
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ing appellation of Schola Illufiris ; and,
about 1700, was honoured by the Ge-
neral Affembly with a charter of in-
corporatian, converting it into a college,
under the denomination of Yale College,
in compliment to a gentleman of that
name, governor of one of the Weft-India
ilands, and its greateft benefactor. The
charter conftitutes a prefident, three tu-
tors, twelve overfeers, and a treafurer;
and exempts it from any vifitation of the
Governor or Affembly, in order to fecute
it againft the controul of a King’s Gover-
nor, in cafe one fhould ever be appointed.
I have already obferved, that a power of
conferring Bachelors and Mafters degrees
was granted by the charter; and that the
corporation have zhought proper to affume
that of conferring Dotors degrees. By
the ceconomical regulations of the Col-
lege, there are, a profeffor in divinity,
mathematics, and natural philofophy ;
and four clafles of ftudents, which were
' at
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at firft attended by the prefident and the
three tutors ; but the prefident has long
been excufed that laborious tafk, and a
fourth tator appointed in his ftead. Each
clafs has its proper tutor. Once a week
the prefident examines them all in the
public hall, fuperintends their difputa-
tions and fcientific demonftrations, and,
if any ftudent appears to be negligent,
orders him under the care of a fpecial
tutor ; a fligma which {eldom fails of pro-
ducing its intended effe. Greek, Latin,
Geography, Hiftory, and Logic, are well
taught in this feminary; but it fuffers
for want of tutors to teach the Hebrew,
French, and Spanith languages. Oratory,
mufic, and politene(s, are equally negleGted
here and in the colony The ftudents at-
tend prayers, every morning and evening,
at fix o’clock. The prefident, profeflor,
or one of the tutors, reads and expounds
a chapter ; then a pfalm is fung, after
which follows a prayer. This finifhed,
each
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each clafs repairs to its tutor. The hours
of ftudy are notified by the College
bell, and every fcholar feen out of his
room is liable to a fine, which is feldom
excufed. 'The amufements for the even-
ings are, not cards, dancing, or mufic,
but reading and compofition. They are
allowed two hours play with the foot-ball
-every day. Thus cooped up for four
years, they underftand books better than
men or manners. They then are admit-
ted to their Bachelors degree, having un-
dergone a public examination in the arts
and fciences. Three years afterwards they
are admitted to their Mafters degree, pro-
vided they bhave fupported moral charac-
ters. The ceremony ufed by the prefi-
dent on thefe occafions is to deliver a
book to the intended Mafter in Arts, fay-
. ing, ¢ Admitto te ad fecundum Gradum in
¢ Artibus, pro more Academiarum in
“« Anglia ; tradoque tibi hanc librum, una
« cum poteftate publice pralegendi quotief-
: cunque
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"« cunque ad hoc munus evocatus fueris.”
For Bachelors the fame, mutatis mutandis.
“A diploma on vellum with the feal of
the College is given to each Mafter, and
figned by the prefident and fix fellows or
overfeers. The firft degrees of Mafters
were given in 1702, The ftudents of
late years have amounted to about 18o0.
They dine in the common-hall at four
tables, and the tutors and graduates at a
fifth, The number of the whole is
about 200. ’
Yale College is built with wood, and
painted of a fky colour ; is 160 feet long,
and three ftories high, befides garrets, In
1754, another building, of brick, 100 feet
long, and alfo three ftories high, exclu-
five of the garrets, with double rooms
and a double front, was added, ‘and

called Conneéticut Hall. About 1760,
a very elegant chapel and library were
creéted, with brick, under one roof.
But it cannot be fuppofed the latter is to
be
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be compared with the Vatican or Bod-
" leian. It confifts of 8 or 10,000 vo-
lumes in all branches of literature, but
wants modern books; though there is
a tolerable fufficiency, if the corporation
would permit what they call Bithops and
Arminiah books to be read.  Ames’s
Medulla is allowed, while Grotius de
Veritate Religionis is denied. It was
lately prefented with a new and valuable
apparatus for experimental philofophy.
The whole library and apparatus were
. given by various perfons, chiefly Englifh,
The General Affembly have endowed
this College with large trats of land,
which, duly cultivated, will foon fupport
the ample eftablithment of an Univerfity;
but, even at prefent, I may truly fay,
Yale College exceeds in the number, and
perhaps in the learning, of its {cholars, all

others in Britith America.
This feminary was, in' 1717, removed
from Saybrook to Newhaven ; the extra-
ordinary
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erdinary cayfe of which tranfition, I fhall
here lay before the reader.

Saybrook dominion had been fettled
by Puritans of fome moderation and de-
cency. They bad not joined with Mafia-
~ chufets-Bay, Hertford, and Newhaven,
in fending home agents to affift in the
murder of Charles I. and the fubverfion
of the Lords and Bithops :—they had re-
ceived Hooker’s heretics, and fheltered
the apoftates from Davenport’s millenarian
fyftem:—they had fthewn an inclination to
be dependent on the Mother-countsy,
and had not wholly anathematized the
church of England. In fhort, the peo~
ple of Hertford and Newhaven fufpected
that Saybrook was not truly pro-
teftant; that it had a paffion for the
lecks and onions of Egypt; and that the
youth belonging to them in the Schola 1i-
lufiris were in great danger of imbib-
ing its lukewarmnefs. A vote, there-
fore, pafled at Hertford, to remove

the
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the college to Weathersfield, where the
leaks and onions of Egypt would not be
thought of; and another at Newhaven,
that it thould be removed to that town,
where Chrift had eftablithed his dominion
from fea to fea, and where he was to be-
gin his millenarian reign. About 1713,
Hertford, in order to carry its vote into.
execution, prepared teams, boats, and a
mob, and privately fet oft for Saybrook,
and feized upon the college apparatus,
library, and ftudents, and carried all to
Weathersfield. This redoubled the jea-
loufy of the faints at Newhaven, who
thereupon determined to fulfil their vote;
and, accordingly, having colle¢ted a mob
fufficient for their enterprize, they fet
out for Weathersfield, where they feized
by furprize the ftudents, library, &c. &c.
But on the road to Newhaven they were
overtaken by the Hertford mob, who,
however, after an unhappy battle, were
obliged to retire with only part of the li-
brary
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brary and part of the ftudents. Hence
fprung two colleges out of one. The quar-
rel increafed daily, every body expecting
a war more bloody than that of Saffacus;
and, no doubt, fuch would have been
the cafe, had not the peace-makers of
Maflachufets-Bay interpofed with their
vfual friendthip, and advifed their dear
friends of Hertford to give up the college
to Newhaven. This was accordingly
done in 1717, to the great joy of the crafty
Maffachufets, who always greedily feek
their own profperity, tho’ it ruin their beft
-neighbours. The college being thus fixed
forty miles farther weft from Bofton than
it was before, tended greatly to the in-
tereft of Harvard College ; for Saybrook
and Hertford, out of pure grief *, fent
their fons to Harvard, inftead of the
college at Newhaven, 'This quarrel con-

® Pure grief means, in New-England, anger and
revenge,

tinued
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tinued till 1764, when it {ubfided in 2

grand continental confociation of mini-
fers, which met at Newhaven to confult
the fpiritual good of the Mohawks and
ether Indian. tribes, the beft method of
preferving the American ving, and the
proteftant, independent liberty of America :
—=-a good preparatory to rebellion againtt
Gteat Britain. '
. The Rev. Mr. Naphthali Dagget is the
fourth prefident of Yale Callege fince its
removal to Newhaven. He is an excel-
lent Greek and Latin fcholar, and
reckoned a good Calviniftic divine. Tho’
a ftranger to European politenefs, yet,
poflefling a mild temper and " affable dif-
pofition, the exercife of his authority is
untin@ured with haughtinefs.  Indeed,
he feems to have too much candour, and
too little bigotry, to pleafe the corpora-
tion, and retain his poft, many years.
The Rev. Mr, Nehemiah Strong,
the college profeflor, is alfo of an ami-
: able
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able temper, and merits the appoints
ment. oo

Were the corporation lefs rigid, and
more inclined to tolerate fome reafonable
amufements and polite accomplithments
among the youth, they would greatly add
to the fame and increafe of the college ;

and the ftudents would not be known by
every ftranger to have been educated in
~ Connegticut.  The difadvantage under
which they at prefent appear, from the
want of addrefs, is much to be regretted.

Brainford, Guildford, and Milford, are
much alike. _
Guildford is laid out in fquares after ~
the manner of Newhaven, 20 of which
are built upon. The church and two
meetings ftand on the center fquare. One
of the meetings is very grand, with a
fteeple, bell, and clock. The parithes in
it are eight, three of them epifcopal.
This town gave birth to the Reverend
P ' Samuel
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Samuel Johnfon, D. D. who was the firft
epifcopal minifter in Conneéicut, and ‘the
firft prefident of King’s College in New-
York. He was educated and became
a tutor in the college at Saybrook;
was an ornament to his native country,
and much efteemed for his humanity amd
learning. -

The Rev. Mr. George Whitefield, in
a fermon he preached in the great meet-
ing, gave the claracer of the people of
Guildford in 1740, His text was, Anoit
mine eyes with eye-falve. After pointing
out what was nof the true eye-falve, he
faid, ¢ I will tell you what 75 the true
¢ eye-falve :—it is faith—it is grace—it
“ is fimplicity—it is virtue—it is virgin’s
¢ water———Ah, Lord! where can
‘« they be found ?—Perhaps, not in this
¢¢ grand aflembly.”
" 1 have frequently quoted the Rev. Mr.
George Whitefield,—without that ludi-
crous intention which, poffibly, the reader

may
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may fufpe@ ‘me of. I admire his general
character, his great difcernment, his know-
ledge of mankind, his piety, his .good-
nefs of heart, his generofity, and hatred
of perfecution, though I think his zeal
was fometimes too fervent. I ever view-
ed him as an inftrament of heaven, as
the greateft Boaparges and bleffing Ame-
rica ever knew. He turned the profligate
to God ; he.rouzed the lukewarm chri-
ftrian ; he tamed the wild fanatic, and
made Felix tremble. It is true, he has
alfo made wifemen mad; but this is the
natural effe@ of the word, which is the fa-
voirr of life and the favour of death at one
and the fame time. New-England, be-
fore his coming, was but the flaughter-
houfe for heretics. He was admired by
thé opprefled epifcopalians, the trembling
quakers, the bleeding baptifts, &c. &ec,
He was followed by all fe@s and parties,
except the Sober Diffenters, who thought
. their craft in danger. He made peace
P2 where



212 HISTORY OF

awhere was no peace; and even his ene- -
mies praifed bim in the gate. White-
field did what could not have been done
without the aid of an omnipotent arm;
he planted charity in New-England, of
which the increafe has been a thoufand
fold.—He is landed wbere the wicked
ceafe from troubling ; where his works of
faith, love, and charity, cloath him ; and
where the Glory of Eternity blefles him
- with a welcome ineffably tranfporting.—
May his virtues be imitated ; his imper-
fections forgiven; and his happinefs ob-
tained by all !

Walling ford, Durbam, Waterbury, and
Darby, finith the county of Newhaven,
—Walling ford is the beft of the four:
it lies on Quinnipiack river, and forms
-eight parifhes, two of which are epifcopal.
'The Town-ftreet is one mile long, and the
houfes ftand pretty thick on both fides.
The church, and two meetings, one with
a'&ecple, bell, and clock, ftand in the
: middle
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middle of the ftreet.—The grave-ftones
poin't out the characers of the firlt fettlers,
An extra@ from one follows : ’
“ Here lies the body of Corporal Mofes Atwater,

* who left England in 1660, to enjoy liberty
¢t of confcience in a howling wildernefs.”

The fecond county in the kingdom of
Quinnipiog is Fairfield. It is fituated'
weft of Ofootonoc river, and contains nine
townthips: five of which lie on the fea,
and refemble one another; and on the
back of them are fituated the four others,
which' alfo have a mutual refemblance.
The foil is rich and uneven: the chief
productions, excellent wheat, falt-hay, and
flax. 'Thofe townthips which lie on the
fea, are Fairfield, Norwalk, Stamford,
Greenwich, and Stratford. This laﬂ; I
thall defcribe,

Stratford lies on the weft bank of Ofoo-
tonoc river, having the fea or Sound en
the fouth, There are three ftreets run-

P 3 ning
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ning north and fouth, and ten eaft and
weft. The beft is one mile long. On the
center {quare ftand a meeting with a

fteeple and bell, and a church with a
{’cc'cplc; bell, clock, and organ. Itisa
beautiful place, and from the water has
an appearance not inferior to that of Can-
terbury. Of fix pariﬂ)es.gqn;gingd in it,
three are epifcopal. The people are faid
to be the moft polite of any in the colopy,
owing to the fingular moderation of the
town in admitting, latterly, Epropeans to
fettle among them.. Many perfons come
alfo from the iflands, and fouthern pro-
vinces, for the benefit of their health,

. Here was erected the firft epifcopal
church in Conne@icut. A very extra-
ordinary ftory is told concerning the occa-
fion of it, which I fhall give the reader
the particulars of, the people being as
fanguine in their belief of it as they are
of the fhip’s failing over Newhaven.

An ancient religious rite, called the
Pawwaw,
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Pawwaw, was annyally celebrated by the
Indians; and commonly lafted feveral
hours every night for two or three weeks,
About 1690, they convened to perform
it on Stratford point, near the town,
During the noGurnal ceremony, the Eng-
lih faw, or imagined they faw, devils rifg
“out of the fea wrapped up in theets of
flame, and flying round the Indin camp,
while the Indians were fcreaming, cutting,
and proftrating themfelves before their
fuppofed fiery gods. In the midft of the
tumult, the devils darted in among them,
feized feveral, and mounted with them
iato the air; the cries and groans iffuing
from whom quieted the reft. In the morn-
ing, the limbs of Indians, all thrivel-
led, and covered with fulphur, were
found in different parts of. the town,
Aftonifhed and terrified at thefe fpeQacles, -
the people of Stratford began-to think the
devils would take up their abode among
them, and called together all the mini-

Py ‘ fters
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fters in the neighbourhood, to exorcife
and lay them. The minifters. began and
carried on their warfare with prayer,
hymns, and abjuration; but the paw-
waws continued, and the devils would
not obey. The inhabitants were about
to quit the town, when Mr. Nell fpoke
and faid, *“ I would to God that Mr.
Vifey, the epifcopal minifter'-at New-
York, was here; for he would expel all
thefe evil {pirits,” They laughed.-at his
advice; but, on his reminding them of
the little maid who direted Naaman to
a cure for his leprofy, they voted him
their. permiffion to bring Mr. Vifey at
the next pawwaw. Mr, Vifey attended
accordingly, and as the pawwaw com- -
menced with howlings and hoops, Mr.
Vifey read portions of the holy feripture,
litany, &c¢. " The fea was put into great
motion ; the pawwaw ftopped; the In-
dians difperfed ; and never more held 2
pawwaw in Stratford. The inhabitants

were
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were ftruck with wonder at this event,
and Keld a conference to difcover the rea-
fon why the devils and pawwawers had
abeyed the prayers of one mimifter, and
had paid no regard ta thofe of fifty. Some
thought that the reading the holy fcrip-
ture, others that the litany and Lord’s
prayer,—fome again that the epifcopal
power of the minifter, and others that
all united were the means of obtaining
the heavenly blefling they had received.
Thofe who believed that the holy fcrip-
tures and litany were effectual againft the -
devil and his legions, declared for the
church of England; while the majority
afcribed their deliverance to a complot
between the devil and the epifcopal mi-
nifter, with a view to overthrow Chrift’s
vine planted in New-England. Each
party aGted with more zeal than prudence,
The church, however, increafed, though
opprefled by more perfecutions and cala-
mities than were ever experienced by pu-

ritans
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ritans from bifhops and pawwawers.
Even the ufe of the Bible, the Lord’s
prayer, . the litany, or any' part of the
prayer-book, was forbidden ; nay,' mini-
fters taught from their pulpits, -according
to the Blue Laws, ¢ that the lovers of
Zion had better put their ears ta the
mouth of hell, and learn from the whif-
pers of the devils, than read the bithops
books;” while the churchmen, like
Michael the archangel contending with
the devil about the body of Mofes, dared
not bring agaiaft them a railing accufa~
tion.—But this was not all. When the
epifcopalians had collected timber for'a
church, they found the devils had not
left the town, but only changed theic
habitations—had left the favages and en-
tered into fanatics and wood. JIn the
night before the church was to be begun,
the timber fet up a country~dance, fkip-
ping about, and flying in the air, with as
much agility and fulphureous ftench as

ever
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ever the devils had exhibited around the
amp of the Indian pawwawers. This
alarming circumftance would have ruined
the credit of the church, had not the
epifcopalians ventured to look into the
phenomenon, and found the timber to
have been bored with augers, charged with:
gun-powder, and fired off by matches :—
adifcovery, however, of bad confequence
in one refpet---it has prevented the
annalifts of New-England from publifh-
ing this among the reft of their miracles.
About 1720, the patience and fufferings
of the epifcopalians, who were then but.
a handful, procured them fome friends
even among their perfecutors ; and thofe
friends condemned the cruelty exercifed
over the churchmen, quakers, and ana-
baptifts, in confequence of which they
firft felt the effets of thofe gentle wea-
pons, the New-England whifperings and
backbitings ; and at length were openly
figmatized as Arminiang and enemies of

‘ the
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the American vine.— This conduét of the
Sober Diffenters increafed the grievous fin
~ of moderation ; and near twenty of their
minifters, at the head of whom was Dr.
Cutler, prefident of Yale College, declared,
ona public commencement, for the church
of England. . Hereupon, the General
Affembly and Confociation, finding their
comminations likely to blaft the Ameri-
can vine, inftantly had recourfe to flat-
tery, larded over with tears and promifes,
by which means they recovered all the
feceflors, but four, viz. Dr. Cutler, Dr.
Johnfon, Mr. Whitmore, and Mr, Brown,
who repaired to England for holy orders,
—Dr. Cutler had the misfortune to {fpend
his life and great abilities in the fanatical,
ungrateful, and facious town of Bafton,
where he went through fiery trials, thin-

ing brighter and brighter, till he was de-
~ livered from New-England perfecution,
and landed where the wicked ceafe from
- troubling.—Dr. Jobnfon, from his natu-
' ' ral
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ral difpofition, and not for the fake of
gain, took pity on the negleGted church
at Stratford, where for 50 years he fought
the beaft of Ephefus with great fuccefs.
The Docor was under the bountiful pro-
tection of the Society for the Propagation
of the Gofpel in foreign parts, incorpo-~
~ rated by William III. to fave from the
rage of republicanifm, heathenifm, and
fanaticifm,all fuch members of the church
of England as were fcttled in our Ameri-
can colonies, faGtories and plantations,
beyond the fea.—To the forefight of that
monarch, to.the generous care and pro-
teGion of that fociety, under God, are
owing all the loyalty, decency, chriftiani-
ty undefiled with blood, which glimmer
in New-England.——Dr. Johnfon, ha-
ving fettled at Stratford among a neft of
zealots, and not being affaffinated, other
diffenting minifters were induced to join
themfelves to the church of England,
among whom were Mr, Beach and Mr,

Punderfon.
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Punderfon. Thofe gentleren could not
be whetdled off by the Aflembly . and
Confociation ; they perfevered, and ob-
tained names among. the therau that will
never be forgotten, .

The four remaining towns of Faitfreld
county, viz. Newtown, Reading, Darbury,
and Ridgfield, lie behind the towns on
the fea. I fhall defcribe the beft of

them, which is,

Danbury. It has much the appear-
ance of Croydon ; and forms five parifhes;
one of which is epifeopal, and another
Sandemanian; 4 third is called Baftard
Sandemanian, becaufe the minifter refufed

- to put away his wife, who is a fecond
wife. . ‘This town was the refidence, and
has now the tomb, of the learned and in-
genious Rev. Mr. Sandeman, well known
in the literary world, He was the faireft
and moft candid Calvinift that evet wrote
in the Englifh language, allowing the
natural confequences of all his propo-

fitions,
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fitions. He taught that a Bifhep muft be
the hufband of one wife; that is, he
muaft be married before he was ordaitied §
and, if he loft his wife, he could rnot
marry a fecond :- that a Bifhop might
drefs with ruffles, a red coat and fword 3
that all the converted brothers and fifters,
at their coming into church, ought to fa-
late with an holy Kkifs; that all true
chriftians would obey their earthly king :
for which tenets, efpecially the laft, the
Sober Diffenters of Conne@icut held hirn
to be an heretic.

It is ftrikingly remarkable, that near
one half of the people of the Dominion
of Newhaven are epifcopalians, though
it was firft fettled by the moft violent of
puritans, who claimed fo much liberty to
themfelves that they left none for others,
The General Aflembly computed that the
church of England profeffors amounted to
one-third of the whole colony in 1770.

Hence
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Hence hasarifen a queftion, how it came
pafs, that the church of England in-
creafed rapidly in Conneicut, and but
flowly in Maflachufets-Bay and. Rhode-
Ifland? The reafon appears obvious to

.me. It is eafier to turn fanatical farmers

from their bigotry, than to convert fana-
tical merchants, fmugglers, and fithermen,
Pride and gain prevent the two firft, and
ignorance the laft, from wer/biping the
Lord in the beauty of Holinefs. The
General Aflembly of Rhode-Ifland never

fupported any religion ; nay, left religion

fhould chance to prevail, they made a

- law that every-one might do what was

right in his own eyes, with this provifo,
that no one fhould be holden to pay a
note, bond, or vote, made or given to
fupport the Gofpel. Thus, barbarifm,
inhumanity, and infidelity, muft have
over-run the colony, had not its good
fituation for trade invited Europeansto
fettle therein,— As to the people of Maf-
fachufets-
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fachufets-Bay, they, indeed, had the highs
eft pretenfions to religion; but then it
.was {o impregnated with chicane, mer-
cantile policy, and infincerity, that infi
delity got the better of fanaticifm, and
religion was fecretly looked upon as a
trick of ftate. Connecticut was fettled
by people who preferred the arts and fci-
ences to the amufements which render
Europe polite ; whence it has happened
that there boys and girls are at once
amufed and improved with reading, writ-
ing, and cyphering, every winter’s night,
whilft thofe in the neighbouring colonies
polith themfelves at cards, balls, and maf-
querades. In Conneéticut, zeal, though
erroneous, is fincere: each fe&t believes
religion to be a fubftantial good ; and fa~
naticifm and prejudice have turned it into
fuperftition, which is fironger than reafon
or ‘the laws of humanity. Thus, it is
very obfervable, that; when any perfons
conform to the church of England, they

QL leave
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leave neither their fuperftition nor zeal at
the meetings ; they retrench only fanati-
cifm and cruelty, put on bowels of mer--
¢y, and pity thofe in error. It thould
be added, that every town in the co-
lony is by law obliged to fupport a
grammar - {chool, and every parith an
Englith fchool. From experience, there-
fore, I judge, that fuperftition with know-
ledge and fincerity is more favourable to
religion than faperftition with ignorance
and infincerity ; and that it is for this
reafon the church thrives in Connec-
ticut, and exifts only in the other New-
England provinces. In further fupport
of my opinion, I fhall recite the words
of the Rev. Mr. George Whitefield,
in his firft tour through Amkrica, in
1740. He then found the people of
Conneicut wife in polemical divinity,
and told them that much learning bad
made them mad ; that he withed to leave
them with, ¢ fleep on and take your ref?
in
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in the Bible, in Baxter, Gouge, and Bun-
yan, without the knowlcdge of Blfhops
books.”

Perfons who fuppofe churchmen in
Conneéticut pofleffed of lefs zeal and fin-
cerity than the various fes among the
diffenters, are under a2 miftake ; for they
have voluntarily preferred the church un-
der every human difcouragement, and
fuffered perfecution rather than perfecute.
Conducting themfelves upon this truly
chriftian, though impolitic principle, they
have, in the fpace of fixty years, hu-
manized above fixty thoufand puritans,
who had ever been hating and perfe-"
cuting one another: and thqugh the Gene-
ral Affembly and Confociation are alarmed
at the progrefs of chriftian moderation,
yet many individuals among them, per-
ceiving that perfecution declines where-
ever the church prevails, blefs God for
its growth ; whilft the reft, more zealous
for dominion, and the politics of their an-

Q.2 ceftors
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ceftors the regicides, than‘for the gofpel
of peace and love,-compals fea and land
to export and diffufe that intolerant {pi-
tit which overthrew the eaftern church,
and has curfed the weftern. For this pur-
pofe, they have fent New-England mi-
nifters as miffionaries to the fouthern co-
lonies, to roufe them out of their religi-
ous and political ignorance; and, what is
very aftonifthing, they fucceeded beft with
the epifcopal clergy, whofe immorality,
vanity, or love of felf- government or fome
lefs valuable. principle, induced them to
. join the diffenters of New-England agamﬁ
an American Blfhop, from a pure inten-
tion, they faid, of prcfcrvmg the church
of England in America. If their reward
be not pointed out in the fable of the Fox
and Crane, they will be more fortunate
‘than moft men.  Other miffionaries were
difperféd among the Six Nations of Indians, .
who were under the care of the clergyand
, [choolma{’cers of the Society for the Pro-
' pagation:
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pagation of the Gofpel. There, for a
time, wonders were effe@ted ; the Indians
were made drunk with zeal. But when
their fanaticifin was abated, they curfed
the proteftant. religion; and .ordeted the
mihifters. of ‘all denominations to depart
out of their countfy in a fixed time, on
pain of "death. Another band of faints
went to Nova Scotia, toconvert the un-
converted under the clergy appomtcd by
the Blihop of London; among whom,
however, meeting with little encourage-
ment, they fbook off the duft of their feet
againf} them, and returned home, Thefe
peregrinations, the world was taught to
believe, were undertaken folely to advance
the interefts of religion ; but righteouf-
nefs and PEACE have not yet kiffed each,
other in New-England : and, befides, the
pious pretences of the Sober Diffenters ill,
accorded with their bitter revilings of the.
Society for the Propagation of the Gofpel, .
for fendmg clergymen to promote. the.

Q3 | fpx-.
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fpiritual good of the churchmen among
them.

It is worthy of efpecial notice, that,
among all the epifcopal clergy hitherto
fettled in Conneicut, only one of them
has been accufed, even by their enemies,
of a fcandalous life, or of any violation
of the moral law. They have exercifed
more patience, refignation, and felf-de-
nial, under their various trials, fatigues,
and oppreflions, than can be paralleled
elfewhere in the ptefent centary. The

" ¢ountenance of the Society for the Propa-
gation of the Gofptl in foreign Parts, and
an allowance of about 650/, per ann, be-
tween 18 of them, have proved 'the theans
of averting from the profefors of the
church of England that rigoar Which has
conftantly marked the condu of the
General Affembly and Confociation to-
wards anabaptifts, quakers, &c. &c. Had
the bithops thewn as much coticern for
the welfare of the church of England

n
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in America as the Society has done, they
would have prevented many reproaches
being caft upon them by the diffenters as
hireling thepherds, and have fecured the
affections of the American clergy, in
every province, to themfelves, to their
King, and the Britith government. If
the religion of the church of England
ought to have been tolerated and fupport-
ed in America, (which, confidering the
lukewarmnefs of the bifhops in general,
even fince the Reftoration of Charles II.
feems to have been a dubious point,) po-
licy and juftice fhould long ago have in-
duced the King and Parliamgnt of Great-
Britain to have fent bithops to America,
that churchmen might at leaft have been
upon an equal footing with diflenters,
Againft American bifhops I have never
heard of any obje&ion, either from the
diffenters, or the epifcopal clergy fouth
of Delaware river, {o powerful as the
following, ¢ That the church of Eng-

Q_4 land

A



232 HISTORY OF

land increafes in America, without bithops,
fafter than it does in England, where are
bithops to fpare.” If the diffenters in
America err not in advancing as a fad,
that, fince 1715, the church of England
under bithops has been upon the de-
cline, and the proteftant diffenters upon
-the increafe, in England; it may be but
natural to fuppofe that the diffenters in
America with to have the Englith bi-
fhops refident there, and the diffenters
in England to retain them, as they ap-
pear to be fo beneficial towards the
growth of the diffenting intereft here:
and fo the diffenters in both countries
difputing about the refidence of the bi-
thops, merely becaufe the abfence of
them is difadvantageous to the one, and
their prefence advantageous to the other,
would it not be the beft way of ftrength-
ening the intereft of both thafe parties,
and weakening that of the church of
England, to retain half the bifhops in

England,
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England, and fend the other half to Ame-
rica? Againft this plan, furely, no diffen-
ter could object: it will neither add to
~ the national expence, nor to the difad-
vantage of England or America; fince it
promifes to be equally ferviceable to the
proteftant diffenting intereft on both fides
the Atlantic, and' will reconcile a diffe-
.rence between the proteftant diffenters
that has been {uppofed in New-England
to be the reafon of bithops not being fent
to above .one million of epifcopalians in
America, who are left like ftheep in a -
wildernefs without a fhepherd, to the
great danger of the proteftant diffenting
religion in thofe parts. Nor can it be
apprehended that this plan of dividing the
bithops will meet with the difapproba-
tion of the epifcopalians, except a few
licentious clergymen in the American
fouthern colonies, who dread their Lord-

fhips fober advice and coercive power.
Of all the wonders of the Englith
church,
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church, the greateft is, that the rulers of
it thould hold epifcopacy to be an inftitu-
tion of Chrift, and that the Gofpel is ta
be fpread among all nations, and, at the
fame time, fhould refafe the American
churchmen a bithep, and the fanatics and
heathen all opportunities of enjoying the
Gofpel difpenfation in the purity and lufire
with which it thines in the mother-country.
If bithops are neceflary, let America have
them s if they are not neceffary, let them
be extirpated from the face of the earths
for no one can be an advocate for their

“exiftence merely for the fupport of pomp,
‘pride, and infolence, either in England
or America.

The Englith and Dutch have always
kept their colonies under a ftate of religious
perfecution, while the French and Spa-
niards have acted with generofity in that
refpect towards theirs. The Dutch pref-
byterians in New-York were held in fub-
ordination to the claflis of Amfterdam,

till,
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till, a few years fince, they difcovered thit
fubje@tion to be anticonftitutional and
oppreffive ; upon which a majority of
the minifters, in their ccetus, ere@ed a
claffis for the ordination of minifters, and
the government of their churches, in de-
fiznce of the ecclefiaftical judicatory at
Amfterdam, Mr. Smith, in his Hiftory of
that province, p. 252, juftifies this fchifm
upon ‘the following ground: * The ex-
“ pence,” fays he, ¢ attending the ordi-
¢ nition of their candidates in Holland,
“and the reference of their difputes to
* the claffis of Amfterdam, is vety con-
“ fiderable ; and with what confequences,
“ the interruption of their correfpondence
“ with the European Dutch would be
‘ attended, in cafe of a war, well de-
< ferves their confidetation.” Neverthe-
lefs, Mr. Smith agrees with his proteft-
ant diffenting neighbours, that the Ame-
rican epifcopalians fuffered no “hardthip
n being obliged to incur the fame expence

m
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in crofling the Atlantic for ordination.
If the Datch are juftifiable in their fchifm,
T cannot perceive why the American
epifcopalians might not be juftified ina
like fchifm from the bithop of London,
‘Had the epifcopalians as little averfion to
fchifm as . the proteftant diffenters, the
clergy north of the Delaware would, in
1765, have got rid of their regard for an
Englith, and accepted of a-Greek bifhop,
whom they could have fupported for half
the expence their candidates were at in
going to England for ordination. Bat
they were faid by fome to be confcien-
tious men, while, others faid they were
Ifackar’s fons, coucbmg dqwn hmeatb their
byr(beps_

To proceed in my defcription of the
country :

Connetticut is fituated between 41
and 42 deg. N, lat. and between 72
and 73 deg. 50 min. W. long. from

London.
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London. ‘'Notwithftahding, from this la-
titude, New-London' ‘lies 600 'miles
rié’ai'jc;' the line than' thecapital of Eng-

lind, 'the winter fets in there a month
before it ‘does here; -and not only con-

tinues longer, .but is more fevere. This

extraordinary coldnefs’ is faid by na-

turalifts to arife from the vaft frozen lakes
and rivers, and mountains eternally co-

vered with fnow, throughout the northern-

moft parts of America; The mountains

may have their fhare in producing this
effet; but I am apt’ to think the lakes

and rivers have a contrary influence. If

Tafk, why lands bordering upon them
are three weeks earlier in their produc-

tions than lands ten miles diftant, it will

readily be imputed to the warmth of the

air, occafioned by the refle&tion of the

‘fun’s rays from the watef. On ‘the fame
principle, I argue; that-the: rays of the

fun, multiplied and refleéted by ice alfo,

will render the air warmer. Bat it may be

further
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further faid, that the caufe is, perhaps,
to be afcribed to the foil’s being mare
fandy and loofe near a lake or river, and,
therefore, naturally warmer, than that
which is remote and not fandy. I reply,
that there are loofe, fandy plains, 20 miles
off any lake or river, three weeks later
in their products, and very perceptibly
colder than lands upon them. It would be
to no purpofe to urge, that the damps and
fogs from unfrozen lakes, rivers, &c. af-
fect the diftant, but not the adjacent
country ; becaufe, I apprehend, there are
no unfrozen lakes, rivers, &c. in the narth
of America in winter. Befides, if there
were, the mifts arifing from them would
naturally be intercepted by the firft moun-
tains or forefts they approached. But I
pretend to little philofophical knowledge
in thefe matters: I write from experience ;
and can thence, moreover, affert, that
mountains with {now upon them are not

fo cold as they would be without it; and
‘ that
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that mountains, covered with trees, are
the coldeft of all places, but, with-
out trees, arc not fo cold as forefls
on phins. I am clearly of opinion, there-
fore, that not the lakes or rivers, but the
infinite quantity of timber in the immenfe
regions of North America, whether upon
mountains or not, is the grand caufe of
the coldnefs of the winters in Connei-
cut. I will add, moreover, in fupport
of my argument, that beafts, in the
coldeft weather, are obferved to quit the
woods and woody mountains, for lakes,
rivers, and the cultivated open country ;
and that Connecticut, having now loft
moft of its timber, is by no means fo in-
- tenfely cold in winter as it was forty
years ago, and as Sufquehanna is at pre-
fent, a wildernefs in the fame latitude.
—The fnow and ice commonly cover the
country, without rains, from Chriftmas
to March ; then rains, attended with a
boifterous wind from the north and eaft,

melt
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melt the fnow, which converting brooks
into-rivers, and rivers into feas, in four
or five days the ice is rent from its groan-
ing banks, in fuch mighty theets, as
thake the earth for 20 miles, Nature be-
ing thus in convulfions, the winds turn
her fits into madnefs, by driving ice upon
ice, whofe thunders ceafe not till the
ocean {wallows up the whole. It is
but natural to fuppofe, that the fummers
in Connelticut are. much hotter than
thofe in England; neverthelefs, from
the clearnefs and ferenity of* the fky, the
climate is healthy both to natives and fo-
reigners of all nations. Connecicut is an
holfpital for the invalids of the Iflands and
fouthern provinces; but, ingeneral, they no
fooner amend their own conftitutions, than
the peftilence, which rages in that of the .
province, drives them to Rhode-Ifland or
New-York, where fanaticifm is loft in ir-
religion.—The people of Conneticut rec-
kon time almoft five hours later than the
Englith.
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Englith,  The longeft day confifts of
fifteen hours, the fhorteft of nine.—The
brightnefs of the fun, moon, and ftars,
together with their reverberating rays on
ice, fnow, waters, trees, mountains, peb-
bles, and flat ftones, dazzle and weaken
the eyes of the New-Englanders to fuch
adegree, that, in general, they are obliged
to ufe glaffes before they are fifty years of
age. For the moft part, alfo, they have
bad teeth, which bave been afcribed to
the extreme heats and colds of fummer
and winter; but, as the Indians and
negroes, in the fame climate, have re-
markably good teeth, it may be faid, with
great reafon, that the many indulgences
of the one, and the temperance of the
other, and not the heats and colds, are
the caufes of bad and good teeth.

So1L and Propuck.--The foil is various
in different parts of the province ; in fome
black, in others brown, and elfewhere
fed, but all rich. Some plains are fandy,

' R and
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and of a whitith colour; and thefe pro.
duce rye, beans, and Indian corn, The
meadowsand low lands are excellent paftu.
rage, and yield great crops of hay. The
hillsand uplands have a rich, deep foil, but
are {ubje& to droughts in July and Ay-
guft, which in many places are r¢lieved by
water drawn from rivers, ponds, and
brooks, in troughs and ditches. The’c_rops
of European grain are always good, when
the fnow, which in general is the only
" manure, covers the earth from Decem.
ber to March. One acre commonly yields
from 20 to 30 bufhels of wheat; of In-
dian corn, from 40 to 6o bufhels on ri-
ver land, and from 30 to 40 on hilly
land : but it is to be obferved, that one
hufhel of it raifed on hilly land weighs
131lb. more than a bufhel rajfed on river
land.  All European grains flourif(h here ;
and the grafs is as thick and much longer
than in England. Maife, or Indian corn, is
planted in hillocksthree feet apart, five ker-
nels
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nels and two pumkin-feeds in a hillock §
and between the hillocks are planted ter
beans in a hillock : fo that, if the feafon
prove favourable, the beans or the pum-
kins are worth as much as the corn, If,
from an acre, the crop of corn be 20
bothels, add the beans and pumkins,
and it will be equal to 60 buthels: fo,
if there be 60 buthels of corn, a pro-
portionatg growth of beans and pums
kins will render the produ@ equal
to 180 buthels. One man plants an
acre in a day; in three days he hoes the
fame three times; and fix days morg
fuffice for plowing and gathering the crop,
For thefe ten days work, the price is
thirty (hillings ; and allowing 1o0s. for the
ufe of the land, the whole expence is 2/.and
no more, whilft the corn is worth two fhils
lings per buthel. 'The gain is feldom le(s
than 300, and oftener 600 per cent, It is
thus that the poor man becomes rich in
8 fow years, if prudent and induftrious,—

R 2 The
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The limits of Conne&icut are reckoned to
comprize 5,000,000 acres, half of which
“are fuppofed to be {wallowed up in rivers,
.ponds, creeks, and roads. The inhabi-
tants are eftimated at 200,000; fo that
there remain but 122 acres for each indi-
vidual. Let it now be confidered, that
the people buy no provifions from other
. provinces, but, on the contrary, export
full as much as they confume, and it will
appear that each perfon has in fat only
6. acres for his own fupport, two of
which muft be fet apart for the growth
of wood, the only fuel of the colony.
Should I not then be juftified in faying
that Conne&icut is as good and flourifh-

ing land as any part of Great-Britain ?
The face of the country refembles
Devonthire, Glocefterthire, Surry, and
Kent. The farmers divide their lands into
four, five, and ten acres, by ftone walls or
pofts and rails. The roads from north
to fouth are generally level and good;
from
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from eaft to weft, hllly and bad for car-

riages. :
The various fruits are in greater
perfection than in England. The peach
and apple are more lufcious, beautiful,
. and large: 1000 peaches are produced
from one tree ; five or fix barrels of cyder
from one apple-tree. Cyder is the com-
mon drink at table. The inhabitants have
a method of purifying cyder by froft, and
feparating the watery part from the fpirit,
which, being fecured in proper veflels,
and coloured by Indian corn, becomes
in three months fo much like Madeira
wine, ‘that Europeans drink it without
perceiving the difference. They make
peachy and perry; grape, cherry, and
currant wines; and good beer of pum-
kins, molaffes, bran of wheat, fpruce,
and malt, The fpruce is the leaves and
limbs of the fir-tree; their malt is made
of maife, barley, oats, rye, chets, and
wheat,—The pumkin, or pompion, is
R 3 one
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one of the greateft ‘bleflings, and held
very facred; in New-England. It is a
native of America. From one feed often
grow 4o pumkins, each weighing from
40 to 6o pounds, and, when ripe, of the
colour of the marygold, Each pums«
kin contains soo feeds, which, being
boiled into a jelly, is the Indian infallible
cure for the ftrangury. Of its meat are
tmade beer, bread; cuftards, fauce, mo=
lafles, vinegar, and, on thank{giving days, .
pies, as a fubftitute for what the Blue
- Laws brand’ as antichriftian minced pies.
Its fkin, or fhell, ferves for caps to cut
the hair by (as already mentioned), and
very ufeful lanthorns.—Thereare no trees,
grain, or fruits, growing in England, bug
what grow in Connelticut. The Englifh
oak has been thought much fuperior to
the American. Whatever policy may be
in this opinion, I will venture to fay there
Is no truth in it, in refpeét to the white oak
of Conne&ticut, which is tough, clofe, bard,
and
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ind elaftic, as the whale-bone dried. The
red, black, and chefnut oak, are, indeed,
much inferior to the white oak. The¢
ath, elm, beech, chefbut, walnut, hazel,
faffafras, famach, maple, and butternut,
are the chief timber-trees of this province,
- dnd grow to an amazing bulk. The laft
is a2 native of America, and takes its name
from a nut it produces, of the fhape and
fize of a pullet’s egg, which contains a
meat larger than any Englifh walnut, in
tafte like freth butter : it alfo makes an -
excellent pickle. The butternut furnithes
fine, but tender boards ; and its bark dyes
black, and cures cutaneous diforders. In
February this tree yields a fap, of which
are made fugar, molafles, and vinegar.
The upland maple-tree alfo affords a fap
equally good ; and both faps make a plea-
fant beverage without boiling, and the beft
punch ever drank in Conne&icut.
Here are many iron mines, nay moun-

tains of iron ore; and, if they had
R 4 been
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been attended to with the fame diligence
as the farms, they would have fupplied
Great Britzin with iron, to the great pre-
Judxbe of Sweden, and other European
nations, For this commercial lofs, the
inhabitants are indebted to their own
quarrels; jealoufy, and religious feuds, to<
gether with the intrigues of their neigh-
bours. Some pig and bar iron they
{end; out of pure fpite and folly, to News
York or Bofton, to be fhipped for Enge
land by the merchants there, who always
pay fo much lefs for 'it, as the duty
on Swedifh iron amounts to: fo that Con+
necticut allows a duty to thofe merchants,

which they do not pay themfelves,
Englih, Barbary, and Dutch horfes
abound in this province : they are not fo
heavy, but more mettlefome and hardy
than in England. Here are more theep
than inany two colonies in America their
wool alfo isbetter than that of the theep in’
ghe other colonics, yet not {o fine and good
&9
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as the Englith, A common (heep weighs
6olb. and fells for a dollar, or 4s. 64
The horned cattle are not fo large as
the Englith; yet there have been a few in-
ftances of oxen, fix years old, weighing
1goo cwt. each. The fat hogs here excel
any in England; many weigh five or
600 cwt, Connedicut pork is far fuperior
- to any other,

There are only two fmall parks of deet
in Conne&icut; but plenty of rabbits,.
~ hares, grey, black, ftriped and red fquirrels,

otters, minks, racoons, weazels, foxes,
whappernockers, woodchucks, cubas, and
fkunks. The following defcriptions of
the four laft-mentioned animals may be
new to the reader:

The whappernocker is fomewhat big.
ger than a weazel, and of a beautiful
brown-red colour. He lives in the woods
on worms and birds; ‘is fo wild that
no man can tame him; and, as he never
guits bis harbour in the day-time, is only

gD



Y] HISTORY ot

to be taken by traps in the night. Of
the fkins of thefe animals, which are co=
vered with an exceeding fine fur, are
made muffs at the price of 30 or 40
guineas apiece: fo that it is not withe
out reafon the ladies pride themfelves on
the pofleffion of this fmall appurtenance of
female habilimerit.

The Woodchuck, etroneoufly called
the badger by fome perfons, is of the fize
of a large racoon, in form refembles
a giinea-pig, and, when eating, makes a
noife like a hog; whence he is named
Woodchuck, of Chuck of the Wood.
His legs are fhort 5 but his claws fharp,
gectl ftrong, and courage great, on occa«
fions of felf-defence. He burrows in the
earth, feeds on clover and pumkins du-
ring fummer, and fleeps all the winter.
His fleth is good to eat, and his fkin
makes excellent leather. ,

"The Cuba I fuppofe to be peculiar to
New-England, 'The male is of the fize
' of
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of a large cat, has four long tuthes
fharp as a razor, is very active in de.
fending himfelf, and, if he has the firf
blow, will fpoil a dog before he yields,
His lady is peaceable and harmlefs, and
depends for protetion upon her fpoufe 4
and, as he has more courage than pru-
dence, always attends him to moderate
histemper. She fees danger, and he fears
jt not. She chatters.at him while he is
preparing for battle; and, if he thinks the
danger is too great, fhe runs to him, and
clings about his neck, fcreaming her
extreme diftrefs—his wrath abates, and
by her advice they fly to their caves. In
like manner, when he is chained, and irs
ritated into the greateft rage by an imper-
tinent dog, his lady, who is never chained,
will fly about his neck and kifs him, and
in half 2 minute reftore him to calmnefs,
He is very tender of all his family, and
never forfakes them till death diffolves
their union,—What further fhews the

: ' mag«
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thagnanimity of this little animal, he
never manifefts the leaft anger towards
» his lady, though I have often feen her
extremely loquacious, and, as I gueffed,
impertinent to him, How happy would
the rational part of the creation become,
if they would but follow the example of
the(c irt.tional beafts! I the more readily
fuppofe the Cuba to be peculiar to New-
England, not only from my never having
yet fcen the creature defcribed, but allo
on account of its perverfe obfervance of
Carnival and neglet of Caréme,

The Skunk is alfo peculiar to America,
and very different from the Pole-Cat,
which he is fometimes called. He is black
firiped with white ; and of the fize of a
fmall racoon, with a fharp nofe. He
burrows in the earth like a fox, feeds
like a fox on fowls and eggs, and has
ftrong teeth and claws like a fox:
he has long hair, and thick and good
fur; is the beauty of the wildernefsy

walks,
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walks flow, and cannot run fo faftasa
man ; is not wild, but very familiar with
every creature. His tail, which is thaggy,
and about one foot in length, he turns
over his back at pleafure, to make him-
{elf appear larger and higher than he
really is. When his tail is thus lying on
his back, he is prepared for war, and ge-
nerally conquers every enemy that lives
by air; foron it lies his only weapon, about -
one inch from his body, ot rump, in a
fmall bladder or bag, which is full of an
effence, whofe tint is of the brighteft yel~
low, and odour fomewhat like the fmeH
of garlick, but far more exquifite and

- piercing than any volatile {pirit known to
chemifts. One drop will fcent a houfe
to fuch a degree, that mufk, with the
help of brimftone and tar burnt, will not
expel it in fix months. The bladder
in which this eflence lies is worked
by the animal like an engine, pump,
or fquirt; and when the creature is
affanlted,
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affaulted, he turns his head from his
enemy, and difcharges from his tail the
eflence, which fills the neighbouring air
with a mift that deftroys the poffibility
of living in it. I have feen a large
houfe-dog, by one difcharge of the Skunk,
retire with thame and ficknes; and, at
another time, a bullock beliowing as if 1
dog had held him by his nofe, Was it
not for man, no creature could kill this
animal, which, inftead of the Lion, cught
to be crowned King of Animals, as well
on account of his virtues and complai-
fance, as his courage, He knows his
forte ; he:fears nothing, he conquers all g
yet he is civil to all, and never gives, as
he will not take, offence, His virtues are
many, The wood of Calamba, which
cures fainting-fits and ftrokes of the palfy,
and is worth its weight in gold, is far lefs
valuable than the above-mentioned efs
fence of this animal. The bag is ex-
traéted whole from bis tail, and the eflencs

pree
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preferved in glafs; nothing elfe will cone
finc it, One drop fufficiently imprege
nates a quart of {pring water ; and half 3
gill of water thus impregnated isa dofe., It
gures the hiccups, althmatic, hyfteric, pas
ralytic, and heiic diforders; and the
odour prevents faintnefs. The fleth of this
animal is excellent food ; and its oil cyres
[prains, and contra&ions of the finews,
‘The feathered tribe in Conne@icut are;
turkeys, geefe, .ducks, and all kinds of
barn-door poultry; innumerable flocks
of pigeons, which fly to the fouth in
autumn ; cormorants of all fizes ; hawks,
owls, ravens, and crows; partridges, quails,
heath-hens, blackbirds, fnipes, larks, hy~
militys, whipperwills, dewminks, ro-
bins, rens, fwallows, fparrows, the flax,
crimfon, white and blue birds, &c. &,
to which I muft add the humming-bird,
though it might wantonly be fliled the
emprefs of the honey-bees, partaking with
them of the pink, tulip, rofe, daify, and
’ other
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other aromatics,—The partridges in News
England are near as large as a Darking
fowl; the quails, as an Englifh partridge ;
and the robins twice as big as thofe in
England.—The dew-mink, fo named
from its articulating thofe fyllables, is
black and white, and of the fize of an
Englith robin. Its fleth is delicious,~
The Humility is fo called, becaufe it fpeaks
the word humility, and feldom mounts
high in the air. Itslegs are long enough
to enable it to out-run a dog for a little
way ; its wings long and narrow, body
maigre, and of the fize of a blackbird’s ;
plumage variegated with white, black,
‘blue, and red. It lives on tadpoles, fpawn,
and worms; has an eye more piercing
than the falcon, and the {wiftnefs of an
eagle. Hence ‘it can never be thot; for
it fees the fparks of fire even before they
enkindle the powder, and, by the extreme
rapidity of its flight, gets out of reach in
an inftant, It is never known to light
upon
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Bpen a tree, but is always feen upon the

"ground or wing, Thefe birds appear in

New-England in fummer only; what

becomes of them afterwards is not difcos -
vered. They are caught in fhares, but

can never be tamed.

The Whipperwill has fo named itfelf
by its no&urnal fongs. It is alfo called
the pope, by reafon of its damng Wlth
great {wiftnefs, from the clouds aimof'l:
to the ground, and bawhng out Pape!
which alarms young people and the fana»
tics very much, efpccaally as they know
it to be an omijnous bird. However, it

~ bas hitherto proved fne.ndly, always
giving travellers and others notice of ap
_approachmg fiorm, by {luting them
every minute with Pope ! Pape ! It flies
only a little before fun-{et, unlefs for
this purpofe of giving notice of a ftorm,
It never deccives the people with falfe
news. If the tempeft is to continye long
the auours appear in flocks, and nothmg
S
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can be heard but the word Pope ! Pope!
" The whipperwill is about the fize of 3
cuckow, has’a fthort beak, long and nar-
row wings, a large head, and mouth
enormous, yet is not a bird of prey. Un-
der its throat is a pocket, which it fills
with air at plealure, whereby it founds
forth the fatal words Pope in the day, and
- Whip-ber-I-will in the night. The fuper-
ftitious inhabitants would have exorcifed

this harmlefs bird long ago, as an emif-

fary from Rome, and an enemy to the

American vine, had they not found out

that it frequents New- Epgland only in the

{fummer, and prefers the wildernefs to a

- palace. ‘Neverthelefs, many cannot but
believe it to be a fpy from fome foreign

court, an agent:of antichrift, a lover of
perfecution, and an enemy of proteftants,

becaufe it fings of whipping, and of the

pope, which they think portends mifery

and a change of religion.
- The Prmcxple infe@s are, the homf‘t,

ol byll-
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bull-fly, glow-bug, humble-bee, and thg
plack and yellow wafp.

The Bull-fly is- armed with a coat of
maxl which it can move from one place
to another, as fliders to a window arg
moyed. Its body is about an inch long,
and its homs half an mch very fharp,

and ftrong. It has fix feet, with claws

fharp as needles, and runs fatt. It alfq
flies with fomc fpeed. Jn fuckmg the
blood or juice of its prey, this creature
holds the fame in its claws, othcrwxfc thq
prey is carried between its horns.

The Glow-bug both crawls and flies,
and js about half an }nch Iong Thefz
Jnfe&s fly in the fummer evemngs near-
ly feven feet from the ground, in fuch
multitudes, that they afford fufficient light
for people to walk by. The brlghtnefs,
howeyer, is mterrupted by twinklings ;
but they are inftantaneous and fhort as.
thofe of the. eye; fo that darkncfs ng
fooncr takes places than it vam(hcs

32 The
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The Humble-bee is almoft as large as
the humming-bird, but’ cannot fly near
fo fatt. It builds its neft in the ground,
where it makes an honey-comb of the
fize of a man’s hand, and fills it with
bee-bread, wax, and honey excelling

that of the honey-bee in tafte. - Two or
~ three begin, and having thortly multi-
plied to about forty, the young ones leave
home as foon as they can fly, to begin
new fettlernents. ‘Thefe bees are wrongly
pamed ; they are warriors, and only want
quantity of poifon to be more fatal than
rattle-fnakes. The hopey-bees can fting
but once, while the Humble-bees will
fting a thoufand times. Their body is
black and white; wings of a Doric co-
lour; fight piercing; hcarmg quick ;
and temper-cruel.

Among the reptiles of Conneé’clcut are
the black, the water, milk, and ftreaked
fnakes, all harmlefs. The belled or
gattle fnakes are large, and will gorge a

o commogt
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common eat. They are feldom feen frony
their rocky dens. Their bite is mortal, if
not {peedily cured ; yet they are generous
and without guile : before they bite, they
‘rattle their bells three or four times; but,
after that, their motion is fwift, and ftroke
fure. The Indians difcovered, and in-
formed the Englith of, a weed, common
in the country, which, mixed with fpxttlc,
will extraét the poifon.

The toads and frogs are plenty in the
fpring of the year. The tree-frogs,
whipperwills, and hooping-owls, fere-
nade the inhabitants every night with
mufic far excelling the harmony of the
trampet, drum, and jews-harp.

‘The Tree-frog cannot be called an in-
fe&t, a reptile, or one of the winged hoft,
He has four legs, the two foremoft thort,
with claws tharp as thofe of a fquirrel:
the hind legs five inches long, and folding -
by three joints, His body is about as big
ws the firft joint of a man’s thumb. Un-.

S 3 der
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der his throat is a wind-bag, which aff it
him in finging the word I/z-dc, all the
night.  When it rams and is very dark,
he fings the loudeft. " His voice is not {o
pleafing as that of a nightingale ; but thié
would be a venial imperfection, if he
would but keep ilence on Saturday nights;
and not for ever prefer J-fa-ac to Abra<
bam and Facob. He has mare elaf’ucxty'
m his long legs thaii any other creature
yet kiown. By this mieans he will leap
five yards up a tree; faftening himfelf to
- it by his fore-feet ; and iri a inortient will
.hop or fpring as far from one tree to anot
ther. It is from the finging of the tree-
frog, that the Americans have acqulrcd
the name of Little Jfadc. Indeed, liked
cCrtam part of them) the creature appeats
vary devout, noify, arbitrary; and phleg-
h‘na‘ti'c, and affociates with nore but what
hgree with him in his ways:
The oyfters, clamé quauhiogs; lobﬁcrs}
Biabs, and fith} art indlurherable, 'T'hé
thady
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thad, bafs, and falmon, more than half
fupport the province, The fturgeon is
made no ufe of, From the number of
feans employed to catch the fith pafling
up to the lakes, one might be led to fup-
pofe the whole muft be ftopped ; yet, in
fix months time they return to the fea
with fuch multitudes of young ones as
fill Conneéticut river for many days, and
no finite being can number them,

PorpuraTioN and INHABITANTS.—
Conneticut, in proportion to its extent,
exceeds every other colony of Englith
America, as well ih the abundance of
people as cultivation of foil. The num-
ber of the firft fettlers at Saybrook, in
1634, was 200; in 1036, at Hertford,
106; in 1637, at Newhaven, 157 : in-
all 463. In 1670, the refidents in thefe
three fettlements amounted to 15,000, of
whom 20ce were men capable of beai=
ing arms; the reft, old men, women, and

S 4 children,
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thildren. In 1680, the refidents wefd
20,000; in 1770, 200,000. Hence, it
appears, that the people of Conneicut
did, during the -go years preceding the
lalt-mentioned date, increafe 2000 each
year ; ie. 20,000, in a period of go years,
doubled their number ten times over,’
‘Should the 200 ,000, which exifted in
ConneQicut in 1770, double their nums
ber in the fame manner for the enfuing
Qo years, the province will, in the year
1860, contain 2,000,000 ; and, if the fight-
-$ng men thould then be in the fame pro<
portion to the reft of the inhabitants, as
they were in 1670, they will amount to
no lefs than 266,000. I fee ho reafon in
nature why it may not be fo.--—— Since
1670, the emigrations from Europe, or
elfewhere, to Conneficut; have been
trifling in comparifon to the emigrations
from Conne@icut to New-Jerfey, New- .
Hampthire; Maflachufets - Bay, Novas
Bcotia, &c. &e. N
‘ MANU"-Q
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M ANUFACTURES,——— The inhabi-
tants manufa@ure coarfe and fine flannels,
linen, cotton, and woolen cloths; woolen
ftockings; mittens, and gloves; for their
own ufe: they fpin much cotton and
flax; and make common and the beft
kind of beaver hats. Ship-building is a
great btanch of bufinefs in Conneticut,
which is carried on much cheaper than
in Europe; by means of faw-mills worked
by water. The planks are cut by a gang
of ten or twelve faws, more or lefs, as oc=
cafion requires;while the carriage is backed
but once;  Great part of the fhip-timber
is alfo cut by waters Anchor-making is’
done by water and trip-hammers, without
~ much fatigue to the workmen. Diftil-
lation and paper-making encreafe every
year. Here are many rope-walks, which
want néither hemp nor flax; and for-
merly here were rolling and flitting works,
but they have been fuppreffed by an
a@ of patliament, to the ruin of many
families, . Coms
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ComMERCE.—The exports of Codi
neicut confift chiefly of all forts of pro=
vifions, pig and bar iron; pot and pear
afhes, ftaves, lumber, boards; iron pots
and kettles, anchors, ‘planks, hoops, fhin- -
gles, live cattle, horfes, &c, &c. - To
what amount thefe articles are annually
exported may be judged of from the fol-

lowing very low eftimate :

. Pork —= = £ 93,759
Beef — - 100,000
Mutton, — — §,000
Horfes, — e 40,000
Wheat —_ — 340,000

Butter, cheefe, rye, oats; onions,
tobacco, cyder, maife, beans, & 90,000
fowls, eggs; tallow;and hides,

Ships; anchors, cables; cordagc,g
pig and bar iron, pots, ket-(_ 250,000
tles, pot and pearl aﬁhes,s ’
boards; and lumber;

Om—

918,750
befides
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befides hay, fith, &c. &c. The falmon,
large and fmall, are exported both pickled
and dried. -

In the above ftatement of exports; I
have allowed only for horfes bred in the
tolony, and not for thofe brought for expor~
tation fromi Canada and other northern
parts, which are very numerous. The
talculation of the wheat, the common
price of which is three fhillings fterling
per bufkiel, is founded tipon the allowed
tircumftance of the exportation being
equal to the confumption, viz. 2,600,000
buthels among 200,000 perfons, accord-
ing to the acknowledged heceffary por-
tion of 14 buthels for one perfon. The
pork is eftimated according to the re-
puted number of houfes in the province;
Viz. 30,000, allowing 1% barrel for each
houfe, at 2/. ios, per barrel. "

_ The imports, in 1680, when the niim- -
ber of inhabitants was 20,000, amounted
Yo 10,000/ 1, €. at the rate of 105, for each

m-
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individial:  Suppofing the increafe of
imports only to keep pace with that of
the people, they would, in 1770, when '
the province contained 200,000 fouls,
amount to 100;000/; but; I believe that
to be not above one quarter of their
value,

Bofton, New - York, and Newport;—
bave the greateft (hare of the exports of
Connectieut; and pay for them. in Eng-«
lith or Dutch goods, at cent. per cent.
profit to themfelves, upon 2 moderate
computation. What few of them are
fent by the colony to the Weft-Indies are
paid for honourably in rum, molafles,
fugar, falt, brandy, cotton, and ‘money.

Confequences very prejudicial attend
the commerce-of Conne&icut, thus prins
cipally carried on through the medium of
the neighbouring colonies. I will here
point out one material inflance. Cons
necticut pork, a confiderable article of
exportation; excels all other in America,,

: and
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and fetches a half-penny more per pound.
Of this difference in price the merchants
of New-York, Bofton, &c. have taken
care to avail themfelves, by mixing their
own inferior pork with that of Connece
ticut, and then felling the whole at the
full price of the latter. This fair dealing
was managed thus : —The pork of Con-
necticut is packed up in barrels, each of
which, according to ftatute regulation,
* muft weigh 220lb. and contain not more
than fix legs and thee half-heads. The
packer is to mark the barrel before it is
thipped,andisliable toa heavy punithment,
if there fhould be found four half-heads
.and feven legs in the barrel when it is
delivered for exportation, But of large
pork, two legs and halfa head will be a fuf-
 ficient proportion of thofe parts in a barrel.
‘This gives the New-York and Boftonian
merchants an opportunity of taking out
the beft part of the Conneicut pork, and
Fubftituting in its place an equal weight of
| ' their
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their own, whereby it often happens, thag
four legs and two half-heads are found in
a barrel of reputed Conne&icut pork.
Though it then remains a barrel accord-
“ing to the ftatute, it canpot but be fup-
pofed that this practice muft greatly hurt
~ the credit of Conneicut pork, wxd}
all who are not apprized that it pafies
through the renowned provinces of Maf;
fachufets-Bay and New-York, '
The people of Connecticut have long
been fenfible of the many and great im-
pofitions and difadvantages which befes
their prefent commercial fyftem yet,
though fufficient power is in their own
hands, they haye no inclination or refo-
lution to attempt 2 reformation of it.
The reafon i is, the mutual animofities and
rancour fubfifting between the domxmons
of New-London, Hertford, and Newha-
ven, cach of which prefers the genera}
ruin of the province to a coalition upon
any terms fhort of conqucﬁ The feeds

of
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of this difcord were thus fown by their
two infidious neighbours. The port of
New-London is by far the beft in the
province, and extremely well calculated
for its capital and grand comjnercial em-
porium ; and, about go years firice, a
number of merchants there began to ex-
port and import goods, feemingly to the
fatisfaction of the whole colony, but to
the great difpleafure and chagrin of thofe
of New-~York and Bofton, whom it
threatened with ruin, Something was ne-
ceflary to be done. . The poor Boftonians,
according ta cuftom, privately fent to
their faithful allies at Hertford, .to in-
fufe into them an idea that their town
ought to be the capital, and not New-
London, which belonged to the dominion
of Saffacus, who had murdered fo many
chriftians ; adding, that, if they would en-
gage in fuch an attempt in favour of
Hertford, the Bofton merchants would
,(p,pply them with goods cheaper than

they
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they ¢ould buy them at New-London,
The good people of Hertford, forgetting
their river was frozen five months in the
year, remembering how they had obtained
their charter, hating Saffacus, and loving
felf, immediately gave into the defigning
Boftonians fuggeftions, and refufed to
treceive any more gpods from News
London. The friendly Mynheers of
New-York played off a fimilar trick
npon Newhaven, and promifed to fuppore
that town as the capital of the colony,
The plots fucceeded. Contention and
quarrels arofe among the three parties,
the effects of which remain to this day.
The merchants of New-London were
obliged to quit Conneicut; and the
trade of the province was chiefly divided
between New-York and Bofton, at cent,
per cent, difadvantage to an ill-natured co»
lony, and at the fame advantage to its
cunning neighbours.  When party-{pirit
yiclds to felf-interef}, New-London will

again
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again become the emporium of Connec-
ticut, where merchants will fettle and
import goods from foreign- countries dt
35/ per cent. extra profit to the - confu-
mers, and 1§/, per cent. extra profit to -
themfelves, and withal fave as much- in
the exports from Connecticut by ‘taking
the full price and bounty of its gobds at fo-
reign markets, inftead of yielding the -
fame to the people of New-York and
Bofton, who have too Jong kept 200,000
people as negroes upon their own farms,
to fupport and maintain twice 20,000
artful citizens. Thus has Conneéicut,
by contention and folly, impoverithed,
and kept in obfcurity;At,he'm'of’c,fruitful
colony in America, to fupport the fame
and grandeur of Bofton and New-York
among the trading nations of Europe.
When'I view the lefs fertile foil of Bofton,
the con‘fci,cnce of merchants, the pride of
the pretended Gofpel minifters, the blind=
sefs of bigotry, and the mercantilé igno-

T Fangg
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rance of farmers, I forgive Bofton, New-
York, and Rhade-Iftand, but condemn
Conpe@icut. 1 will leave a legacy to the
people of my native country, which pof-
_fibly may heal their divifions, and render
‘them partial to their own province, as the
Boftonians are to theirs. It confifts of
two lings : .

<¢ But if men knaves and foals will be,
«Tbhey’l] be afs-ridden by all three.”

Revenve and ExpenpiTURE.—In
1680, the whole corporation were efti-
mated to bg worth 120,000l They then
had 30 fmall veflels, 26 churches, and
(as above mentioned) 20,000 inhabitants,
If their value had increafed only in pro-
portion with the inhabitants, who, I have
faid, amounted t_o,zao,ooq in 1779,
the corporation would then have beea
worth no more than 1,200,000/, a fum
not equal to 10s. per acre, thopghins
great meafure cultivated, -and fyrrounded
' | ’ ‘ with
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with ftone walls, which alene coft tan thile -
Jings by the rod: but in that year, viz. 19%8,
lind foMd in Connedticut from 4 to 50
pounds per. acre 3 their vefiels alfo Had:
encreaféd to above 1200 ;3 and the churchey-
(Jeaft in proportion) to about 3oa. The
true: method, therefore,. of forming the
valmation - of Connedlicdt in 1770, i,
not by calculating upon jts flate i
1680, but by eftimating the number of
its acres, appreciating them by purchafes
then made, and adding a due allow,
ance for the fleek, &e. - Now, Cons
necticot has been repoted to contaid
2, gooyooq folid aeres, which, at the very:
moderate price of 8/ ach, are wortl’
20,000,000/, fterl.and 14,000,000/ being
added as a reafonabie allowance for flock,
thipping, &c. the whole yaluation of Cone
neticut would amount fo 34,000,000/
~—The apnual income, fuppofing the
2»500,doe acres and ftock rented ag 104,

T 2 PeF
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per acre, one with another, would be
1,250,000/,

A _lift of rateables, called the General
Lift, is the foundation upon which the re-
venue is raifed in Conne&icut, being the
valuation of a man’s property by the year.
It is formed in the following manner:

One acre of land, per ann.  ol.10s. 0d.
One houfe

— 3 oo
One horfe — 3 o0
One ox —_— — 4 0 0O
One {wine — I 0 0
One cow —_— L —— .'3 o o
One two-year-old heifer 2 00
One yearling ditto. —— 1 0 ©
One poll or male, between 8 o o

(P V¥
. bt

- 16 and 6o years :
One lawyer for his faculty 20 o. o
One veflel of onehundredtons 10 o ¢

oo —

L£.65 10 o
Every perfon -annually gives in his lif

fpecifying
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fpecifying the property he poflefles, to
the fele@men, who fend the fum-total of
each town to the General Aflembly,
when a tax of one thilling, more or lefs,
according to public exigencies, is impofed
on each pound. '
According to the general lift of the co-
lony for 1770, I have under-rated its an-=
nual worth, which then was fixed at
2,000,000/, for, though that lift inclades
the poll-tax of 18/ per head for all
males above 16 and under 6o years of
age, the faculty tax, and the tax on
thipping, all which may amount ‘to
600,000/ there neverthelefs remains a
furplus of 150,000/ above my calcula-
tion. But fuppofing a tax of one fhil-
ling in the pound (the common colonial
afleflment) on 1,250,000/, the producé
will be 62,500/, exclufive of the poll, fa-
'culty,' and other taxes. Small, however,
as this affefiment is, it has never. been
collectel without much difficulty and
clamour; yet the people lofe, by trading

T 3 with
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with Boftop, New-York, and Newport, i}
gxports and imports, 6@g,004/. annually—
and thatfor nothing, buttoablige the traders
of thple towns, and difeblige ope anothef,
. The annyal expenditure of the colony
is as follows : .
Balacy of the Governop . ==  [£,360
——— Licutenant-Goyernor <= 154
by T'reafuser. K - 150
- Secretary . . — o }50
w— Thei2 Aﬂiﬁants in Coyneil o
' with the Gavernor } 809
s 146 Reprefentatives” —= 2509
——— 300 Minifters; 100/. each  joooo
Allowancefor continggncies . 28450
.o L ad
. Total 62500
The abOve-ment:oned lit of the colony;
includmg the poll-tax, 8cc. would afford
32,500/, more for rontingencies !
Rerigion and GoVERNMENT.~—Pros
pefly f{peaking; the. Connecticutenfians
iave neither, not ever had § but; in pre-
tence; they excel the whole warld; exa

cept
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cept Bofton and Spain. If I could recollect
the names of the multifarions religious
fecs among theém, it might afford the:
reader a pleafant idea of the prolific in-
vention of mankind. I fhall mention a -
few of the moft confiderable ; fpecifying
the nimber of their congregations.

_ Congregations. -
Epifcopalians —_ 93
Secotch prefbyterian I
‘Sandémanian e 3
Ditto baftard —_— Y
Luthetans —_ r
Baptifts 6
Seven-day ditto -— 1
Quakers 4
Davifonians —_ I
Separatifts —_— 40
Rogereens -— I
Bowlifts

New Lights

Old Lights ~—— 8o
4

T An
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. An account of. fome of thefe feCs
is to be found in ‘the Hiftory :of Mun-
fter ; but the Bowlifts, Separatifts, and
Davifonians, aré. peculiar . to- the co-
lony. The firlt allow of neither. fing-
ing not prayge } "the fecond. permit only
the Ele& to pray;-and the third teach
univerfal falvation, and deny the exift-
ence of -an hell or devils, -The pref-
byterians and epifcopalians are held by all
to be the enemies of Zion, and the Ame-
rican vine; nay, the former are even
worfe hated than the churchmen; becaufe
they appear to be diffenters, and are not
genuine enemies to epifcopacy, but ¢ hold
the truth in unrighteoufnefs.” - Some tra-
vellers have called the fanatical fects of
Conne&icut by the general name of Le-
gionifts, becaufe they are many; and
"~ others have called them Pumguntums,
Cantums, &c. becaufe they groan and
fing with a melancholy voice their prayets,
fermons, and bhymns, This difgufting

S ton¢
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tone has utterly excluded - ordtory from
them ; and, did they not fpeak the Eng'
lith language in greater perfection than
- any other of the Americans, few ftrangers
would difoblige them with their com- -
pany. ' -Their various fyftems are founded
upon thofe of Peters, Hooker, and
Davenport, of which I have already.
{poken; yet the modern teachers have
made fo many new-fangled refinements in
the do&rine and difcipline of thofe patri-

archs, and of one another, as render
their paffion for ecclefiaftical innovation
and tyranny. equally confpicuous.—But
the whole are enveloped with- fuper-
ftition, which here paffes for religion, as
much as it does in Spain, France, or
among the favages. I will inffance that
of an infant in 1761, Some children
were piling fand-heaps in Hertford, when
a boy, only four years old, hearing it
thunder at a diftance, left his companions
and ran home to his mother, crying out,

¢ Mother |
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« Mother ! mother | give me my book,
¢ for I heard God fpeaking to ime.”” - His
mother gave him his book, and he read
A, B,C; D, E, F, G, &c. then gave up
his book, faying; “ Here, mother, take
“ my book; I muft go to nty fand-
o houfes : now I.am not afraid of all the
« thander and lightaing in the - world.”
As to their government, we fnay come
pare it to the regolatity of a mad miob
if London, with this exception, the moly
acts without law, and the colonifts by
law. They teach that legal righteoufnefs
is not faving grace. Herein they are
tight; but it appears they believe not
their own doétrine : for legal righteouf~
nefs is their only fbield and buckler.
In January county court,at Hertford only,
1768, there were above 3000 fuits on the
dockety and there are four of thofe ¢ourty
in a year, and perhaps never lefs fuits at a
court than zooo.
In the courfe of this wotk, my readers
muft
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toiift neceflarily have obferved, in fome
degree, the ill effelts of the. democratical
conftitution of Connedticat, I would:
with themn. fo. imagine, for I feel myfelf
unable adequately to defcribe, the con-.
fufion, tusbulence, and convulfian, arifing
. in a province, where not only every civil
officer, from the Governor to: the confta~
ble, bat alfo eyery minifter, is'appointed as
well as paid by the people,and faction and:
fuperftition are eftablithed. The clergy;
lawyers, aod merchants or traders, are
the three-efficient parties whicly guide the.
helm of government.  Of thefe the moft
powerful is the clergy; and, when no
combinations - are. formed againft them,
they may be faid to rule the whole pro-
vince; for they lead the women captive,
and the women the men; but when the
clergy differ with the lawyers and mer-
chants; the popular tide turns, In like
manner, when the clergy and lawyers con«
tend with the merchants, it turns againft

: thefe ;
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thefe ; and it 'is the fame, when the
clergy and merchants unite againft the
lawyers. - This fluGtuation of power gives
a ftrange appearance to the body politic
atlarge. In Hertford, perhaps, the clergy
and merchants are agreed and prevail ; in
Weathersfield, the clergy and lawyers; -
in Middletown, the lawyers and mer-
chants; and ‘fo on, again and again,
thoughout the colony. Thus the Ge~
neral Affembly becomes an aflfembly of
contending factions, whofe different in-
terefts and purfuits it is generally found
neceflary mutually to confult, in order
to produce a fufficient coalition to. pro-
ceed on the bufinefs of the ftate,«—
Vofipfes, pfeudo-patres patrie, veluti in fpe-
culo, afpicite | —— Sometimes, in quarrels
tween the merchants and lawyers of a
particular parith, the minifter is allowed
to ftand neuter ; but, for the moft part, he
s obliged to declare on one fide or the
other : he then, remembering whence he
gets
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gets his bread, efpoufes.that which appears
to be the firongeft, whether it be right of-
wrong, and his declaration never fails to.
min the adverfe party. En rabies wulgi |
—I mutft beg leave to refer my readers to
their own refleCtions upon fuch a fyftem
of government as I have here fketched
out.

The hiftorians of New-England boaft
much -of the happinefs all parties there
enjoy in not being fubje, as in England,
to any facramental teft by way of qua-
lification for preferment in the ftate;
on which account, with peculiar pro-
priety, it might be called a free coun-
try. The truth is, there never has been.
occafion for fuch a teft-a®. ‘The af-
{emblies never appointed any, becaufe the
magiftrates are annually chofen by the
people, of whom the far greater part are
church-members ; and this church-mem-
berthip, in its confequences, deftroys
all hberty in a commupicant, who is

neceflitated
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necelliated to fwear to promote the e
tercflt of that church he is 2 member of,
and is duly informed by the minifer what
that intereft is. The minifter is the eye
af confcience to all freemen in his parith 5
and tells them, that they will perjure
themfelves, if they give their vates to ag
epifcopalian, or to’any perfon who is not
a member of the church of the Saber Difs
Jenters, Thofe freemen ddre not .go
" counter to the minifter’s diGtate, any more
than a tru¢ Muflulman dare viojate the
moft facred law of Mahomet. What
need, then, is there of a civil teft,
when a religious teft operates mugh
more powerfully, and will ever keep all
churchmen, feparatifts, quakers, bapuifts,
and other denominations, from govern~
mental employments in Connedticue,
and confine them -all -to the Old and
New Lights; whilft the teft-att in Fngy
land prevents no diffenter from Holding
any civil or military commiffion whats
’ foever,
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foever.——Upon this fubje@ Mr. Neak
has exerted himfelf in fo fignal a2 map~
ner, that he ought to be fiyled the
Champion of New-England. He repre-
{ents, that there were two flate faGions
in New-Eapgland : the one out of place
be calls fpies, and malcontents, chiefly
becaufe they had no fhare in the govern-
meant. He adds, p. 615, «“ I canaflure the
«¢ world, that religion is no part of the
s¢ quarrel 3 for there is no facramental
s¢ telt for prefepments in the ftate.,”—
Many people in New-England have not
been able to aflign a reafon for Mr. Neal’s
chufing to hide one truth by telling ano-
ther, wiz, that there was no ftatute in New-
England to oblige a man to receive the
facrament -among the Ssber Diffenters,
as a qualification for civil employment:
‘This aflertion is really true ; and when
Mr. Neal fpeaks a truth, he above all
men ought to have credit for it. But Mr,
Neal well knew it to be truth alfo, that

: no
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no man could be chofen a corporal in the
train-band, unlefs he was a member of
the church of the Sober Diffenters, be-
caufe then every voter was fubject to a reli-
gious teft. of the fynod or confociation.
Mr, Neal, indeed, feems to think that a
civil teft is herefy itfelf; but that a reli-
gious teft is liberty, is gofpel, and renders
*« all parties of chriftians in New-England
“ eafy, a happy people!” The reafon,
however, of his muffling truth with truth,
was, he wrote for the Old Ligh‘ts, and
againft the New Lights, for hire; the New
Lights being the minority, and out of
place in the ftate. Thofe two fe&s dif--
fered about the coercive power of the
civil magiftrate, The Old Lights held that
the civil magiftrate was a'creature framed
on purpofe to fupport ecclefiaftical cenfures
with the fword of feverity ; but the New
Lights maintained, that 'the magiftrate
had no power or right to concern himfelf
with church excommunication, and that

£xcom-
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excommanication was all the punithment
any-one could undergo in this world ace
cording to the rules of the gofpel. Thefe
were and always have been two great
articles of faith in New-England ; nevers
thelefs, Mr. Neal fays, he can affure the
world, that “ religion is no part of -the
quarrel!”” I hope Mr. Neal did not mean
to quibble, as the New-Englanders gene-
rally do, by a jefuitifm, viz, that rehgxon
is peaceable and admits not of quarrels s
and yet, if he did not; he meant not a full
reprefentation of the matter: for he well
knew that the difference in refpe& to the
intent and power of magiftrates was a reli»
gious point, and formed the partition-wall
between the Old and New Lights, The
civilians or magiftrates were too wife to
countenance the New-Lights, who pros
mifed little good to them; while tha
Old-Lights gave them a power of punifhe
ing, even with death, thofe whom they
had anathemauzed and who would not

U fubmit
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~ fubmit to their cenfures by penitence and
confeflion. ~The Old-Lights, in fhort,
fupported the pratice of the inquifitors of
Spain, and Archbifhop Laud ; -the often-
fible occafion of their anceftors flying
from . England to the wildernefs of Ame-
rica. ‘

But Mr; Neal contented not himf:If
with one miftake: he added, * that the
«¢ people of New-England are a dutiful
‘“ and loyal people.” They never merited
this charatter, and they always had too
much honefty and religion to claim it,
From the firft they have uniformly de-
clared, in church-and ftate, that America
is a new world, fubje¢t to the people re-
fiding in it; and that none but enemies
to the country would appeal from their
courts to the ‘King in Council. They
néver have prayed for any earthly king
" by name. They have always called them-
felves republicans and enemies to kingly
~ government, ‘to temporal and {piritual

' lords.
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fords. They hate the idea of a patliament,.
eonfifting of King, Lords, and Commons :
~they declare, that the three branches
thould be but one, the King having only
a4 fingle vote with the other members.
Upon this point they have always quar-
‘relled with all governors. They never
have admitted one law of England to be in
force among them, till paffed by their af-
{emblies. They have fent agents to fight
againft the Kings of England. They
deny the jurifdiction of the Bifhop of
London, which extends over America
by virtue of a royal patent. They hold
Jefus to be their only King, whom if they
love and obey, they will not fubmit, be-
caufe they have not fubmitted, to the laws
of the King of Great-Britain.

Mr. Neal, furthermore, profefles his
‘want of conception why the Sociéty for
the Propagation of the Gofpel in Foreign
Parts fhould fend Miffionaries into New-
England, when Oliver Cromwell had, in

U e 1649,
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1649, inftituted a Society to propagate

“Chriftian Knowledge there. Mr. Neal
might have learnt the caufe of this phe-

nomenon from the charter granted to the

firt-mentioned Society by King Wil-

-liam HI. who was a friend to civil and
chrittian liberty, and who endeavoured to

‘fupprefs the intolerable perfecutions in his
‘days prevailing in New-England. Bat,
‘befides, . Mr. Neal could not but know
that there were many churchmen in New-
England defirous of the ufe of the liturgy
and difcipline of the:Englith church ; and
‘for what reafon fhould not they have mi-
nifters of their own-perfuafion, as well as
the fober and confcientious diffenters ? I
hope my readers will not think me a par-
tial advocate for the church of -England,
which, perhaps, has loft the opportunity

~ of civilizing, chriftianizing, and modera-
ting the burning zeal of ‘the diffenters

in New:England who were ‘honeft in

their religion, ‘merely by the finful omif-

R fion
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fion of not fending a bifhop to that coun
try, who would have cffeCted greater
things among them than an army of
50,000 men.—J avow myfclf to be liberal-
minded towards all fects and parties ; and,
if I had power, I would convert all forts
of minifters into popes, cardinals, prelates,
dominis, potent prefbyters, and rich qua-
kers, that the world might be excufed
from hearing again of preaching, defa-
mation, infurreQions, and fpiritual jurif-
ditions, which refult more from po-
verty, pride, avarice, and ambition, than
the love of peace and chriftianity. It
has been faid by the deifts and other po-
liticians, that minifters, by preaching,
have done more hurt than good in the
chriftian world. If the idea will hold in
any part, it will in New-England, where
each fe@t preaches, for Gofpel, policy and
defamation of its neighbour; whence the
lower claffes think, that chriftianity cone
fifts in defending their own pecaliar church

U3 . and
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and modes, and {ubverting thofe of others,
at any rate ; while the higher ranks value
_ religionand the Gofpel as laws of a foreign-
country, and the clergy as merchants or
pawwawers, fubtle, crucl, and greedy of
riches and dominion over all people. For
this reafon, the favages have taken an

averfion to the proteftant religion, and fuy

they had rather follow Hobbamockow,

and the Roman priefts, than New-Eng-

land chriftians, who. perfecute one ano-

ther, and killed their anceftors with a

pocky Gofpel.  With {corn.they cry out,

¢ We value not your Gofpel, which fhews
s fo many roads to Kicktang: fome of
¢ them muft be crooked, and lead to

¢ Hobbamockow. We bad, therefore,

« better continue Indians, like our ancef-

# tars ; or be catholicks, who tell us of

¢ only one way to Kicktapg, or the ine

# vifible God.”

Laws.—A firanger in the colony, upon
: hearing
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hearing the inhabitants talk of religion,
liberty, and juftice, would be induced to
believe that the chriftian and civil virtues
were their diftinguithing characteriftics ;
but he foon finds his- miflake on fixing -
his abode among them. Their laws grind
the poor, -and their religion is to opprefs
the opprefled. The poll-tax is unjuft
and cruel. . The poor man is compelled
to pay for his head 18s. per ann. work
four days on the highways, ferve in the
militia four days, and pay three fhillings
for his hot without a window in it. The
beft houfe and richeft man in the colony
pays no ‘more !

The law i¢ pretended to exempt epifco-
palians, anaEaptiﬁs, quakers, and others,
from paying rates to the Sober Diffenters;
but, at the fame time, gives the Scher
Diffenters power to tax them for minifter,
fchool, and town-rates, by a general vote;
and no law or court can put afinder what
the town bas joined together,—The law

' U4 . alfo
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alfo exempts from paying to Seber Dife
_ Jenters all churchmen, who Jive fo near as
they can and do attend the church, Bus,
hence, if a man is fick, and does not attend
more than 26 Sabbaths in a year, bhe be
comes legally a Sober Diffenter ;. and, if
the meeting lies hetween him and the
church, he daes not live, /o 7ear the church
as he can attend, becaufe is it more than &
Sabbath - day’s journey, and anneceflary
travel.

The law prefcnbes whxppmg, ftocks,
and fives, for fuch as -do not attend
public worthip an the Sabbath, ‘The
grand jury complains, and the juftice in-
flids the punithment. . This has been
the prattice many years, About 1750,
M:. Pitt, a churchman, was whipped,
for not attending meeting. Mr. Pitt was
an old man. The epifcopal clergy wrote
to England, complaining of  this crucl
taw, The Governor and Council imme-
diately broke the juftice who punifhed

M,
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Mr. Pitt, and wrote to the Bithap of
London: that they had dane fo, as a mark
of their difapprobation of the juftice’s con-
doft, and knew mnot what more they
could do.  This apology fatisfied the Bi-
fhop;.and the next yoar the fame Governor
and Council reftored the juftice to his of-
fice: however, quakers and anabaptifts
only were whipped afterwards.
Formerly, when a Sober Diffenter had
n fuit in law againf a churchman, every
juryman eof the lateer perfuafion was by
the court removed from the jury, and re-
placed by Sober Dyffenters. The reafon
effigned for this extraordinary conduct
was, *¢ that juftice and impartiality might
take place.” The epifcopalians, quakers,
and other fed@s, not of the Sober Dz_'[i
fenters, were not admitted to ferve as
jurymen in Conneticut till about 17350.
Such of them, whofe annual worth is
rated at not lefs than forty pounds in the
general lift, have enjoyed the liberty of
voting
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voting for civil officers a much longer
term ; but from parith-concerns they are
all fiill totally excluded. )

- Other laws I have. occaﬁonally ammad-
verted upon in the courfe of this work ;
and a fpecimen of the- Blue Laws is-in-
ferted p. 63.—the various courts 8o, 8.

Nothing can reflet - greater . difgrace
upon the colony than the number of fuits.
in all the county courts, amounting in
‘the whole to between 20 and 30,000
annually ; the greateft part of which
are vexatioufly commenced from expea-
tions grounded upon the notorious in- -
ftability of the judges opinions and deci-
fions,

This {pirit of litigation, which diftra@s
the province in general, is, however, a
blefling to the judges and lawyers, The
court has one fhilling for every aion
called, and twenty fhillings for thofe that
come to trial ; and the fee to each lawyer
5 twenty (hxlhngs, ‘whether the alion

- be
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be tried or not: befides various other ex-
pences. There are near as many fuits of
confcience before the juftices of peace,
and minifters, and deacons; fo that the
fum annually expended in law in the
whole colony is amazing. It was not
without reafon, therefore, that the judges,
the lawyers, the minifters, and deacons,
the theriffs, and conftables, oppofed the
flamp-act with all their might, They told
the people, that, if this a& took place, their
libertics would be deftroyed, and they
would be tried by King’s judges without
a jury. :
The fingular nature of fome of the fuits
entitle them to particular notice. When
the ice and floods prevail in the great river
Connedlicut, they frequently cut off large
pieces of ground on one fide, and carry
them over to the oppofite. By this means,
the river is every year changing its bed,
to the advantage of fome perfons, and
the ditadvantage of others.. This has
) proved
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proved the fource of perplexing law-fuits,
and will moft likely continue to produce

the fame effe@s fo.long as the demiannual’

affemblies remain in the colony; for the
judgment of the Affembly in May is
refcinded by that in O&ober, and fo wvice

verfa. Thus a law-fuit in Conne&icut

is endlefs, to the ruin of both plaintiff
and defendant. ‘The county and the fu=
perior courts, alfo, in different years, give
different judgments; and the reafon is
the popular conflitution of the colony,
whereby different parties prevail at diffe-
rent times, each of whom carefully un-
does what the others have done. Thus
the glorious uncertainty of law renders
the pofleflion of property in Connei-
cut extremely pi'ccarious. The queftion,
however, touching the lands removed
from place to place by the floods and ice,
requires the fkill of both jurifts and caa
fuifls,  The moft fimple cafe of the kind
that has been communicated to me, is

the
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‘the following : A piece of land belong.
ing to A. in Springficld, with a houfe,
-&c. ftanding upon it, was removed by
the flood to another town, and fettled on
land belonging to W. A. claimed his
houfe and land, and took pofleflion of
them ; whereupon W. fued A. for a
trefpafs, and the coust.cjeGted A. But
A. afterwards obtained a reverfion of the .
judgment ; when W. again fued A. and
.got a decree that A, thould remove his
-own land off from the land of W. or pay
W. for Ais land. ‘Further litigation en-
fued, and both parties pleaded ;that the
- act of God injured no man according to
ithe Englith law. The judges faid, the
a&t of God in this cafe. equally fell upon
A. and W. The difpute reftsin ffatu quo,
ithe jurifprudence of Conne&icut not ha-
ving yet taught mankind what is juft and.
legal in this important controverfy. -
Suppofing the flood had carried A.’s
fhip or raft on W.’s land, the fhip or raft
would
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would ftill belong to A. and W, could
recover no damage; but then A. muft
take away his fhip or faft in a reafonable
time. Yet in the cafe where an ifland
ot point of land is removed by the waters,
or an earthquake, upon a néighbouring
thore, Q, Ought not the iflanders to keep
pofleffion of the fuperficies ?=’ r hxs may
be a2 new cafe in Europe.

MannEeRrs and CusToms.——Gravity
and a ferious deportment, together with
fhynefs and bafhfulnefs, generally attend
the firft communications with the inhabi- -
tants of Conne@icut; but, after a fhort
acquaintance, they become very familiar
and inquifitive about news,— Who are
you, whence come you, where going,
what is your bufinefs, and what your
religion? They do not confider thefe
and fimilar queftions as impertinent, and
confequently expect a civil anfwer. When
the ftranger has fatisfied their -curiofity,

they
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they will treat him with all the hofpita-
lity in their power, and great caution
muft be obferved to get quit of them and
their boufes without giving them offence,
If the ftranger has crofs and difficult roads
to travel, they will go with him till all
danger is paft, without fee or reward.
The ftranger has nothing to do but civilly
to fay, ¢ Sir, I thapk you, and will call
‘““upon you when I return.” He muft
not fay, *“ God blefs you, I fhall be glad
““to fee you at my houfe,” unlefs he is
2 minifter; becaufe they hold, that the
words ¢ God blefs you’ fhould not be
{poken by common people; and 1 fhall

~ ““be glad to fee you at my houfe” they
look upon as an .infincere compliment
paid them for what they do out of duty to
the ftranger. . Their hofpitality is highly
exemplary ; they are ficere in it, and
reap great pleafure by refleiting that
perhaps they have entertained angels.
The Rev, Mr, George Whitefield, in one
of
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of his fermons, gave them the following
charaGter: “ I have found,” faid be,
¢¢ the people of Connetticut the wifeft of
“ any wpon the ocontinent—they are the
¢ beft friends and the worlt enemies—
¢ they are hair-brained bigots on all fides
* ¢ —and they may be compared to the
“ horfe and mule without bit and bridle,
* In other colonies 1 have paid for my
* food and lodging; but could never
“ {pend one penny in fruitful Conne@i-
¢ cut, whofe banks flow with milk and
¢ honey, and whofe fons and daughters
¢ never fail to feed and refreth the weary
“ traveller without money and without
“ price,”’ '

On Saturday evenings the people look
four and fad : on the Sabbath, they ap-
pear to have loft their deareft friends,
are almoft fpeechlefs, and walk foftly;
they even obferve it with more exatnefs
than ever did the Jews. A quaker preacher
told them, with much truth, that they -

WOore
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worthipped the Sabbath, and not the God
* of the Sabbath. Thofe hofpitable people
without charity condemned the quakeg
as a blafphemer of the holy Sabbath, ﬁned,
tarred and feathered him, put a rope
_ about his neck, and plunged him into the
fea; but he efcaped with life, 'thougl}\
he was above 70 years of age, In 1750,
an epifcopal clergyman, born and educated
in England, who had been in holy orders
above 20 years, once broke their fabbatical -
law, by combing a difcompofed lock of
- hair on the top of his wig; at another
time, by making a humming noife, which
they called a whiftling; ata third time, by
walking too faft from church ; at a forth,
by running into church when it ramed -
at a fifth, by walking in his garden, and
picking a bunch of grapes : for which
feveral crimes he was complained of by
the grand Jury, had warrants granted
againft him, was feized, brought to trial
#9d paid a confiderable fum of money.

X Af
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At laft, overwhelmed with perfecution
and vexation, he cried out, ¢ No Briton,
¢ nay no Jew, fhould affume any public
¢ chara@er in Conne&icut, till he has
¢ ferved an apprenticethip of ten years
“ in it; for I have been here feven years,
¢ and ftrictly obferved the Jewith law
¢¢ concerning the Sabbath, yet find my-
¢ felf remifs in refpect to the perfedt low
“ of liberty I”

The people are extremely fond of
firangers paffing through the colony, but
very averfe to foreigners fettling among
them; which few have done without
ruin to their charaGers and fortunes by
detra@ion and law-fuits, unlefs recom-
mended as men of grace by fome known
and revered republican proteftant in Eu-
rope. The following ftory may be amu-
fing :—An Englith gentleman, during
a fhort refidence in a certain town, had
the good luck to receive fome civili-
ties from the Deacon, Minifter, and Juf

£IcG
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tice. The Deacon had a daughter,
without beauty, but fenfible and rich,
“The Briton (for that was the name he
went by), having received a prefent from
the Weft Indies, of fome pine-apples and
fweetmeats, fent his fervant with part of
it to the Deacon’s daughter, to whom,
at the fame time, he addreflfed a compli-
mentary note, begging Mifs would accept
the pine-apples and {weetmeats, and
“withing he might be able to make her a
better prefent. Mifs, on reading the note,
was greatly alarmed, and exclaimed, * Ma-
¢« mal Mama! Mr. Briton has fent me 3
« Jove-letter,” Phe mother read the note,
and thewed it to the Deacon ; and, after
due confideration, both agreed in pro-
nouncing it a love-letter, The lawyer,
juftice, and parfon, were then fent for,
* who in council weighed every word in
. the note, together with the golden temp-
- gation which the lady poflefled, and were
of opinion that the writer was in love,,

X2 and
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and that the note was a love-letter, but
worded fo carefully that the law could
not_punith Briton for attempting to court
Mifs without obtaining her parents con.
fecnt.  The parfon wrung his hands,
rolled up his eyes, fhrugged up his
fhoulders, groaned out his hypocritical
grief, and faid, ¢* Deacon, 1 hope you do
“ not blame me for having been the inno-

. ¢ cént caufe of your knowing this impru-
¢ dent and haughty Briton, There is fome-
¢ thing very odd in all the Britons; but
«# | thought this man had fome prudence
¢ and modefty : however, Deacon,” put-
ting his hand on hisbreaft, and bowing
- ing with a pale, deceitful face, « I fhall
<t in futare thun all the Britons, for they
- ¢ are all ftrange creatures.” ‘The law-
. yer and juftice made their apologies, and
were forry that Briton did not confider
the quality of the Deacon’s daughter be-
fore he wrote his letter, Mifs, all ap-
. prehenfion and tears, at finding no punifh-
o ment
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tnent could reach Briton in the courfe of
law, cried out to her couniellors, * Who
'« is Briton? Am I pot the Deacon’s
¢ daughter 7 What have I done that he.
“ (hould take fuch liberties with me?.
¢« s he not the natural fon of fome.
« prieft or foundling? Ought he not to
* be expofed for his affurance to the
“ Deacon’s daughter ?’ .Her words took
effc@. The council voted that they would
‘fhew their contempt of Briton by negle€=
ing him for the time to come, On his re-
turn home, the parfon, after many and great
figns of furprize, informed his wife of the
awful event which had happened by the
imprudence of Briton. She foon com-
municated the fecret to her fifter goffips,
prudently cautioning them not to report it
as from her. Bat, not content with that,
the parfon himfelf went among all his
acquaintance, thaking his head, and fay-
ing, < O, Sirs| have you heard of the

* ftrange conduét of friend Briton ?--how
X3 * he
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* he wrote a love-Jetter, and fent it with
* fome pine-applesto the Deacon’s daugh-
“ ter ? My wife ahd I had a great friend:
% (hip for Briton, but cannot fee him
** any more.” Thus the afflited parfon
told this important tale to every one exs
cept Briton, who, from his’ ignorance of
the ftory, conducted himfelf in his ufual
minner towards his fuppofed friends;
though he obferved they had a fhow of
hafte anid bufinefs whenever he met with
any of them. Happily for Briton, he
depended not on the Deacon, Minifter;
or .Colony,. for his fupport. At laft, a
Scotchman heard of the evil tale, and
generoufly told Briton of it, adding that
the parfon was fuppofed to be in a deep
decline merely from grief and the fa-
tigue he had endured in fpreading i,
Briton thanked the $cotchman, and called
on the friendly parfon to know the parti-
culars of his offence; The parfon, with
ﬁghs, bows, and folemn {mitkings, an<
fwered
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fwered, * Sir, the fa& is, you wrote a
« Jove-letter to the Deacon’s daughter
« without afking her parents confent,
« which has given great offence to that
“ lady, and to all her acquaintance, of
¢« whom I and my wife have the honour
“to be reckoned a part.” Briton kept
his temper. ¢ So then,” faid he, I
“ have offended you by my infolent note
“ to the Deacon’s daughter! I hope my
¢ fin is venial, Pray, Sir, have you feen
“ my note?” “Yes,” replied the parfon,
“ to my grief and forrow: I could not
¢« have thought you fo imprudent, had I
« not feen and found the note to be your
« own writing.,”” ¢ How long have you
« knownof thisoffence?”” “Somemonths,”
« Why, Sir, did you not feafonably ad-
“ monifh- me for this crime ?’ * I was
“ {o hurt and grieved, and my friendfhip
“ {o great, I could not bear to tell you.”
Mr. Briton then told the parfon, that his
friendthip was fo fine and fubtle, it was
X4 invifible
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fnvifible to an Englith eye; and that
Gofpel minifters in England did ot prove
their friendthip by telling calumnious
ftories to every body but the perfon cons
terned. “ But, I fuppofe,” added he;
¥ this is genuine New-England friend-
¥ fhip, and merits thanks more than d
¢ fupple-jack I” ‘The parfon; with a

leering look, fneaked away towards hid

Wife ; and Briton left the colony without
any civil or ecclefiaftical punithment, tell-
ing the Scotchman that the Deacon's

daughter had money, and the parfon faith_

without eyes, or he fhould never have
been accufed of making love to one
who was naturally fo great an enemy to
Cupid.——Of fuch or worfe fort being
the reception foreign fettlers may expect
from the inhabitants of Connecticut, it is

ho wonder that few or none chufe té

VYenture ainong them.
The cuftom of fettling and difmiffing

i fober d tffenting “tninifter is very ﬁnfua
afs
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lat. All the parithioners meet, and vote
to apply to the affociation for a candidate;
and one is accordingly fent. If he pleafes,
the people vote to give him a call ¢ if he
accepts the call, the actual communicants;
and they alone, make the covenant bes
tween him and them as Chrift’s church,
and thus they are murried to him.  Aftet
the candidate is ordained, others; by aca
knowledging and fwearing to fupport the
covénant, become mdrried to him alfo.
{N. B. Baptifm isnot fufficient to take them
out of their natural ftate.] The call is an
invitation from the parithioners to the
ctandidate to take upon him the minifterial
office of their church, on condition that he
be allowed 300/ or 400/ fettlement,
and, perhaps, 100/, falary, befides wood,
8c. 8&c. during his refidence among them
in that capacity. The candidate, aftes
looking round him, and finding no better
térms offered from any other parith,
anfwers i this manner: ¢ Brethren

: & and
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¢t and friends, I have confidered of your
¢ call; and, after many’ faftings and
« prayers, I find it to be the call of God,
“and clofe with your offer.” ‘The
_church then appoints a day for his ordi-
nation, and the minifters who. fhall affift
in the ceremony, which is as follows:
1. The meeting is opened with an hymn :
2. fome-one makes a prayer : 3. another
hymn fucceeds: 4. a fermon: 5. ano-
ther prayer: 6. the covenant is read : 7.
the prayer of confecration, with impofi-
tion of hands by the minifters: 8. the
right hand of fellowthip, which conveys
that half of minifterial power which I'have
already f{poken of as communicated by
the churches (p.143) : 9. thecharge ; that
is, to behave well in the office whereto
God has called him: 10. a prayer: 11
another hymn : 12. the' young minifter
difmiffes with his benedi¢tion. Numerous
as the ceremonies are in a minifter’s or-
dination, there are but few judged ne-
ceffary
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ceflary in difmifling him—a majority
of the church is enough to turn the mi-
nifter from bed and beard, or, in their
language, “to diverce him;” — which
happens more frequently than is decent.
The minifter has no remedy but in ap-
pealing to the aflociation, which ftep entis
tles him to his falary till difmifled by
that powerful body. Incontinency, in-
temperance, lying, and idlenefs, are the
common accufations brought againft the
minifter, but feldom founded in truth,
and yet always proved by knights of the
poft. However, the minifter carries off
. his fettlement, in cafe he is difmiffed for
immoralities, but not if he turns church«
man; then his old parifhioners are mean
enough to fue for the fettlement. A re-
cent inftance of this kind happened at
New-London, where the minifter, Doc-
tor Mather Byles, defired a difmiffion,
which was given him; but, finding the
Doctor’s defign was to become a church-

man,
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fhan, the people demanded the fettlement
given him twelve years before. The
Do&or, with a fpirit worthy of himfelf
and his venerable anceftors, returned the
money with, * You are welcome to it,
¢ fince it proves to the world that you
“ could not accufe me of any thing
‘¢ more agreeable to ungenerous minds.”

"The manner of vifiting the fick in this
province is more terrible than charitable,
The minifter demands of the fick if he
be converted, when, and where? If the
anfwers are conformable to the fyftem of
the minifter, it is very well; if not, the
fick is given over as a non-ele&, and no
object of prayer. Another minifter is
then fent for, who afks if the fick be
willing to die—if he hates God—if he
be willing to be damned, if it pleafe God
to damn him ? Should he anfwer No;, this
minifter quits him as did the former.
Finally, the fick man dies, and fo falls out
of their hands into better.

Amidft
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Amidft all the darknefs of fuperftition
that furrounds the ftate, the humanity it
fhews to poor ftrangers feized with fick.
pefs in the colony, or to fuch perfons as
are {hipwrecked upon its coafts, fhines
with diftinguifhed luftre.  Thefe unfor-
‘tunate fufferers are immediately provided
with neceflarics of every kind by order of
the fele@tmen, whofe expences are reim-
burfed out of the colony treafury,

Thus is laudably employed a part of
the money allowed for contingencies (fce
p. 278); but another part is confumed
in a very different manner, It frequently
happens, that whenever the Epilcopalians
become fo numerous in a parith, as to
gain the afcendency over the Sober Di/f~
Jfenters, and the latter cannot, by their own
firength, either deftroy the epifcopal,
or fupport their own church, the Go-
vernor and Council, with the advice of
the Confociation, kindly relieve them

" with an annual grant, out of the public
' treafury,
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treafury, fometimes to the amount of the
wholé fum paid into it by every denomi-
nation in the parith. An a& of charity of
this kind lately took place at Chelfea, in
Norwich, where the Sober Diffenters were

few and poor, and without a meeting-houfe.

or minifter ; fo that they were obliged to
walk a mile to a meeting, or go to
church. The young people chofe the

latter, which alarmed the Sober Diffenters -

to fuch a degree, that they applied for and
obtained from the generous Governor and
his virtuous Council 300/, per annum out
of the public treafury, befides the duties
on the veflels of churchmen at that port,
This largition enabled them to build a
meeting and fettle a minifter. When the
churchmen complained of this abufe of
public money, the Governor an{wered,
« The Affembly has the fame right to
« fupport chriftianity, as the Society for
s¢ the Propagation of the Gofpel in foreign
3 Parts, or the Parliamentof Great Britain.*”

The
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.The murmurs of the people, on the
colle&ion of the revenue, befpeak embez-
zlements of another kind. It fhould
feem that they believed the General Af-
fembly to be in the fame predicament
the Devil thought Job was, when he
faid, « Doth fob ferve God for nought 2

Eftates in Conneticut pafs from ge-
neration to generation by gavelkind ; fo
that there are few perfons, except of the
labouring clafs, who have not freeholds
of their own to cultivate. A general
mediocrity of ftation being thus confti-
tutionally promoted, it is no wonder that
the rich man is defpifed and the poor
man’s bleffling is his poverty. In no part
of the world are /Jes petits and les grands
. fo much upon a par as here, where none
of the peoplé are deftitute of the conve-
niences of life, and the {pirit of indepen-
dence. From their infancy, their edu-
cation as citizens points out no diftinc-
gion between licentioufnefs and liberty ;

and
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and their religion is fo muffled with fu,
perftition, felf-love, and provincial en.
mity, as not vet to have tanght them that
humility and refpe@ for others, which
from others they demand. Notwith-
-ftanding thefe effe@s of the levelling
plan, there are many exceptions to be
found in the province of gentlemen of
large eftates and generous principles.

The people commonly travel on horfer
back ; and the ladies are capable of teachs
ing their neighbours the art of horfeman-
thip. There are few coaches in the co-
lony ; but many chaifes and whifkeys,
‘In the winter, the fleigh is ufed; a ve-
hicle drawn by two horfes, and carryipg
fix perfons in its box, which hangs op
four pofts ﬁ'andmg on two fteel {liders,
or large {cates.

Dancmg, ﬁfhmg, hunting, {cating, and
riding in fleighs on the ice, are all thg
amufements allowed in the colony.

Smuggling is riyetted in the conflitu-

90“3
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tions and praftice of the inhabitants of
Conneicut, as much as {uperftition and
-religion ; and their province is a flore= -
houfe for the fmugglers of the neighbour-
Ing colonies. They confcientioufly ftudy
to cheat the King of thofe duties, which,
they fay, God and nature never intended
fhould be paid. From the governot
down to the tithing-man, who are fworn
to fupport the laws, they will aid fmug-
lers, refift colle@ors, and mob informers. -
This being a popular government, all
the officers are appointed by the free~
holders. There are very fevere laws
againft bribery. The candidates are not
fuffered to give a dinner, or a glafs of
cyder, on the day of election, to a voter.
Indeed, bribery is the next greateft crime
to the breach of the Sabbath; yet open
bribery, eftablithed by cuftom immemo-
rial in Rhode-Ifland, is more praife-
worthy than the practice of Connecticut,

I will give the reader fome idea of the
| Y mode



2 HISTORY OF
-tnode in which an election is managed in
Connedticut.  All the voters in a town-
thip convene in the town meeting-houfe,
~One of the minifters;, after prayers;
preaches from fome fuch text as, < Yabez
¥ apas more honourable than all bis bretbren.”
The people keep their feats, while the
conftables take their votes in a box ; and;
if a votet has not his vote written, the
conftable gives him one, So Jabez is
cleGted ; and the meeting is "concluded
with a prayer of thanks to the Lord God
of Ifracl for * turning the hearts of his
¢ people againft the enemies of Zion,
“and for uniting them in Jabez, the
¥ man after his own heart.” — The man-
ner in which the preacher treats his text;
will more particularly appear from the
animadverfion of a certain quaker on ohe
of thefe occafions. ¢ Friend,” faid he
to the pedagogue, * I do thee no wrong
““ in telling thee that thou has prayed and
% preached againft bribery, but forgot
o o

»
K
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“to keep thy tongue from fpeaking evil
“ againft thy n€ighbour. Doft thou think
t the Lord will regard thy preaching fo
“ much as the voters whom thou'doft call
« freemen? If thou believeft it, thou
“ haft bribed not only the people, but
“ the Lord alfo, to reje¢t Ebenezer and
*“ Benjamin,” The preacher called upon
_ the conftable to take away this babbler,
and open the meeting ; which was done,
and Ebenezer and Benjamin were re«
je&ted by the voters.

The men, in general, throughout the
province, are tall, ftout, and robuft. The
greateft care is taken of the limbs and
bodies of infants, which are kept ftrait
by means of a board; a pra&ice learnt of
the Indian women, who abhor all crook=
ed people: fo that deformity is here a
rarity. Another cuftom derived from the
Indians is, to welcome a new-born infant
into the world with urine and honey, the
effets of which are wonderful ; and hence

‘ Y 2 . st
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it is that at groanings thére are always 4
little boy and a rattle-fnake’s fkin, thé
latter of which prevents numbnefs and
the cramp. The women are fair, hand-
fome, genteel. They have, indeed, adopted
Yarious cuftoms of the Indian women;
but cannot learn, like them, how to fup-
port thie pains of child-bearing without 4
groan. Naturalifts and furgeons have not
been able to affign a reafon why a negro
woman fhould have a hundred pains, 2
white woman ten, and an Indian none:
Some have faid that the fatigues and hard-
fhips which the negroes endure, are the
~ caufe; but the Indians undergo many
more :—others have faid it is owing to
the change of climate ; but this is fupple-
tory :—while the enthufiaftic divines at:
tribute it to the fin of Eve, and to the
turfe laid on the Canaanites. The deifts
alk thofe divines, If Eve was not thé
tommon mother of the twhite, black;
#tid copper-toloured women ; and how

it
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it appears that negroes are the defcendantg
of the people of Canaan? Their ap{wer
is, All nature is myftery.

The women of Connedicut are ftrictly
yirtuous, and to be compared to the
prude rather than the European polite
lady, They are not permitted to read
plays; cannat converfe about Whiﬁ",
quadrille, or operas; but will freely talk
upon the fubje@s of hiftory, geography,
and the mathemitics, They are great
cafuifts and polemical divines ; and I have
known not a few of them fo well fkilled
in Greek and Latin, as often fo ppt tg
the bluth learned gentlemen, '

Notwithftanding the modefty of the
females is fuch, that it would be accounted
the greateft rudenefs for a gentleman to
{peak before a lady of a garter, knee,
or leg, yetitis thought but a piece of
civility to afk her to BUNDLE ; a cuftom
as old as the firft fettlement in 1634, It
js certainly innocent, virtuous, and pru-

Y3 dent 5
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dent; or the puritans would ot have
permitted it'to prevail among their off-
- {pring, for whom in general they would
fuffer crucifixion. Children brought up
with the chafteft ideas, with fo much
religion, as to believe that the omnifcient
God fees them in the dark, and that angels
guard them when abfent from their pa-
rents, will not, nay, cannot a& a wicked
thing, People who are influenced more
by luft, than by a ferious faith in God,
who is too pure to behold iniquity with
approbatlon, ought never to dundle. 1f
- any man, thus a firanger to the love of
virtue, of God, and the chriftian religion,
thould dundle with a young lady in New-
England, and behave Himfelf unfeemly
towards her, he mauft ficft melt her iato
pafiion, and expel heaven, death, and hell,
from her mind, or he will undergo the
chaftifement of negroes turned mad—
if he efcape with life, it will be owing
to the parents ﬂymg from their bed. to

protect
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prote& him.  The Indians, who had
this method of courtthip, when the Enge
lith firft arrived among them in 1634, are
the moft chafte fet of people in the world,
Concubinage and fornication are vices
none of them are addicted to, except fuch
as forfake the laws of Hobbamockow and
turn chriftians. The favages have taken
many female prifoners, carried them back
306 miles into their country, and kept
them feveral years, and yet not a fingle
inftance of their violating the Jaws of cha-
{tity has ever been known. This cannot
be faid of the French, or of the Englith,
whenever Indian or other women have
fallen into their hands. I am no advo-
eate for temptation; yet muft fay, that
bundling  has prevailed 160 years in New-
England, and, I verily believe, with ten
times more chaftity than the fitting on a
fopha. I had daughters, and fpeak from
near forty years experience. Bundling
takes place only in cold feafons of the

¥ 4 year—=

Pl
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year—the fopha in fummer is more dange.
rous than the bed in winter. About the
l year 1756, Bofton, Salem, Newport, and
New-York,refolving to be more polite than
their anceftors, forbade their daughters
- bundling on the bed with any young men
whatever, and introduced a fopha to ren-
der courtthip more palatable and Turkifh,
Whateyer it was owing to, whether to
the fopha, or any uncommon excefs of
the feu d'efprif, there went abroad a
report, that this 7gffinage produced more
"natural confequences than all the bundling
among the boors with their rurales pe-
dantes, through every village in ,Ncw,
England befides.

In 1766, a clergyman from one of the
polite towns, went into the country, and
preached againft the unchriftian cuftom
of young men and maidens lying together
on a bed. He was no fooner out of the
.cburch, than attacked by a fhoal of good
old women, with, “ Sir, do you think

“ we
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# we and our daughters are naughty,
s¢ becaufe we allow of bundling?2” He
anfwered, ¢ You lead yourfelves intp
* temptation by it.” They all replied at
once, ¢ Sir, have you been told thus, or
“ has experience taught it you?” The
Levite began to lift up his eyes, and to
confider of his fituation, and, bowing,
faid, #¢ I have been told fo.” The ladies, -
und wvoce, bawled out, * Your informers,
¢« Sir, we conclude, are thofe city ladies
“ who prefer a fopha to a bed: we ad-
“vife you to alter your fermon by
¢¢ {ubftituting the word Sopba for Bun-
‘ dling, and, on your return home,
¢« preach it to them; for experience
¢ has told us that city folks fend more
¢ children int_o‘ the 'copntry without
v¢¢ father or mothers to own them, than
“¢ are born among us ; therefore, you fee,
% a fopha is more dangerous than a bed.”
The poor prieft, feemingly convinced of
his blunder, exclaimed, “ Nec witia noffra,
* nec
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¥ nec remedia  pati ;wﬂumus,” hoping
hereby to get rid of his- guefts; butan
old matron pulled off her fpeQacles, and,
looking the prieft in hi§ face like a Ro-
man heroine, faid, “ No/ putare me hec
* auribus tuis dare.” Others cried out
to the prieft to explain his Latin. « The
- Englith,” faid he, * is this : % 75s me that
1 fojourn in Mefeck, and dwell in the tents
of Kedar ! One pertly retoried, Gladii de- -
cuffati funt geming prefbyteri clavis. Thg
priett confefled his error, begged pardon,
and promifed never more to preach againft
Bundling, or to think amifs of the cuf>
tom: the ladies generoufly forgave him, -

and went away. _
It may feem very ftrange to find this
cuftom of Bundling in bed attended with
fo much innocence in New - England,
while in Europe it is thought not fafe or
{carcely decent to permit a young man and
maid to be together in private any-where,
But in this quarter of the old world the
viciopfr
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vicioufnefs of the one, and the fimplicity
of the other, are the refult merely of edu-
cation and habit. It feems to be a part
of heroifm, among the polithed nations
of it, to facrifice the virtuous fair-one,
~ whenever an opportunity offers, and thence
it is concluded that the fame principles ac-
tuate thofe of the new world. It is egre-
gioufly abfurd to judge of all coun-
tries by one. In Spain, Portygal, and .
Italy, jealoufly reigns; in France, Eng-
land, and Holland, fufpicion; in the Weft
and Eaft Indies, lutt; in New-England,
fuperftition. Thefe four blind deities
govern Jews, Turks, Chriftians, Infidels,
and Heathen. Superftition is the moft
amiable, She fees no vice with approba-
tion but perfecution, and felf~prefervation
is the caufe of her feeing that. My infu-
lar readers will, I hope, believe me, when
I tell them, that I have feen, in the Weft-
Indies, naked boys and girls (fome 15 or
16 years of age) waiting at table and at

: - fea,
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tea, even when twenty or thirty virtuous
Englith ladies were in’ the room; wha
were under no more embarrafiment
at fuch an awful fight in the eyes of
Englith people that have not travelled
abroad, than they would have been at
~the fight of {fo many fervants in livery,
Shall we cenfure the ladies of the Weft-
Indies as vicious above all their fex, on
account of this loca] cyftom? By no
means ; for long experience has taught
the world that. the Welt-Indian white
ladies are virtuous prudes. Where fuperfti-
tion reigns, fanaticifm’ will be minifter of
ftate ; and the people, under the taxation
of zeal, will thun what is commonly
called vice with ten times more care than
the polite and civilized chriftians, who
know what js right and what is wrong
from reafon and revelation. Happy would
it be for the world, if reafon and revelas
tion were fuffered to controul the mind
and paffions of the great and wife men of

the
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the earth, as fuperftition does thofe of thé
fimple and lefs polithed! When Ame-
fica thall eret focieties for the promotion
of chaftity in Europe, in return for the
eftablithment of European artsin the Ame=
rican capitals ; then Europe will difcover
that there is more chriftian philfofophy in
American Bundling than can be found in
the cuftoms of nations more polite.

I thould not have faid fo much about
Bundling, had not a learned Divine * of
the Englith church publithed his Travels
through fome parts of America, wherein
this remarkable cuftom is reprefented in
an unfavourable light, and as prevailing
among the lower clafs of people. 'The
truth is, the cuftoh prevails among all
claffes, to the great honout of the coun-
try, its religion, and ladies. The vir-

tuous may be tempted; but the tempter
§s defpifed. Why it fhould be thought

* Dr. Burhaby.
incredible
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incredible for a young man ahd 4
young woman -innocently and virtu.
oufly to lie down together in bed with
a great part of their cloaths on, I
cannot conceive. Human paflions may
be alike in every regionj but religion,
diverfified as it is, operates differently in
different countries. Upon the whole,
had I daughters now, I would venture to
“let them bundle on the bed, or even on
the fopha, after a proper education, fooner
than adopt the Spanith mode of forcing
young people to prattle only before the
lady’s mother the chitchat of artlefs lovers.
Could the four quarters of the world pros
duce a more chafte, exemplary, and beau-
tiful company of wives and daughters
than are in Conneicut, I fhould not
have remaining one favourable fentiment
for the province, But the foil, the rivers,
the ponds, the ten thoufand landfkips,
together with the virtuous and lovely wo-
men which new adorn the ancient king-
doms
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domms of Conneicote, Saffacus,and Quin-
hipiog, would tempt me into the higheft
wonder and adiniration of them,; could
they once be freed of the fkunk, the
moping-owl; rattle-fnake, and fanatic
chriftian.

My readers will naturally be defirous
of information in what manner the peo-
ple of Connedticut conducted themfelves
in regard to the ftamp-a&, which has
proved the fubjec of fo much fpeculation
and controverfy both in America and
Europe : .I will, therefore, give a par=
ticular account of their proceedings con-
cterning it; which will perhaps appear to
have been of far greater confequence than
is generally fuppofed in England.

T he American colonifts were no fooner
extricated from all danger of Gallic depre-
dation by the peace of 1763, than they -
began to manifeft {ymptoms of ingratitude
and rebellion againft their deliverers.
- Connetticut, on feveral accounts, parti-
ticularly
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ticalarly that of its free conftitution id
church and ftate, which prevented every
interruption from a King’s Governor, wids
fixed upon as the fitteft fite for raifing
the firft fruits of jealonfy and diffaffe@ion.
Nor did the hatred, which kept the pro-
Vince at eternal ftrife within itfelf on all
bther occafions, prevent its political coin=
cidence upon this. In 1764, delegates
from every diffenting affociation in Ame-
tica converied at Newhaven, and fettled
their plan of operations. They voted,
that the American vine was éndangered by
the encroachments of the Englith parlia-
inent, and the Society for the Propagatioh
of the Gofpel in Foreign Parts; that
epifcopacy was eftablithed in Nova-Scotia,
ind miflionaries maintained by the Englith
government, while New-:England and
other American ftates were taked to fup-
port that fame government ; that a league
and covenaht ougkt to be made and figned

by all good proteftants againft the machi-
‘nations
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nations of their enemies, and in defence
of their civil and religious libertis ; that
it was the duty of all good proteftants
to ftand upon their guard, and colle&t
and fend every kind of interefting intel-
ligence to the Moderator at Hertford,
whofe bufinefs would be to communicate
the fame in his circular letters.to the true
friends of proteftant liberty.

In my opinion, whoever does not per-
geive the fpirit of civil as well as religious
independence in this convention and thefe
refolutions of diffenting divines, muft be
politically blind.

Whil®t Mr. Grenville was exerting his
financial faculties for the relief of the mo-
ther-country, ready to fink under the
load of expence brought upon her by that
war which had opened an avenue to
higheft exaltation for her American off.
{pring, Connelicut was early advertifed
by merchants, divines, and ladies, in Eng-
land, that the parliament” was about to

Z give
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give the colonies a fpecimen of Englith
“burthens. ‘The confociation ordered a
. faft, to deprecate the threatened judg-
ments. ‘This faft was ferved up with fer-
mons pointing out the reigns of wicked
kings, and what the fathers of the howl-
ing wildernefs of America had f{uffered
from the Kings, Lords, and Bifhops, in
the laft century; and concluded with,
« One woe is paft, and behold, there
“ come two woes more hereafter !”

A requifition having been made in
1767 that each colony in Amrerica fhould
raife a revenue to affift Great-Britain in
difcharging the national debt, which bad
-been partly incurred at their requeft, and
for their prefervation, the General Af-
fembly was inftructed by Dr. Franklin
and others  how to a&. Accordingly,
the Aflembly refolved not to raife any
money towards the national debt, or any
national expences, till the Parliament
fhould remove the navigation act, which,

they
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they faid, was advantageous to Great-

Britain, and difadvantageous to America;

and, therefore, Great' Britain, in defray--

ing the whole of the national expence,

did nothing more than juftice required, .

fo long as that at fhould be continued.

Such were the arguments and refolution -

of the General Aflembly, although their
agent in England had informed them,
that, if they refufed .to-comply with the
requifition of the minifter, the Parlxamcnt
would tax them.: -

The agent’s intelligence proved to be’

well- grounded. In 176 5§, the Stamp a&t

pafled, becaufe the colonies had refufed:

to tax themfelves. News fo important
foon arrived in America ; and the Confo-

ciation of Connecticut appointed another:
faft, and ordered .the angels to found.
their. trumpets, and great plagues followed,:
Thomas 'Fitch, the Gavermor,: fhewed.

fome diflike to the proceedings of the

Confociation, but was given to underftand:

Z 2 - that
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that Chrift’s minifters acted by an authoe-
tity fuperior to- that of a Governor of -
a King. The e¢pifcopalians, and many
fe&ks, faw no reafon for keeping the
" faft ; but. the Governor obferved it with
a view to fecure his election. the nmext
year, and was fuccefsful. ‘Fhe epif-
copalians were rewarded: for their difobe~
dience with what was called * A new
¢ religious Comic Liturgy,"” which was
~ printed and circulated through the co-
lony, as the performance.of Dr. Frank-
lin, and a@ed in many towns by the
young people on evenings, by way of
fport and amufement, The Litany was
altered in many places, efpecially in the
’paragraphs'r‘c(pe&ing the King, ‘Nobi-
lity, &c. and inftead of We befeech thee
fo bear us, god Lord| was fubftituted,
We befeech thee, O Cromwell | to bear [our
prayers) us—@ boly, ‘bleffed and glorious
Trinity | -was altered thus, O Chatbam!
Wilkes | and Franklin | have mercy upot
: S )
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as. From plague, peflilence, famine, Se,
was followed by O Cromwell I deliver us.
An -epifcopal clergyman had courage
enough to comphin of thefe blafphemous
proceedings, and the grand jury indiGted
the comic actors; but the magiftrate to
. whoe the complaint was made, refufed to
grant a warrant, ufing worfe malediction
againtt the King than was contained in the
ladicrous Litany. Hereupon the Grand
Jury indi&ted the magiftrate for high trea-
fon, but no magiftrate could be found of
refolution enough to grant a warrant
againft the traitor. However, the Comic
Liturgy was a&ed but privately after.
wards, and, upon the repeal of the ftamp-
a@, was fupprefled a¢ far as they could

do it
This fecond faft was f{anclified with
preaching on this and fimilar texts, And
there arofe a new King in Egypt who re-
membered not Fofeph ; abd with praying
, God to grant the King an heart of fieth,
Z3 and
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and to remove popery out of thc Britith
Parliament.

The ftamp-a&t was to takc place in
November, 1765; fome months before
which the ftamp-mafter, Jared Ingerfol,.
Efq. who had been the colony’s agent in
England, arrived at Newhaven, in Con-
necticut. In September, a {pecial Affem-
bly was convened at Hertford, for the
purpofe of confidering what fteps to take.
As if to avoid acknowledging the fupre-
macy of the Britith Parliament, they de-
termined not to apply themfelves for the
repeal -of the act; but fecretly encouraged
a number of lawyers, merchants, and
divines, to meet, by their own authority,
at New-York, for that purpofe. In the
mean time, three mobs were raifed under
Durgy, Leach, and Parfons, who by dif-
ferent routs. marched towards Newhaven
to feize the ftamp-mafter. They fuc-
ceeded ; and, having brought their pri-
{ongr before the Affembly-houle at Hert-

ford,
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fotd, they gave him the alternative to re-
fign ordie. Mr. Ingerfol appeajed feve-
ral times by” confidential meflengers to
the Aflembly then fitting; but finding
them inclined to countenance the mob,
he was forced to refign, and authenticate
the fame by whirling firft his hat and
next his wig three times round his head,
and then into the air ; whilft the Geperal
Affembly and Confociation (which laft
venerable body never fails to be ready
with its counfel and afliftance on all falu-
tary occafions) fhouted with the multi=
tude, from their windows, at the glorious
atchievement.

This {pecial Aflembly, having fuffici-
ently manifefted the ‘part they withed
the colony to take, broke up, leaving
turther proceedings to the mob¥, who

con-

* The following inftance wil] thew that a Con.
neticut mob of Sober DifJenters is not inferior to a
London mob of drunken conformifls, either in

Z 4 point
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continued to a& up to the {fpecimen already
given ; and to the congrefs at New York,

which
point of ingenuity, low humour, or religious
wmockery: ’

The famp-mafler was declared by the mob at
Hertford to be dead. The mob at Lebanon un- -
dertook to fend INGERSOL t0 his own place, They
made three effigies: one to reprefent Mr. Gren.
wille; another Ingerfol; and a third, the Devil.
The laft was drefled with a wig, bat, and black
coat, given by parfon Solomon Williams, of Lebae
non. Mr. Grenville was honoured with a hat,
wig, and coat, a2 prefent from Mr. Jonathan
‘Trumbull, who was afterwards chofen Governor.
Mr. Ingesfol was drefled in red, with a lawyer’s
wig, a wooden fword, and his hat under his
left arm, by the generofity of Jofeph Trumbull.
Thus equipped, the effigies were put into a cart
with ropes about their necks, and drawn towards
the gallows. A dialogue enfued between the
«criminals. Some friendfhip feemed to fubfiff
between Mr. Grenville and the Devil, while no-
thing but fueers and frowns pafled from the Devil
to Ingerfol ; and the fawning reverence of the
Jatter gave his infernal highnefs fuch offence, that
e turned up bis breech and dif¢harged fire, brim-

mﬂc,
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which mgt there accordingly, agreed up-
en and tranfmitted to England a petitiop
for a repeal of the obnoxioys a&.

The

flone, ‘and tar, in Iagerfol’s face, fetting him
all .in a blaze; which, however, Mr. Greavillg
generoufly extinguithed with a fquit. ‘This
was many times repeated, As the proceflion ad-
wanced, the mob exclaimed, ¢ Behold the juft res
s¢ ward of our agent, who fold himfelf to Grenville,
#¢ like Judas;af @ price /" In this manner the farce
-was continued till midnight, at which time they
~arrived at the gallows ; where a perfon in a long
fhirt, in derifion of the furplice of a church clerr
gyman, addrefled the criminals with republican
atticifms, ralleries, &ec. concluding thus: ¢ May
#¢ your deaths be tedious and intolerable, and may
£¢ your fouls fink quick down to hell, the refidence of
4% tyrants, traitors, and devils?” The effigies
~sere then turned off, and, after hanging fome time,
were hoifted upon the top of a huge pile of wood,
and burnt, that their bodies might fthare a fimilar
-fate with their fouls, This pious tranfattion ex-
Aalted the chara@er of Mr. Trumbull, and facili-
tated his ele@ion to the office of Governor:
and what was of further advantage to him, his
mob judged that the bones of Ingerfol’s effigy me-

\ rited
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The O&ober feffion of the General-Af-
fembly is always holden at Newhaven ; _
' th%re

rited chriftian burial according to the rites of the
church of England, though. he had been brought
up a Sober Diffenter; and refolved, therefore, to
bury his bones in Hebron. Accordingly thither
they repaired ; and, haviny made a coffin, dug a
grave in a crofs ftreet, and made every other

-+ preparation for the interment, they fent for the

epifcopal clergyman there to attend the funeral of
the bones of Ingerfol the traitor. The clergy-
man told the meflengers that neither his office nor
perfon were to be fported with, nor was it his bu-
finefs to bury Sober Diffenters, who abufe the
church while living. The mob, enraged at this
anfwer, ordered a party to bring the clergyman
by force, or fend him to hell after Ingerfol. This
alarmed the people of the town, who inftantly loaded
their mufkets in defence of the clergyman. Thus
checked in their mad career, the mob contented
themfelves with a folemn funeral proceffion, drums
beating, and horns blowing, and buried the coffin
in the crofs ftreet, one of the pantomimes bawling
out, #¢ commit this traitor’s bones to the carth,
afbes to duft and duft to afbes, in fure and certain hope
that his foul is in hell with all tories and enemies

of
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there and then they were informed by
Mr. Dyer *, who had made one of the
petitioners at New-York, that it was re-
‘commended by the Congrefs for the co-
lonial Governors to take the oath pre-
fcribed by the ftamp a&. The General
Aflembly, however, voted that the Go-~
vernor of Conne&icut thould not take it ;
and moreover determined to continue

of Zion. Then, having driven a ftake through the
"coffin, and each  caft a ftone upon the grave,
they broke a few windows, curfed fuch clergymen
as rode in chaifes and were above the controul of
God’s people, and went off with a witlefs faying,
viz. ¢ It is better to live with the church militant
s¢ than with the church triumphant,”

* This Mr, Dyer had been in England, had pe-
titioned for, and, through Dr. Franklin’s intereft,
obtained a new office at the port of New-London,
viz. that of Comptroller; but afterwards had
thought proper to refign that office, in order to bs
made a judge of the fuperior court and one of the
council,---and, forfooth, that a ftranger only
might ferve the King of Great Britain in the cha-
raéter of a publican in Conneticut.

Mr.
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M. Fitch in his office, notwithftanding
¢he disfranchifement incident on his re-
~ fdfal, if he would be guided ‘by their ad-
vice ; and the Rev. Mr. Ebenezer De-
votion, one of the Reprefentatives, and
Eliphalet Dyer (above ‘mentioned), one
of the council, offered to pay the impofed
fine of 1000/ However, the Governor
prefented himfelf before the Council,
whofe bufinefs it was to adminifter the
oath ; but which, it is thought, Mr. Fitch
prefumed would be denied, and therefore
artfully devifed this means at once of
avoiding the oath and fhifting the penal-
ties from himfelf upon them. Seven out
of twelve, fufpecting the Governor’s defign,
put their fingers in their ears, fhuffled
their feet, and ran groaning out of the
houfe ; the other five faid, and admi-
niftered the oath, with a view ‘to fave
‘themifelves and the charter, and diret the
wtath of the jpeople againft the Gover-
nor ; but in this they were miftaken, ine

curring
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c,u.rrmg in common with- hlm the odium
of the patriota.

. The ftamp-a@ having thus gamecb
footing, the Aflembly broke up. Legal
proceedings alfo were. difcontinued; and
the. courts af juftice thut. The Confo-
ciation. and Aflociations kept frequent
fafts of their own appointment, praying
and preaching againg Roman-Catholic
rulers, Arminian governors, falfe-hearted
counfellors, . and: epifcopizing curates,
Hereupon the mobs became qutrageous ;
fedition was. law, and rebellion. gofpel,
The late ftamp -~ mafter was called a
traitor to his country, and the epifcopa-
lians enemies to Zion and liberty,

The faftings, prayers, and riots, brought
about a revolation in the colony. Fitch,
~ who had taken, and the five affiftants who
" bad adminiftered, the oath, as well as
many officers both civil and military,
who declined ta take a rebellious part,
were difmifled from their pofts; and

& new
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a new Governor, other counfellors, &c.
were chofen, and the people fitted for
every kind 'of mifchief; all, however,
under.the pretence of religion and liberty.
‘The patriotic Mr. Dyer diftinguithed
‘himfelf by furnithing the fafting mi-
nifters with proper materials -to inflame
the minds of the people againft ‘the juft
demands of the King, "One of his
Machiavelian dogma’s was, that the:
King claimed the .colonies as his patri-
mony, and intended to raife a revenue in
each province ; and that, having gained .
this point, his purpofe was to.govern
England by America, and America by
England, and thereby fubvert liberty and
eftablith tyranny in both, as the Kings of
France had done by means of the va-
rious parliaments in that country. Mr.
Dyer declared he had this! information-
from the beft authority in England ; and:
added, that the liberties 'of both coun-
trics depended on America- refifting the
: ftamp-

)
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ftamp-a&, even unto blood. Thefe and
fuch -like reveries fupplied the minif-
ters of the gofpel with a great body of
political divinity, and the mob with cou-
rage to break churchmens windows, and
cry out, “No Bithops! no popery! nor -
*« Kipg, Lords, and Tyrants|” Every
thing but decency and order over-run
the colony. Indeed, the General Af- -
fembly kept up their meetings, but it
was only to tranfa&t fuch bufinefs as was
‘not affeGed by the ftamp-a&. The
mobs of the fafting minifters continued
their lawlefs proceedings, without further
interruption and impediment than what
they met with from the ftrenuous exer-
tions of the King’s friends, who had re-
-peatedly faved the lives of the ftamp-
mafter, Governor Fitch, the five rejeéted
counfellors, the epifcopal clergy, and many
good fubjedts, at the hazard of their own,
though they could not preferve them
from daily abufe and infult,
o The
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The mobs, having been fpirited up
and trained to violence and outrage fof
feveral months, began to give fome
alarm even to their inftigators, efpe-
cially as they were hitherto difappointed
in their expe@ations of the a& being re-
pealed, The Governor and Council, there«
fore, dire@ing their attention to the dan»
gerous confequences of the lawlefs ftate
and refractory temper the people were in,
and being ftruck with the forefight of

their own perilous fituation, refolved, early
in 1966, to open the codrts of law under
the ftamp-a&, if the very next packet
did not bring certain advice of its repeal 3
and, all parties, who had caufes depend-
ing in any court, were to be duly noti-
fied by the Governor’s proclamation. This
determination was no lefs mortifying to the
mob than grateful to the King’s friends,
" who were convinced that the ftamp-act
ought, both in policy and juftice, to be
enforced, and therefore had rifked their
liVCS’
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lives, fortunes; characters, and colonial
bonours in its fupport. ‘The patriots,
now apparently fickened, with licentiouf-
fefs, became very complaifant to the
loyalifts, declaring that, in all their op-
pofition to the ftamp-a&, they had meant
nothing perfonal, and defiring to have
paft animofities buried in oblivion, All
things thus fettled, tranquillity feemed to
be returning ; when, lo! the packet ar-
rived with the fatal news of the repeal of
the ftamp-act. Then a double portion of
madnefs feized the patriots, who, in their
excefs of joy, that victory was gained over
the beaft, and over bis mark, utterly for-
got their late penitential and tranquil pro+
feffions ; branding the King’s friends with
the appellations of tories, jacobites, and
papifts. The gofpel minifters left off
their fafting, and turnéd their mourning
into joy and trinmph. * Now we be-
¢ hold,” faid they in their pulpits, ¢ that
¢ Great-Britain is afraid of us; for the

Aa’  ftamp-
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« {tamp-alt is repealed, even upon the
¢ petition of an illegal body of men: if,
e therefore, we ftand fatt 7z the liberties
« apberein Chrift. bas made us free, we
¢ need not fear in future the ufurpations
« of the King, Lords, and Bifhops of
¢« England,” The accompinying claim of
Parliament to the power of binding Ame-
rica in all cafes whatfoever, was, indeed,
a thorn which galled them much; but
they found a falvo in ordering 2 copy of
the repeal to be burnt under the- gallows
by the common hangman. The General
Affembly alfo ftepped forward, and voted
the populace feveral barrels of powder
and puncheons of rum, together with
~ 100/. in money, to celebrate the feftival.
A tremendous mob met together at Hert-
ford, and reeeived their prefent. The
powder was placed in a large briek fchool,
and the rum on the common fquare,
While each one was contending for his
ghare, the powder took fire, and blew

P
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aip the {chool; killing 15 or 16 perfons,
_ and wounding many. This difafter fhook
the houfe where the Confociation was
fitting ; upon which they refolved that
Heaven did not approve of their rejoicings,
becaufe the repeal was but partial ; they,
therefore, ordered a new faft to do away
the iniquities of that day, and to implore
-the Supreme to dire& them in what man-
ner to guard againft the machinations of
the docufls, whe bad a king over them,
whofe name in the Hebrew tongne is Abad-
don, but in the Greek Apollyon.

This faft was cooked up with a favou-
rite text in New-Engla»nd, viz, % He re=
proved even Kings for their fake”” From
thefe words the preachers proved that
the King’s power lay in bis mouth and
‘in bis tasl, which, like a ferpent, did
burt for a month and a year ; and that
- God would protet his people againft
the murders, the [orceries, the fornica-
zion, the thefisy of bifhops, popes, and

Aa2 kings,
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kings, and make nations angry, and give
them . power to. judge and to defiroy thofe
who would deflroy his prophets and bis
Jaints.  In this day of great humiliation,
the prophets entertained the faints with a
pice of rejoicing, becaufe Vicfory was
gotten over the beafl, and cver bis image,
and over his mark, and over the number
of his name : —* therefore,” faid they, “re-
Joice, O inbabitants of the earth and of the
fea, becaufe we can yet buy and fell
without the mark, or the name of the
beaft, or the number of bhis name.”’

_This bombaftic declamation againft the
.authority of Great-Britain raifed the paf-
fions of a great portion of the multitude
higher than was intended. They had
lately been tutored to form high notions
-of their own confequence, had been in-
toxicated with a life of confufion in alaw- -
lefs country, and had now no relifh fora
government of any kind whatever : accor-
dmgly, mﬂamcd by the rhapfodies of the

preachers,
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preachers, they fet themfelves againt that
of the colony ; arguing, that, if the Lord
would reprove Kings, Lords, and Bithops,
Jor their fake, he would alfo reprove go-
vernors, magiltrates, and confociations, /or
their fake. ‘'This revolt of a part of the
people was encouraged and ftrengthened
by the adhcrents of Governor Fitch, the
five difcarded counfellors, and the loyalifts ;-
fo that very formidable bodies foon ap~-
peared in divers towns, threatening de-
ftruction to the General Affembly, con-
fociation, affociations, executive courts,&c.
&c. Colonel Street Hall, of Walling-
ford, a loyalift, was appointed General
over thefe fupreme multitudes, They
foon acquainted the General Affembly
and Confociation, that, by the authority’
that England had been reformed, by the
fame authority fhould Counc&icut be re-
formed ; and Mr. Hali fent a letter to the
judges of the county court, then fitting at
Newhaven, purporting, that it was not

Aa g agrec-
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agreeable to the people for them to con-+
tinue their proceedings, or that any exe-
cutions thould be granted; and conclud-
ing thus,  You, that bave ears to bear,
¢ hear what is faid unto you;—for we
< fhall quickly come I”” The judges, with-
pui hefitation or adjournment, ran out of
court, and went home. as privately as
poffible. The merchants, the gofpel mi-
nifters, the lawyers, and judges, who had
with great zeal inculcated the divine right
of the people to refift kings, found them-
felves in a ftarving condition under the
exertion of that boafted right, The Ge-
neral Affembly and Affociation, however,
again convened, and, after much falting
and prayer, refolved, that the conduc of
Street Hall, Efq. and his affociates, was
feditious and trcafonable ; and ordered the
Attorney-General, Colonel Elihu Hall, to
indi@ his nephew Street Hall, for treafon-
able practices. The Attorney-General
fefufcd to comply with their mandate,

where-
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whereupon he was difmiffed, and James |
‘Hilthoufe, Efq. appointed in his place,
who indited Street Huall; but no fheriff
dared ferve the warrant.  Street Hall or=-
derea his people to prepare for battle, and
to be ready at a minute’s warning ; and
rode about with ene {ervant in defiance
of the General Affcmbly, who likewile
prepared to fupport their power. It was
moft likely that Street Hall would have
prevailed, had an engagement taken place;
for the epifcopalians, and all the friends
of Mr. Fitch and the five difmiffed coun-
fellors, would have fupported Mr. Hall,
But a battle was prevented by the interpo-
fition of the Confociation with this cirious
Gofpel axiom, viz. that it was legal and
politic in the people to oppofe and refift
the foreign pawer which was unjultly
claimed by the King of Great-Britain ; but
it was neither politic nor right to oppofe
the magiftrates and laws made by them-
~ felwes. They prevailed on Street Hall to
Aa g con
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condefcend to write to the General Af
fembly, to this effet: ¢ That he wasa
¢¢friend to- the laws and conftitution of
'¢¢ the' colony, and wifhed to fupport both;
““and fhould do it, on condition that
¢ they would refcind their vote, and
¢ that no one fhould be profecuted for
¢ what had been done by him and
“ his affociates.”——The Affembly very
gladly voted this overture of Street Hall
to be fatisfaGory; and thus peace was
re-cftablithed between the Aflembly and
Street Hall. Neverthelefs, Mr. Hall was
. greatly cenfured by his partizans for this
compromife ; and he lived in conftant
expectation of their hanging him, till he
foftened them by this remarkable addrefy
in vindication of his condu& :

.« We havc done,” faid he, * every,
¢ thing in our power to fupport the autho-
‘¢ rity of the Britith parliament over the

. ¢ colonies, We have loft our property,
s local reputanonc and all colonial of-

« ﬁccs
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¢ fices and refpe&t among our own coun-
¢ trymen, in defence of that King and
¢¢ Parliament, who have not fhed a tear
s at our fufferings, nor failed to facrifice
« their own dignity, and their beft friends,
¢ to pleafe a party that will never be eafy
+ ¢ until another Oliver arife to extirpate -
¢¢ Kings, Lords,” and Bifhops. By hea-
s¢ vens |’ added Street Hall, with great
energy, “ I will reft my life upon this
¢¢ fingle queftion, Who would ftand up in
s¢ defence of a King who prefers his ene~
‘¢ mies to his friends? —If you acquit me,
¢ I fhall more fully declare my prin-
f¢ ciples.”

‘The mob, after much confideration,
declared their approbation of Mr. Hall’s
condut ; upon which he refumed his
addrefs nearly as follows : :
e Gentlemen, We have once been be-
¢¢ trayed and forfaken by the King and
¢¢ Parliament of Great-Britain; no de-
s¢ pendence, then, ought henceforth to be

' - « placed
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¢ placed upon ecither., It is plain t me,
+ % that, if we had extirpated the General
“ Affembly, and all the avowed encmies
«¢ of the conflitution of Great-Britain, yet -
¢¢ that wvery Parliament would have been
< the firft of all the creation to honour us -
¢ with a gallows for our reward. [
¢ therefore fwear, by Him who controuls
« the wheels of time, that, in future, I
¢ will fupport the laws and dignity of this-
* colony, and never more put any confi-
#¢ dence in Princes, or the Britith Parlia-
“ ment, The Saviour of the World
¢ trufted Judas but once ; and it is my opi-
~ '*¢ nion, that thofe who betray and-forfake
¢ their friends, ought to experience the
¢ wrath and ingratitude of friends turned
“ enemies. In this cafe, bafenefs is po-
“ licy ; ingratitude, loyalty; and revenge,
¢ ---heroic virtue !”’

Colonel Strect Hall fpoke with great’
vehemence, and might be cenfured for
his rathnefs by people who were not in

L America
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America at the time : but his fentiments
teached the hearts of half the King’s
friends there ; for the repeal of the ftamp-
a& had fixed in their breafts an everlaft-
ing hatred of the fickle temper of Britons.
» Few people, hereafter, will advance
fixpence in fupport of any ats of the Par-
liament of Great-Britain over her colonies.
Prior to the year 1766, fuch a public fpirit
prevailed in America over private intereft,
as would naturally have led the people to
conform to any ats of a Britith Parlia~
ment, from a deep-rooted confidence that
the requifitions of Britain would be no
other than the requifitions of wifdom and
neceflity. Two thirds, I may fay with
fafety, of all the people in America,
thought there were wifdom and juftice in
the ftamp-a&, and wifthed to have it con-
tinued, firft, becaufe they were fenfible
of being greatly indebted to the generofity
and protection of Britain ; fecondly, be-
¢aufe they had rather be fubje& to the

' ~ controul
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controul of Parliament in regard to a re-
venue, than have it raifed by the autho-
rity of their own affemblies, who favour
the rich and opprels the poor ; and, thirdly,
becaufe the ftamp-at would have pre-
vented innumerable {uits at law, the cofts

“of which in Conne&icut have, during the
laft forty years, amounted to ten times as

much as al] others for war, gofpel, phyfic,
the poor, &c. &c. &c. It is impoffible
to defcribe the difappointment and morti»
fication they fuffered by the repeal of that

" adt: it expofed them to calumny, derj-
fion, and opprefiion ; it ditheartened all,

~and occafioned the defetion of many;
whilft their adverfaries trinmphed in the

encouragement it had given them to pro-

fecute their malicious fchemes againft the

church, king, laws, and commerce of

England. However, in regard to the

queftion of raifing a revenue in America,

I have never met with one American

who would not allow (though unwilling,

' ' y)
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ly) the reafonablenefs of it, with certain
conditions and pfovifos. Thus, 1. the
judges and lawyers required "the tax
to be impofed by the General Affembly
of each province :—2. The merchants,
whofe confcience is gain, and who com-
monly conftitute more than half of the
Aflembly, declared, that, before any re-
venue was raifed, the navigation - aét
fhould be repealed, and the Eaft-India
Company, and all the monopolies, dif-
folved :—3. The Gofpel minifters, whofe
power in New- England is terrible to fleth
and {pirit, would contribute to a revenue,
after the King and Parliament had dropped
their claim to fupreme authority over
America, and fecured the American vine,
againft the domination and ufurpations
of bithops. To thefe fources may be
traced all the obje&ions ever made againft
a revenue in America, which fpring from
three orders of men, of the leaft real be-
nefit to that country, and whofe proper-

tion to all otherg there is not as one to an
) hundred ;
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hundred ; though they have had the at¢
and addrefs, by impofition and delufion,
to involve them in their tumultuous, cons
tentious, and ruinous projects and unders
takings.—Indeed, the clergy, lawyers, and
merchants of European countries, have
been reprefented, as the worlt enemics
of fociety—the great promoters of difcotd,
~ war, infurreCtions, and rebellions; but
the heathen have not yet givea us an
example how depraved mankind weuld
be without them. However, fuppofing
the crimination to have foundation, there
~ is one good reafon to be offered in pallia~
tion of it. Moft governments are too apt
‘to adopt the maxim of rewarding profpe-
rous oppofing.zealots ; whilft the exer-
tions of opprefled friends are pafled over,
if not with contempt, at leaft with filent
negle@. Hence, men will naturally be
inducéd, in defiance of law and gofpel, to
head parties; to become confequential in
the world,

APPENDIX.
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HE preceding fheets bring the

~ hiftory of Connecticut to its lateft
period of amity with Great Britain, agree~
able to the plan on which it was begun.
I have been advifed, however, to lay be-
fore my readers, in an appendix, a fum-
mary account of the proceedings of the
people of Connecticut immediately lead=
ing to their open commencement of hofti-
lities againft the Mother-Country, not
only becaufe fome events are not at
all, or erroneoufly known here, but alfo
becaufe they will form a fupplement ne-
ceffiry in feveral inftances to what has
been already related.  Another reafon
which induces me to make the propofed -
addition, is, the opportunity it will give me
of laying before the Public, by way of in«
trodu&ion, fome ‘matter which, I flatter
myfelf,
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myfelf, may not be wholly undeferving
the attention of Government, at, I truft,
an approaching fignal @ra in Britith and
American hiftory. This, 1 am fure of,
that no chimera of vanity, but a thorough
_ convicton in my own breaft of the foun-
dation they have in truth, is the fole mo- .
tive of my thus committing my thoughts
upon the fubject to the prefs.
- Many_ writers have endeavoured to
point out the motive which prompted
the Americans to the wifh of being in-
dependent of Great-Britain, who had,
for a century and a half, nurfed and pro-
teCted them, with parental tendernefs ; but
they have only touched upon the reafons
oftenfibly held up by the Americans,
but which are merely a veil- to the true
caufes. Thefe, therefore, I fhall endea-
vour to fet before the reader, unheed-
ing the imputation of arrogance and pre=-
fumption I may expofe myfelf to, and
relying upon the knowledge I have of
« the
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the temper and circumftances of the peo-
ple for the juftification of my affertions.

In the firft place, England, as if afraid
to venture her conflitution in America,
has kept it at an awful diftance, and efta-
blithed in too many of her colonies re-
publicanifm, wherein the democratic ab-
forbs the regal and ariftocratic parts of the
Englith conftitution. The people na-
turally imbibed the idea that they were
fuperior to Kings and Lords, becaufe they
controuled their reprefentatives, gover-
nors, and their councils. ‘This is the in=~
fallible confequence of popular govern-
ments, '

Secondly, the Englith have, like the
Dutch, adopted the errors of ancient
Rome, who judged her colonies could be
held in fubjection only by natives of Rome;
and therefore all emoluments were care-
fully with-held from natives of colonies.

Thirdly, the learned and opulent fa-
milies in America have not been honoured

Bb by
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by their King, like thofe born in Bri.
tain, : '
. Fourthly, the Americans faw them-
felves defpifed by the Britons, ¢ though
bone of their bone, and flefb of their flefhr:”
they felt, and complained of, without
redrefs, the fad effe@s of convidts, the
curfes of human fociety, and the difgrace
of England, tiken from the dungeons,
jails, and gibbets, and poured into Ame-
rica as the common fhore of England, to
- murder, plunder, and commit outrage
upon a people © whom the King did not
delight to bonour.” _
Hence the prefent rebcllion. Human
" nature is always fuch, that men will ne-
ver ceafe ftruggling for honour, wealth,
and power, “at the expence of gratitude,
loyalty, and virtue. Indignation and de-
fpair feized the gentlemen in America,
who ‘ thought, like Haman, that their
affluence and eafe were nothing worth,
fo long as they lay under their Sovereign’s
con-
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contempt. They declared that the infult
teached the whole continent; in which
are to be found only two Baronets of
Great-Britain, while all the other inhabi-
tants- are held bencath the yeomanry of
England. They added, * Let Cafar trem-
“ble! let wealth and private property.
¢ depart to deliver our country from the
‘¢ injuries of our elder brethren.” How
cafily might this rebellion have been
averted by the dabiole of titles! -With
what reafon factions and difcontents fprung
up in South-America, may be learned
from the dear-bought wifdom of Spain.
The Spaniards born in the vice-royalties
of Peru and New Granada, rich and -
learned, highly efteemed by their coun-
“trymen, and of more influence in their
feveral provinces than all the nobility,
clergy, and merchants, in Spain; whofe
fathers, to enlarge the empire of their
fovereign, emigrated, with the natural

rights of Spaniards, to almoft a burning
Bb 2 o world,
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world, where they opened rocky mines,
toiled in heats and rains to hew out gold
-and filver, to ere& and cover royal and
noble domes and pave the roads of Hefpe-
ria ;—thofe American - born Spaniards,
I fay, were yet, after all, excluded from
royal honours and truft, by a falfe
and difgraceful principle that colonifts
will only be loyal when poor and neg-
leted—a maxim which fhook ancient
Rome, failed Spain, and has thrown
Britain into convulfions ;—a maxim falfe
in nature and experience, without juftice
and without policy ;—and, yet, a maxim
which men in power have adopted
with intention to fecure to themfelves
and their pofterity the monopoly of noble
blood— without once reflecting, that emi-
grants, who had been hardy enough to
ftorm rugged mountains inthe tranfatlan-
tic world, for the fake of converting po-
verty into riches, would afterwards feck

bonours and noble names through blaze and
| ruin,
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ruin, with more avidity than adventurers
under Pizarro ever fought the wealth of
Potofi and La Plata. Had the Dons of
Spain been actuated by principles of juf-
tice, they would not have treated the
Spanith natives of South America as
aliens, as a race of beings unworthy of
royal notice, truft, and dignity, which
they themfelves enjoyed, though they
had never wet their fingers in exploring
new worlds, or in perforating the golden
Andes.—But experience and neceflity cut
fhort their pride; and compelled them to
liberal dealings with their diftant brethren,
on pain of lofing them as they had loft
the Netherlands. No good politician will
. fuppofe merit lefs deferving of reward,
merely becaufe the poffeffor of it was born
at the diftance of 5000 miles from Ma-
drid ; or that royal favours belong folely
to the nobility, who fhine more from
their anceftors virtues than from their own.
~ Spain took the hint in time, and f{hared
Bb 3 ‘ royal
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royal honours amongft her younger bre.
thren, which produced a conciliation be-
tween her dominions in the two worlds,
that age or defpair can never deftroy.—
Spain tranfported to her colonies her own
conftitution in church and ftate — re-
warded merit in whatever part of her ter-
ritories it appeared — fent bithops to
govern and ordain in every church in
South America, and they, together with
the native noblefle, promote barmony,
the offspring of juftice and policy ; while
North America abounds with difcord,
hatred, and rebellion, entirely from the
want of policy and juftice in their party-
coloured charters, ard of the honours and
privileges of natural-born fubje&s of Great
Britain,

It appears to ‘me, that the Britith go-
vernment, inthe laft century, did not ex-
pe@ New-England to remain under their
authority; nor did the New-Englanders
confider them{elves as fubjects, but allies,

of
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of Great-Britain, It feems that England’s
intent was to afford an afylum to the re-
publicans who had been a fcourge to the
Britith conftitution ; and fo, to encourage
that reftlefs party to emigrate, republican
charters were granted, and privileges and
promifes given them far bcyorid what an
Englithman in England is entitled to, The
emigrants were empowered to make laws,
in church and ftate, agreeable to their °
own will and pleafure, without the King’s
approbation—they were excufed from all
quit-rents, all government - taxes, and
promifed prote@tion without paying
homage to the Britith King, and their
children entitled to the fame rights and
privileges as if horn in England. How-
ever hard this bargain was on the fide of
England, (he has performed her part,
‘except in this laft refpe@---indeed the
moft material in policy and in the minds
of the principal gentlemen of New-Eng-
land. The honour of nobility has not been

Bb 4 conferred:
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conferred on any of them; and therefore
they have never enjoyed the full pri-
vileges and liberties of Britons; but in
a degree have ever been held in bondage
under their chartered republican fyftems,
wherein gentlemen of learning and pro- -
- perty attain not to equal power with the
peafants. The people of New-England are
rightly ftiled republicans ; but a diftin&ion
fhould be made between the learned and
wunlearned, the rich and poor. The lat-
ter form a great majority ; the minority,
therefore, are obliged to wear the livery
of the majority, in order to fecure their
eleCion into office. Thofe very republi-
can gentlemen are ambitious, fond of the
power of governing, and grudge no money
nor piins to obtain an annual office.
What would they not give for a dignity
depending not on the fickle will of a mul-
titude, but on the fteady reafon and ge-
nerofity of a King? The merchants,
lawyers, and clergy, to appearance are

- republicans;
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republicans ; but I will venture to affert,
that not one in a hundred of them is
really fo, The truth is, they found ne-
ceffity on one hand, and ‘Britith negle&
on the other, to be fo intolerable, that
they rather chofe to rifque their lives and
fortunes to bring about a revolution, than
continue in the fituation they were. As
to the multitude, they had no caufe of
complaint : they were accufer, judge, king,
and fubjeéts only to themfelves.—The
rebellion {prings not from them, but the
merchants, lawyers, and clergy, who yet
are not inimical to the ariftocratic branch
~ of government, provided they are admitted
to thare in it according to their merit.
It is true, they, like Calvin, the author
of their religion, maintain, that no man
can merit any thing of the Great Eternal :
neverthelefs, they think they have merited
the ariftocratic honours which emanate
from ecarthly kings; while kings and
nobles of the earth imagine themfelves. to
have
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. have merited more than they yet enjoy,

even heaven itfelf, only becaufe they hap-
pen to be defcendants of heroic anceftors.
It is laid down as a maxim in Englith
politics, that the ariftocratic dignity is the
great barrier between regal and popular
power, Had Charles the Firft believed
and obferved this do&rine, he had faved
his own life and the liberties of his
people ; and had Kings fince his death
entertained the fame opinion of the No-
bility, they would have multiplied and
fpread them in every province as a royal
blefling due to their fubjects. Would
Britons confent tQ give up the Houfe of
Lords? If not, why fhould they with
to debar America from fuch a favour?
Shoyld the Englith nobility imagine their
own importance leflcned by the increafe
of Englith Lords, they will not be able to
prove that an American peerage would
not be as ufeful in'that country asan Eng-
Jith peerage is here. Policy and experience
thew
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thew that mankind are bound by their
interet and guided by their profpeds ;
yet how remifs has England been in
tempting her colonies with her own no-
ble and glorious conftitution I Is it at all
furprizing, that, after a long fufferance of
fuch negle&, and the evils I have pointed
out, the hidden fire of indignation thould
at length break forth in America, with a
blaze that fpreads ruin and death through-
out that land, and ftrikes terror into this !
England 70w condefcends to view the
Americans as fellow-fubjects, and even
treats with their generals, though taken
from jails and outlawed by herfelf : carly
juftice and indulgence would have re-
moved from the parent this humiliating
condu&, and united both worlds in one
- bond of love.—But the day is far [pent,
and will not wrath burn for ever 2
England has alfo been as careful to
keep to herfelf her religion and Bifthops
as her civil conftitution and baronies.

An
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An Indian chief once afked me, ¢ Whe-
‘¢ ther Bifhops were too good or too bad
¢¢ for America ?"” He added, ¢ If they are
¢¢ good in England, why not in Ame-
“rica? and if bad, why preferved in
¢« England ?” A million of churchmen in
America have been confidered not worthy
of one bithop, while eight millions in
~ South Britain, are fcarcely honoured
enough with twenty-fix: an infult on
common juftice, which would have extin-
guifhed every fpark of affetion in Ame-
rica for the Englith church, and created
an everlafting fchifm like that between
Conftantinople and Rome, had not the
majority of the American epifcopal clergy
been poflefled of lefs ambition than love
and zeal. They have fuffered on both
fides the Atlantic in. zame * and property,

for

* William Smith, in his Hiftory of New-York,
p. 56, liké his brother Douglas, afferts, that the
miflionaries and epifcopal ‘clergy have been guilty

of
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for their endeavours to keep up a union
between the mother and her children;
but

of writing home to the Society for the Propagation
of the Gofpel ¢ amazing falthoods and mifrepre-
fentations ;”” and he adds, ¢ that it would be an

agreeable office to him to diftinguifh the innocent

from the guilty.”” Then why not fo prove his
charge? Becaufe, fays he, in p. 242, ¢ the pru-
¢¢ dent hiftorian of his own times will always be a

¢ coward, and never give fire, till death protetts
¢¢ him from the malice and ftroke of his enemy :”

a fentiment borrowed from the old adage, Mortui
non mordent, and truly worthy. of the writer.

But what have been Mr. Smith’s charatter and
prudence fince the commencement of the prefent
rebellion? Did he not, in 1774, out of his great
veneration for chriftianity, liberty, and his king,
excite and encourage the mobs of New-York in
their oppofition to the church, laws, and GeorgeI11?
~1In 1775, did not he and his affociates, finding

themfelves infufficient to effe&t their glorious pur-
pofes,/ requeft ‘the afliftance of their chriftian
brethren of Conneicut againft the mighty ene-
mies of the American Vine, who accordingly re-
paired thither under the conduct of Waterbury and
“Woofter, two villains that were conceived in fin
and

”
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but all their arguments and perfuafions
were infufficient to convince their bre-
thren that England would in future be

and from the womb went [peaking lies ? Did pot they
foon become matfters of the city, and intolerable
tyrants over loyal fubjects?«=ln 1776, did not
Mr. Smith’s mob plunder the city of New-York,
not excepting the churches and college ; then fet
it on fire, and fly by the blaze into the howling
wildernefs, with the heroes mentioned in his Hif«
tory, viz. Livingfton, Schuyler, Morris, and other
traitors? From whence, in 1777, did not Mr.
Smith return to New-York, by the advice of -
_his comrades, to manifeft his loyalty and love of
the proteftant religion, to ferve the Congrefs and
his King, and to fave harmlefs the rebels above-
mentioned, and their copartners in murder, plun-
der, and treafon? Are thefe the virtues, William
Smith ! that, in 1980, were fo confpicuous, asto
procure thy being appointed Chief Juftice of a
facked and ruined people ?—The imprudent hifls-
rian of his own times is no coward, nor does he fear
thy malice, which, above all things, except thy
hypocrify and treachery, paffes all human unders
Slanding.—<« Quelques uns dirent, c’eft par Beelze-
¢¢ bul qu’il chafle les démons.” Les autres dirent,
que fa mere tenoit de I'air de Marie Magdelaine,
apres que la fage-femme eut chaflée trois démons.

more
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more generous towards her colonies—One
of the firft fruits of the grand continental
meeting of diffenting divines at Newhaven
was a coalition between the republican
and the minor part of the epifcopal clergy,
who were foon joined by the merchants,
lawyers, “and planters, with a view of
procuring titles, ordination, and govern~
- ment, independent of Great Britain, who
had too long played with divide & impera.
Of fuch fort, I am bold to pronounce
to the world, were the REAL fources of
the prefent rebellion in America. The
invafion of this or that colonial right, the
oppreflion of this or that a of parlia-
ment, were merely the pretended caufes of
it, which the ill-humour of a mifgoverned
people prompted them eagerly to hold up;
caufes, which would never have found
exiftence, whofe exiftence had never
been neceffary, if a better {yftem of Ame-
- rican policy had been adopted, but being
produced, the thadow of complaint was
exhibited
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exhibited inftead of the fubftance—pre-
tence, inftead of reality—every republican
pulpit refounded with inve@ives againft the
King, Lords, and Commons, who claimed
a power to tax and govern the people of
America; a power which their charters
and anceftors knew nothing of. ¢ Bri-
¢ tons,” faid they, ¢ call our property
¢ theirs; they confider us as flaves, as
«¢ bewers of wood, and drawers of water,
« to the defcendants of thofe tyrants in
¢¢ church and ftate, who in the laft cen-
« tury expelled and perfecuted our fathers
¢ into the wilds of America. We have
¢¢ charters facred as Magna Charta and
¢t the Bill of Rights.” They declared
that the liberties of America ought to be
defended with the blood of millions ; that
the Attorney General ought to impeach
the Parliament of Great-Britain, and
all- its abettors, of high-treafon, for dar-
ing to tax the freemen of America; that
each colony was a palatinate,. and the

~ people
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people the palatine; that the people of
Connecticut had as much authority to -
iffue a writ of Quo Warranto againtk
Magna Charta, as the King had to order
fuch a writ againft the charter of Cone
necticut, ’ _

By ravings of this kind did the. Sober
Diffenters mtanifeft their difcontents, when
the various meafures for raifing a revenue
in America were adopted by the Britith
miniftry. That of fending tea to Ame-
rica in 1773, {ubjed to a duty of 3. in.
the pound, payable there, particularly
excited their clamour, as defigned, they
faid, to eftablith a precedent of Britith
taxation in. that country ; and, notwith-
ftanding all the remonftrances of the
loyalifts, who ftrenuoufly exerted them-
felves in removing vulgar prejudices, and
procuring a reconciliation with circum-
ftances rendered unavoidable by the necef«
“fity of the times, they effeCtually inflamed
the minds of the populace, by reading, in

Cec the
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the meetings on Sundays, letters faid to
have been fent by Dr. Franklin, J. Tem-
ple, and a certain ferale writer in Eng-
Yand, reprefenting the danger of paying
any tax impofed by Parliament, and the
evils proteftantiim was threatened with
by a Roman Catholic King, by jacobites,
tories, and the epifcopal clergy in both
countrics, all enemies to liberty and the
American vine; and adding, that, if the
-Americans paid the tax on tea, there were
300 other taxes ready to be impefed upon
them, one of which was ¢ 5o/. for every
fon born in wedlock, to maintain the na-
tural children of the Lords and Bifhops in
England.”

The moderate counfcl of the loyalifts
‘had formerly been attended with fome
effe@; but it was forced to give place to
- the ribaldry juft mentioned ; and an aop-
‘pofition much more refolute was deter-
mined upon againft the tea-a¢t than had
been made to the ftamp-a&t. A provin-

cial
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cial congrefs, committees of correfpon
dence, committees of fafety in every town,
&ec. &c. now ftarted up, for the purpofe
of fetting the colony in an uproar againft

the parliament of Great-Britain, To this.

end contributed nota little the falthoods and

artifices of Mr. Hancock and other Bof-

tonian merchants, who had in their ftore-

“houfes near 40,000 half-boxes of teas
fmuggled from the Datch, which would

never have been fold, had the Company’s

teas been once admitted into America, as

the latter were not only the better in qua-

lity, but, the duty being reduced from 1s

to 34. would be alfo the much cheaper

commodity. Mr. Hancock and his com-

' patriots, therefore, were by no means
wanting in endeavours to procure the firft
teas which arrived in New-England the
reception they met with in the barbour of
Bofton. That famous exploit afforded
them an opportunity of clearing their
warehoufes, which they prudently refolv-
Cc2 ' ed
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ed to do as foon as poffible, left the re-
ception of the Company’s tea in other
provinces, or other poffible circumftances,
fhould afterwards put it out of their power.
An idea began to prevail, that a non-im-
portation of tea was an advifeable meafure
upon the prefent occalion; accordingly,
they advertifed, that, after difpofing of their
prefent flock, they would not import, or
have any further dealings in tea, for two
years.” This at once tended to fill their
pockets and exalt their charaGers as pa-
triots. 'The people, ignorant of the large-
nefs of fuch ftock, and apprehenfive of
being deprived of an article they were
paflionately fond of, eagerly furnifhed
themfelves with quantities fufficient for
- that time, méﬁly of {about 30, 40, or go
- pounds, notwithftanding the price was
advanced 1s. per pound, upon the pre-
tence of raifing money to pay for the tea
deftroyed in order to fecure the religion
and liberty of America, which, under that

idea,
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idea, it was generally acknowledged ought
to be done.  When the tea was moftly
difpofed of, the people found that the extra
price they had given for it was de-
figned for the venders, inftead of the Eaft-
India Conrpany, whofe tea at the bottom
of the harbour was not to be paid for,
They murmured; whereupon the fmug-
glers voted, that they would not drink
apy -more_tea, but burn on the common
what they had left. Some tea was fo
difpofed of, and the public-fpirited tranf-
altion blazoned in the newfpapers. But
this was not all : the fmugglers fent let~
ters to the leaders of mobs in the country,
enjoining them to wait upon the purchafers
of their tea, and compel them to burn it
as a proof of their patriotifm. Thofe ho-
nourable inftru@ions were obeyed, to the
real grievance of the holders of the tea.
¢« Let Mr. Hancock,” faid they, ¢ and
» ¢¢ the other merchant fmugglers, return
“ us our money, and then you fhall be

Cc 3 welcome
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“¢ welcome to burn the tea, according to
¢ their orders.” But it fignified nothing to
difpute the equity of the requifition : the
cry was ¢ Join or die!” nor would the
fons of liberty be fatisfied ‘'with any-thing
lefs, than that each owner of tea fhould
with his own hands bring forth the fame,
and burn it; and then fign a declaration,
- that he had a&ed in this affair voluntarily,
and without any compulfion whatever;
and, moreover, pay the printer for in-
ferting it in the newf{paper.

An a& of parliament for fhutting up
the port of Bofton was the immediate
confequence of the deftruction of the
Eaft-India Company’s tea. . It took place
in June, 1774 ; and was confidered by
the Americans as defigned to reduce the
Boftonians ‘¢ to the moft fervile and mean
* compliance ever attempted to be im-
¢¢ pofed on a free people ; and allowed to
¢ be infinitely more alarming and dange-
£ rous to their common liberties,than even

¢ that
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¢ that hydra the ftamp-a&.” Due care
had been taken to enfure its inforcement,
by fending General Gage as Governor to
Befton, where he arrived the preceding
month, with a number of troops. De-
termined, however, as the Parliament
feemed on compulfion, the colonifts were
equally bent on refiftance, and refolved'
upon a continental congrefs to dire&t their
operations. In the mean time, contri-
butions for relieving the diftrefled people
in Bofton were voted by the colonies;
and Conneicut, through the officiouf-
nefs of its Governor, had the honour of
fetting an example by raifing the firft,
Every town which did not fubfcribe to
the fupport of the Boftonians was ftigma-
tized as a tory town, The firft that re-
fufed was loyal Hebron. There it was
voted, ¢ That, when the people of Bof-
ton fhould have paid for the teas that
. were deftroyed, and behave like honeft
men, the town would give them fupport,

Cc g4 if
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“if their port was not opened by the King;”
~—a vote, which, for a time, put a fiop
to further colletions in the province.
The patriots imputed .it to the influence
of the Rev, Mr, Peters (of whom I have
already fpoken) and his family. Many
were the attempts tried to ruin his cha-
ralter, but unfuccefsfully :——he was too
well beloved and befriended in the town.

Falthood and fedition had now for
fome. time been every day increafing in
the province; and men, who were fecret
propagators of traitorous opinions, pre-
tended in public to look up to the Confo-
ciation, the great focus of -divine illumi-
nation, for direGion. After much faft-
ing and praying, that holy leaven difco-
vered an admirable method of advancing
the blefled work of proteftant liberty.

The doors of prifons were opened, and
prifoners became leaders of mobs com-
pofed of negroes, vagabonds, and thieves,
who had much to gain and nothipg to

lofe,
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lofe. 'The befom of deftruction firft
cleared away the creditors of the rene-
gadoes ; and then the Sandemanians, pref-
byterians, and epifcopalians. The un-
fortunate complained to the governor and
magiftrates of the outrages of thofe ban-
ditti, begging the protection of the laws.
The following was the beft anfwer re-
turned by the magiftrates : « The prb-
“ ceedings of which you complain, are
¢¢ like the acts of parliament : but be this
¢ as it may, we are only fervants of the
" ¢ people, in whom all power centers,
““ and who have aflumed their natural
“ right to judge and a& for themfelves,”
The loyalifts armed to defend their pro-
perty againt thofe public thieves, but the
liberty boys were inftantly honoured with
the prefence of minifters, deacons, and
juftices, who caufed the grand jury to
indi¢t, as tories and rioters, thofe who pre-
fumed to defend their houfes, and the
couits fined and imprifoned them,

+ Thus
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Thus horridly, by night -and day,
were the mobs driven on by the hopes of
plunder, and the pleafures of domineering
over their fuperiors.—Having f{ent terror
and lamentation threugh their own colony, -
the incarnate fiends paid a vifit to the
epifcopalians of Great B'arrington,' in the
weflern confines of Maflachufzts- Bay,
whofe numbers exceeded that of the Sober
Diffenters. Their wrath chiefly fell upon
the Rev. Mr. Boftwick and David Inger-
fol, Efq. The former was lathed with his
back to a tree, and almoft killed ; but,
on account of the fits of his wife and mo-
ther, and the fcreamings of the women
* and children, the mob releafed him upon
his figning their league and covenant.
As to Mr. Ingerfol, after demolithing his
. houfe and ftealing his goods, they brought
him almoft naked into Connecticut,upon
a horfe’s bare-ridge, in fpite of - the dif«
trefles of his mother and fifter, which

were enough to melt the hearf of a favage,
though
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though f:»roducing in the Sober Diffenters

nothing but peals of laughter that rent the

fkies. Treatment {o extremely barbarous

did Mr. Ingerfol receive at their hands,

that the Sheriff of Litchfield county could

not withhold his interpofition, by which

means he was fet at liberty after fign-

ing the league and covenant. The grand

jury indicted fome of the leaders in this
riot ; but the court difmiffed them, upon

receiving information from Bofton, that

Ingerfol had feceded from the houfe cf

reprefentatives, and declared for the King
of England.—What caufed this irruption

of the mob into great Great Barrington

follows :—The laws of Maffachufets-bay
give each town a power to vote a tax for

the fupport of the miniftry, fchools, poor,

&c. The money, when colleéted, is de-
pofited with the town-treafurer, who is

“obliged to pay it according to the deter-
mination of the majority of voters. The
Bober Diffenters, for many years, had

been
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been the majority in Barrington, and had
annually voted about 200/, fterling for the
miniftry, above half of which was taken
from churchmen and the Lutherans,
whofe minifters could have no part of it,
becaufe, feparately, the greateft number
of voters were Sober Diffenters, who gave
the whole to their minifter, This was
deemed liberty and gofpel in New-Eng-
land ; but mark the fequel. The Lu-
therans, and fome other fefts, having
joincd the church party, the church
gained . the majority. Next year, the
town voted the money as ufual for the
miniftry, &c. but the majority voted that
the treafurer thould pay the fhare appoint-
ed for the miniftry to the church clergy-
man, which was accordingly done:

whereupon the Sober Diffenters cried out,

Tyranny and perfecution ! and applied to

. Governor Hutchinfon, then the idol and
protector of the independents, “for relief.
His Excellency, ever willing to leave,
“ Paul
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« Paul bound,” found a method of re-
verfing the 'vote of the majority of the
freemen of Barrington in favour of the
" churchmen, calling it “a vote obtained
by wrong and fraud.” The Governor,
by law or without law, appointed Major
Hawley, of Northampton, to be the mo-
derator of the town-meeting in Barring-
on. . The Major accordingly attended ;
but, after exerting himfelf th.ee days in be-
half of his opprefled brethren, was obliged
to declare that the epifcopalians had a
great majority of legal voters: he then
went home, leaving matters as he found
them. The Sober Diffenters were always
fo poor in Barrington, that they could not
have fupported their minfter without tax-
ing their neighbours; and when they loft
that power, their minifter departed from
them, ¢ becaufe,” as he faid, * the Lord
¢ had called him to Rhode-Ifland.” To

" overthrow the majority of the church, -
and to eftablith the American Vine upon
o \ its
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its old foundation, was the main inten-
tion of the Sober Diffenters of Connei- -
cut in vifiting Great Barrington at this
time. .

The warlike preparations throughout
the colonies, and the intelligence obtained
from certain credible refugees of a fecret
defign formed in Conne@icut and Maffa-

chufets-bay to -attack the royal army, in-
~.duced General Gage to make fome forti-
fications upon Bofton-Neck, for their fe-
curity. Thefe of coutfe gave offencej
but much more the excurfion of a body
- of the troops on the 1gth of April, 1773,
to deftroy a magazine of ftores at Con-
cord, and the fkirmithes which enfued,
In a letter of the 28th of April, from Mr
Trumbull, the Governor of Conne&icut,
to General Gage, after f{peaking of the
¢ very jufl and general alarm” given the
“ good people” of that province by his
arrival at Bofton with troops, and fubfe.
quent fortifications, he tells the General,
' | shat
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that < the late hoftile and fecret inroads
¢ of fome of the troops under his com-
“ mand into the heart of the country,
¢ and the violences they had committed,
¢¢ had driven them almoft into a ftate of
‘¢ defperation.” Certain it is, that the
populace were then fo maddened, by falfe
reprefentations and aggravations of events
unfortunate and lamentable encugh in
themfelves, as to be quite ripe for the
open rebellion the Governor and Affembly
were on the point of commencing, though
they had the effrontery to remonftrate
againft the defenfive proceedings of the
General, in order to conceal their treach-
ery. Further on, in the {ame letter, Mr,
Trumbull writes thus: ¢ The people of
““ this colony, you may rely upon it, ab-
¢« hor the idea of taking arms againft the
«¢ troops of their fovereign, and dread no-
 thing fo much as the horrors of civil
“ war; but, at the fame time, we beg
«¢ leave to affure’ your Excellency, that,
{4 as
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¢ as they apprehend themfelves juttified by
¢ the principle of felf-defence, fo they
¢ are moft firmly refolved to defend their
¢ rights and privileges to the laft ex-
¢ tremity ;> nor will they be reftrained
4 from giving aid to their brethren, if any
« unjuftifiable attack is made upon them,
. Is there no way to prevent this
¢ unhappy difpute from coming to ex-
“ tremities? Is there no alternative
** but abfolute fubmiffion, or the defola-
‘¢ tions of war ? By that humanity which
“¢ conftitutes fo amiable ‘a part of your
¢ charater ; for the honour of our fo-
“ vereign, and by the glory of the Bri-
“ tith empire, we intreat you to prevent
¢ it, if it be poffible. Surely, it is to be
* hoped, that the temperate wifdom of
¢ the empire might, even yet, find. ex-
. % pedients to reftore peace, that fo all
‘¢ parts of the empire may enjoy their par-
‘¢ ticular rights, honours, and immunities.
4 Certainly, this is an event moft devout-

“ly
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¢ ly to be withed for; and will it not be
“.confiftent with your duty to fufpend
*¢ the operations of war on your part, and
s¢ enabl¢ us on ours to quiet the minds of
‘¢ the people; at leaft, till the refult of
“ fome further deliberations may be
¢ known "’ &ec. &c. '
From this letter, written as it was by
the Governor of a provinice, at the defire
of its General Affembly, the people of
England may learn to think of American
as they do of French fincerity, It is al-
moft paft credit, that, amidft the earneft
proteftations it contains of a peaceable |
difpofition in Mr, Trumbull and the reft
of his coadjutors in the government of
Conne&icut, they were meditating, and
acually taking meafures for the capture
" of certain of the King’s forts, and the de<
ftruétion of General Gage and his whole
army, inftead of quieting the minds of the
people ]  Yet fuch was the fa. They
had commiflioned Motte and Phelps to
Dd draught
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draught men from the militia, if volun-
teers thould not readily appear, for a fe-
cret expedition, which proved to be againft
Ticonderago and Crown-Point; and the
treafurer of the colony, by order of the
Governor and Council, had paid 1500/, to
bear their expences. Nay, even before
the date of the above amicable epittle,
Motte and Phelps had left Hertford on
that treafonable undertaking, in which
they were joined on the way by Colonels
Allen and Eafton. Nor was this the only
infidious enterprize they had to “cover.
The “ good people” throughout the pro-
vince, to the number of near 20,000,
‘were fecretly arming themfelves, and
filing off, to avoid fufpicion, in fmall
parties of ten or a dozen, to meet ¢ their
brethren,” the Maflachufets ; not, how-
ever, with the view of ¢ giving aid,”
*¢ {hould any unjuftifiable attack be made
- ¢ upon them,” but to surRPRIZE Bofton
by ftorm. In addition to the Go-

vernor’s
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vernor’s letter, the mock-peace-makers
the General Aflembly had deputed Dr.
Samuel Johnfon, fon of the Rev. Dr.
Johnfon, fpoken of in this work, and
Oliver Wolcot, Efq. both of the Council,
which had ordered the 1500/, for the ad-
venturers to Ticonderago, to wait upon
General Gage, the more effeCtually to
amufe and deceive him into confidence and
inaction.  But happily, at a critical time,
juft before the intended ftorm and flaugh-
ter at Bofton, the news of the fuccefs of
the fecret expedition reached that town,
which fully difcovered the true chara&ter
and bufinefs of the two ‘Connetticut am-
baffadors, and rendered it neceflary for
them, fans ceremonie, to retire from Bof-
ton, and for General Gage, immediately,
to render the fortifications at the Neck
impregnable.

Thus did Conneé’txcut from its hot-
bed of fanaticifm and “fedition, produce
the firft indubitable overt-a& of high-trea.

Dd 2 fon



404 APPENDIX

fon in the prefent rebellion, by actually
levying war, and taking, vi ef armis, the
King’s forts and ftores; and, moft pro-
bably, its obftinacy will render this the
lat of all the revolted ftates to acknow-
ledge the fupremacy of Parliament.

The Sober Diffenters, chagrined at be-
ing difappointed in their hoftile project
againft Bofton, readily embraced the
opportunities which offered of wreaking
their vengeance upon New-York. At the
inftance of the rebel party there,who found
themfelves too weak to effect their pur-
pofe of fubverting the conftitution of the
province, a large body immediately pofted
to their affiftance, delivered ¢ their bre-
thren” from the flavery of regal govern-
ment, and invefted them with the liberty
of doing that which was fit in their own
eyes, under the democratic adminiftration
of the immaculate Livingfton’s, Morris,
Schyler, &c. &c. Asfeemed neceflary to
the furtherance of their pacific views,
| ‘ frequent
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frequent irruptions were made afterwards,
in which many loyalifts were difarmed
and plundered, and fome of them taken
prifoners. Among thefe laft were. the
Rev. Dr. Seabury and the Mayor of New-
. York. Governor Tryon happily efcaped
their fury; as alfo did, very narrowly,
the Rev. Miles Cooper, LL. D. who was
leaving his houfe through a back window,
when a party of ruffians burft into his
chamber, ‘and thruft their bayonets into
the bed he had juft quitted. Mr. Riving-
ton, whofe cafe has been publithed, was
one of the fufferers by lofs of property.
Thofe ¢ good people,” who ¢ dreaded no-
thing fo much as the horrors of civil war,”
with the reverfe of reluGance plundered
his houfe of all his printing materials and
furniture ; and, having fcrambled for the
latter, carried the types to Newhaven,
where they have fince been employed in
the fervice of Congrefs. The King’s
ftatue, however, maintained its ground
' -Dd 3 till
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till after Mr. Wathington with the con-
tinental army had taken poflfeflion of the
city ; when it was indicted of high treafon
againft the dominions of America, found
guilty, and received a quaint fentence of
this kind, viz. That it thould undergo the
a& of decollation ; and, inafmuch as it
had no bowels, its legs fhould be broken;
that the lead of it thould be run into bul-
lets, for the deftru@ion of the Englith
bloody-backs, and the refufe be caft in-
to the fea. The fentence was immedi-
ately carried into execution, amidft fuch
huzza’s and vociferations of Praife ye the
Lord ! that it brought to mind the fongs
at the annual feaft of the calves-head club
on the 3oth of January, in derifion of the
royal martyr. This infult upon Majefty
Mr. Wathington thought proper thus to
notice in his general orders of “the next
day. He was forry, he faid, that his
foldiers thould in a riotous manner pull
down the ftatue of the King of Great-

Britain ;
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Britain; yet he could not but commend
their zeal for defacing every monument
of Britith tyranny. o
It has been a matter of furprize to fome
politicians, that the people of Conneti-
cut, who had no real grievance to com-
plain of, fhould take fo early and decided
a part againft the fovereignty of Britain,
“and exert themfelves fo exemplary in fa-
vour of the Boftonian tea-merchants, efpe-
cially when, if the Eaft-India Company
had been permitted to impot:t that com-
modity, they would have been fupplied
with it at half the price it ufually coft
them : but the wonder will inftantly va-
~nifh, if it be confidered, that this pro-
vince was the feat of the annual conven- _
- tion of delegates from all the aflociations
of proteftant diffenters throughout Ame-
rica, which was firft holden in 1764, as I
have related. Here, their meetings were
continued, year after year, without the
leaft apprehenfion of difturbance from a
Dd 4 King’s
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King’s Governor ; ‘and here .the arcana
of the American vine, together with the
folemn league and covenant, were depo-~
fited. It is not to be fuppofed but that
the political principles of this fynod would
gradually become the principles of the
Sober Diffenters in general ; and the pro-
ceedings of the latter, when action was re-
quired, afford a clear proof both of the na-
ture of thofe principles, and the enthufiafm
with which they had been adopted.
—Perhaps, no people in the world have
been fo much deceived as the commonalty
of the Englifh colonies in America. They
were confcious of their happinefs under
the protection of Great- Britain, and withed
for no change in government. Ten years
ago the great majority would fooner have
run their heads againft the burning moun-
tains, than have lifted up a finger with
a view to a political feparation from
Great-Britain; and yet they have been
prevailed upon, by the inflammatory ef-

fufions
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fufions of the clergy, merchants, and
lawyers, to commit a thoufand mad ex-
cefles, run into open rebellion, and im-
brue their hands in civil blood, under
the idea of oppofing injury, oppreflion,
and flavery, though in reality to pro-
mote what has long been the grand aim

of their inftigators—INDEPENDENCE.
Having been a witnefs of the effe@s of
the conventions of Diffenters in New-
England, particularly that I have juft
been fpeaking of as taking place at New-
haven in 1764, which was annually conti-
nued, without the leaft animadverfion from
any perfon in authority in Great-Britain,
notwithftanding the intent of it was wholly
prejudicial to her interefts; I was the
more mortified with the implied cenfure
of a great man in very high office upon a
meeting of the epifcopal clergy, in his
anfwer to an addrefs they took the liberty
to prefent to him, in the vain hope of its
being productive of fome benefit to the
church
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church in America, but, alas! whofe
only fruit was a laconic letter to the fol-
lowing purport :—— I have been ho-
noured with your addrefs, and thank you
for it; but am not acquainted by what
authority you hold your convention,”——
The hauteur in this an{fwsr to fuch an af-
fembly on fuch an occafion, however con«
gruous with the pride and formality of of-
fice, was utterly repugnant to the ditates
of policy. Britain loft by it half her friends
in New-England ; and I will prefume to
fay, that Britain will lofe all her friends in
~ that country, whenever it fhall be difco-
vered that the fentiments of the Englith
Parliament coincide, in that refpect, with

the fentiments of the writer.
Whilft Mr. Wathington remained in

- poﬁ'eﬁion of New - York, Conne&icut

~ ferved as a prifon for thofe perfons who
" had the misfortune to fall under his fufpi-

" . cion as difaffected to the caufe of freedom.

" He was himfelf, however, at length
' obliged
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obliged to evacuate it, by General How,
to the great relief of fuch loyalifts as re-
mained.

In April 1777, fome magazines having
been formed by the Americans at Dan-
bury and Ridgefield, Major-General Tryon
was fent with 1800 men to carry off or
deftroy them. They reached the places
of their deftination with little oppofition ;
but the whole force of the country being
colle@ed to obftru& his return, the Gene=
- ral was obliged to fet the ftores on fire, by
which means thofe towns were unavoid-
ably burnt, David Woofter, the rebel
General, Benedi® Arnold’s old acquain-
tance and mobbing confederate, received
a fatal ball through his bladder, as he was
harraffing the rear of the royal troops; of
which, after being carried 40 miles to
Newhaven, he died, and was there bu-
ried by the fide of the grave of David
Dixwell, one of 'the Judges of Charles
the Martyr.

In
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In the fummer of 1779, the fufferings
of the loyalifts in Conneicut becoming
too intolerable for longer endurance, Ge-
neral Sir Henry Clinton determined to
attempt their relief.  Accordingly, he de-
tached a large party, under the command
of General Tryon, which landed at New-
haven, after being oppofed by a number
of rebels under the command of the Rev..
Naphthali Dagget, the prefident of Yale
College, who, notwithftanding the mo-
~ deration which I bave faid marked his ge-
neral charaller, was enthufiaftic enough
to hazard his life on this occafion. He
loft it, and had the honour of being bu-
ried on Sodom Hill, near the grave of
Deacon Potter, without a coffin. Having
accomplithed their purpofe here, the
troops failed to Fairfield, which town
they were neceffitated, by the oppofition of
the rebels, to fet fire to, before the loyalifts
could be releafed from prifon. General
Tryon then repaired to Norwalk, where

' having
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having by proclamation enjoined the in-
habitants to keep within their houfes, he
ordered centinels to be ftationed at every
door, to prevent diforders ; a tendernefs,
however, they infulted, by firing upon
the very men who were thus appointed
to guard them, The confequence was,
deftru@ion to themfelves and the whole
- town, which was laid in athes.

I have now mentioned the principal
proceedings by which the people of Con-
necticat have diftinguithed themfelves in
bringing on and fupporting the rebellion
of America; and that, I apprehend, in a
manner fufficiently particular to fhew
their violence, and to anfwer my purpofe
of giving the reader an idea of the prefent
diftracted, maimed ftate of the province,
which many moft refpe@able charac-
ters have been obliged to abandon, at
the total lofs of their. property, to fave
their lives, It is very obfervable, that
a peculiar, charaleriftic refolution ap-

pears
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pears to poflefs the people of Conne&i-
cut. As, on one hand, rebellion has ere@ed
her creft in that. province with more
infolence and vigour than in the reft;
fo, on the other, loyalty has there exhis
bited proofs of zeal, attachment, perfe~
verance and fortitude, far beyond exam-
ple elfewhere to be found in America.
In particular, the epifcopal clergy have
acquired immortal honour by their fteady
adherence to their oaths, and firmnefs
under the ¢ affaults of their enemies;’’
- not a man amongft them all, in this fiery
trial, having dithonoured either the King
or church of England by apoftacy. The
fufferings of fome of them I cannot wholly
pafs over in filence.

" Among the greateft enemies to the caufe
of the Sober Djffenters, and among the
greateft friends to that of the church of
England, the Rev. Mr. Peters ftood con-
fpicuous. Ihave already reprefented him
~as fo well fhielded by the friendthip and
efteem
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efteem of the inhabitants of Hebron, where
he refided, as to be proof againft the
common weapons of fanaticiim and ma-
lice. The Governor and Council, there-
fore,,entered the lifts, and, anxious at all
~ events to get rid of fo formidable a foe, ac-
cufed him of being a {py of Lord North’s
and the Bithops. This allegation was
publithed by the Governor’s order, in
every republican pulpit in the colony, on
Sunday Auguft 14, 1774, which induced
a mob of Patriots from Windham county
to arm-and furround his houfe the fame
night, in the moft tumultuous manner or-
dering the gates and doors to be opened.
Mr. Peters, from his window, afked if
they had -a warrant from a magiftrate to
enter his houfe. They replied, « We
¢ have Joice’s warrant, which Charles
« the traitor {ubmitted to, and is fufficient
¢ for you.” Peters told them he had but
one life to lofe, and he would lofe it in
defence of his houfe and property. Fi-
nally,
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nally, after fome farther altercation, it
was agreed that 2 committee from the
mob fhould fearch the houfe, and read all
papers belonging to Mr. Peters. A come
mittee was accordingly nominated, who,
after infpe@ing his papers as miuch as
they pleafed, reported, ¢ that they were
fatisfied Mr. Peters was not guilty of any
crime laid to his charge.”
~ On Sunday the 4th of September, the
country was alarmed by a letter from
Colonel Putnam, declaring ¢ that Admiral
Graves had Burnt Bofton, and that Ge-
néral Gage was murdering old and young.”
The Governor of Conneicut took the
liberty to add to Mr. Putnam’s letter,
“'except churchmen and the addreflers of
Governor Hutchinfon.” The fame day
40,000 men began their march from Con-
_necicut to Boffon, and returned the next,
having heard that there was no truth in
Putnam’s reports. Dr. Bellanmty, thanked
God for this falfe alarm, as he had there-
: , by
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By.pointcd out ¢ the inhabitants of Meroz,
¢ who went not to the help of the Lord
‘¢ againft the mighty.” No churchmen,
prefbyterians, or Sandemanians, were a-
mong the 40,000 infurgents; and that was
judged to be fufficient prodf of their dif-
affection to the liberties of America. The
Governor feized this opportunity to fet

‘the mobs again, with redoubled fury,
upon the Rev. Mr. Peters, and the
loyalifts, whom they then called Peterites ;
and the intoxicated ruffians {pared neither
their houfes, goods, nor perfons. Some
had their bowels crouded out of their
bodies; others were covered with filth,
and marked with the fign of the crofs by
a mop filled with excrements, in token
of their loyalty to a king who defigned
to crucify all the good people of America.
Even women were hung by the heels,
tarred, and feathered. Mr. Peters, with
his gown and cloaths torn off, was treated
in the moft infulting manner : his mother,
‘ Ee daughter,
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daughter, two brothers, and fervants; were

wounded ; one of his brothers {o badly,
‘that he died foon after. Mr, Peters was
then obliged to abfcond and fly to the
royal army in Bofton, from whence he
'went to England, by which meansthe has
hitherto preferved his life, though net his
property, from the rapacious and bloody
hands of his countrymen.—The Rer.
Meflicurs Mansfield and Viets were caft
into jail, and afterwards tried for high
treafon againft America. Their real of-

fence was charitably giving vituals amd

blankets to loyalifts flying from the rage
of drunken mobs. They were not in<
deed convited in fo high a degree as'the

court intended ; but were fined and im- .

prifoned, to the ruin of themfelves and fe-
milies.—The Rev, Meflieurs Graves,
Scovil, Dibblee, Nichols, Leaming, Beach,
and divers othets, were cruelly dragged
through mire and dirt. In fhort, all the
clergy of the church were infamoutly

infulted,
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~ dnfalted, abufed, and obliged to feck re-
fuge in the mountains, till the popylar
phrenzy was fomewhat abated. =
In July, 1776, the congrefs having de-
clared the ipdependency of America, and
ordered.the commonwealth tobe prayed for
inftead of the King and royal family, all
the loyal epifcopal churches north of the
Delaware were fhut up, except thofe im-
mediately under the protection of the
Britilh army, and ape at Newtown,
in Conpecticut, of which laft the Rev.
Mr. Jobn Beach was the refor, whofe
grey hares, adorned with loyal and chri-
Aign virtues, overcame even the madnefs
of the Saber Diffnters. This faithfol
difciple difregarded the congreffional
-mandate, and praying for the King as
nfual, they pylled -him out of his detk,
put a rope apoyt. his neck, and drew hxm
.3crofs, Ofqotonoc river, at the tail of a
baat, 2o cool bis Ioyal zeal, as they called
i ; after whigh, the old Confe/for was per-
Ee2 - mitted
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‘mitted to depart,” though not without 4
prohibition to’ pray longer for the King,
But his loyal zeal was.infuperable. He
- -went to church, and prayed again for the -
King; upon which the Sober Diffenters
‘again feizéd him, and refolved upon cut-
‘ting out his tongue ; when the heroic ve-
‘teran 'faid, “ If ‘my blood muft be thed,
-¢¢ Jet it '‘not be done in the houfe of God.”
“The ‘pious mob’ then dragged him. out
‘of the church, laid his neck on a block,
and fivore 'théy'wéuld cut off his head;
'and mf'olently crying out, *Now, -you
e old ’Devxl I'-fay your laft -prayer,”. he
pra) ed’ thus “ God blefs King George, and
-« forgz*ve all bis -and my enemies I At this
unexpeéted’ and exalted difplay of chri-
 ‘ftian patlencc and- chanty, the mob fo far
relcnted as’ to difcharge and never moleft
him afterwards for adhéring to the liturgy
of the church of England and his- ordinz-
‘tion oath ; “but they relaxed not in their
fcveutlcs towards the other clergymen,
; becaufe,
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becaufe, ‘they faid, younger confciences
are more flexible, ;

. I cannot 'conclude; thjs. work thhout
rcmarkmg, what a contraft to the epifco-
pal clergy of Connecticut, and efpecially
to this illuftrious example of the venerable
. Beach, is afforded by too many of thofe in
the provinces fouth of Delaware. Here,
whilft they fuffered every thing but death
for tenacioufly adhering to their ordina~
tion oaths ; there, fome of them, of more
enlarged confciences, were not athamed
to commit perjury id prayer, and re=-
‘bellion in preaching,—though, be it re-
membered, their -expreflions were de-
_cent, when compared with thofe of the
fanatics in New-England. The follow-
ing prayer, ufed by them before Congrefs,
after the declaration of independence,
feems to me too likely to gratify the
curiofity of my readers to be omitted.
It brought the clergymen into difgrace
_merely by its moderation.

Ee 3 « 0 LORD,

-
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«¢ O LORD, oiir heavenly father, King -

- ¢ of Kings, and Lord of 1.ords, who dokt
« from thy throné beliold all the dweHers

«¢ Hipon €arth, ‘arid Rigreft, with power

* fuprerhe @nd uncontrouled, over ill

« kingdorns, empires, and governmetits ;

¢ Jook down in mercy, we befeech thee,
“upon théfe our Americin Rates, who

« have fled to thee jrom the red of the

s oppreffor, and thrown thémfelves upon
«¢ thy gracious protection, défiring bence-

«Forth to ‘be deperidént only upon  thee.

“To thee have théy appealed for #be

“righteoufnefs of their caufe; to thee do

« they riow look up for that countenande

““and fupport, which thoa alone ‘canft
s“give. Take ‘them, therefore,” Kcavenly
‘< Father, under thy nurturing ¢are; give
¢ them wifdom In council, valour in the

“'field, Défeat. the Halicious Pefigns of
“ qur 'cruel adverfaries ; cotivince “thém
@ of the unrighteoufntfs of theéir cdufe;
“and, if they’ ﬁdl perﬁﬂ: in ‘thelr fim-

§¢ guinary
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« guinary purpofes, O let the voice of thy
.« unerring juftice, founding in their hearts,
« conftrain them to drop the weapons of
« war from their enerved hands in the
“ day of battle, Be thou prefent, O
« God of wifdom, and dire& the coun-
. * cils of this bonourable affembly, Enable
‘¢ them to. fettle things upon the beft and
« fureft . foundation ; that the fcenes of
¢ blood may be fpeedily clofed ; that or-
¢ der, harmony, and peace, may effe¢t-
*¢ ually be reftored, and truth and juftice,
« religion and piety, prevail and flourith
 amongft by people. Preferve the health-
¢¢ of their bodies, and the vigour of their
‘“ minds ; thower down upon them, and
« the millions they reprefent, fuch tem-
¢ poral bleffings as thou feeft expedient
¢ for them in this world, and crown them
«« with everlafting glory in the world to
¢ come. All this we afk, in the name
« and through the merits of Jefus Chrift,
- ¢ thy Son, our Saviour. Amen.”

Ee 4  Iwil
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I will not deny that rebels are to be
found among the epifcopal clergy north
of the Delaware; but they amount to five
only, and not one of them belongs to the
colony of Conneicut.

P.S. The Rev. Mr. Nath?.nicl Hooker,

mentioned in p. 167, as refiding at,
Hertford, is now dead.
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248, - 241, 233, 383,

421.

Colchefter 172,

Colden,—, Lieutenant-Go-
vernor of New-York,
grants linds in Verd-
mont 108,

Cbldnefs of the winter in
Connefticutaccounted for

| 237, . .

Comic Liturgy, " fted in
ConneéQicut on occafion
of the tamp-a& 340.

Company for propagating
the Gofpelin New Eng-
Jand, charter obtained

- “for the, and abufe of it
53, 54, note,

corﬁmfrce of. Conne&icut
2%6.

Connefticote, his kingdom
163, his conduét towdrds
the fettlers 51, ‘his death

6. I
CoxwecricuT, its lati-
" tude and longitude 236.

whence named 2. three

parties of Englith adven.
turers arrive in 9. right
to the foil of, confidered

2131, civil ‘and reli-

gious eftablifhments and

roceedings of the firft
- ﬁgliﬂx"ﬁgttlen 3z,
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forms a confederacy with
New Plymeuth and Maf-
fachufers-Bay 72, obtains
a charter of incorpora-
tion 75, divided into
counties, townfHtips, &c.
79, 8o. fketch of s
religibus - political free
fyftem fince the charter
93—906. half the terri-
tory of, granted to the
Duke of York 77.°its
confequent lofs of terri-
* toty 78, 99, too. dimena
fions of, as at prefent:al-
- lowed, 124. defcription
of, at large, 125—335.
treatment Englifh travel-
lers meet with there from
-landlords 1z0. proceed-
ings of in regard to the
famp-a& 335—166; 1o
thetea-aét 385-—390; to
that for fhutting the port
of Boften 391, 392, &c.
comunits the firtt overt-
a& of high treafon 403.
abandoned by many of ita
mott refpe&able inhabi»
tants 413.

Connegticut river, defcrip-
tion of, 125. aftonithing
narrow in ir 128.

- Contingencies, extraordina-
ry allowance for 278 of
what fort {fome 317.

Conventioh, grand conti-
‘nental, of diffenting mi-

:mifters, at Newhaven,
notices
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. motices concermng 208,
- 336, 407, 409. . .

Cooper, the Rev, Miles,
"LL.D. narrowly efcapes

the fury of the mob at -

. New-York 405.

Cornwall 182z,

Cotton, the Rev, Mr. no-
tices relating to 49, note
168. . B4

Coventry 156,

Council of Plymouth, their
grant, 2, *1. -

Courts inftituted in Con-
necticut 80, 81. Cruelty
of the ecclefiaftical in

. New-England 148.

Cuba, defcription of, an
animal fo called, and ex-
_traordinary qualities of
male and female z5o.

Curfetre, Mrs.  {furpriz-
ing difcovery of her
will 194.

Cuftoms of the people 30z :
borrowed of the Indians

- 323, 324, 327. . :

Cutler, the Rev. Dr. de-
clares for .the church of
Eogland 2z0. -

.D. ..
Dagget, ‘the Rev. Mr.
Naphtbali, charaéter of

208; killed 412.
Danbury 222 ; burnt 411.
Darby 212, . : !
-Davenport, the Rev. John,
acrives at Newhaven 10,

.Fairfield 213, burnt 412.

I NDE.JX

» his church-fyften 4o,
Deéad, buriedpwith their
. feet to the wefl 140, -
Dibblee, the Rev, Mr,

cruelly treated 418,

Dixwell, buried at New-
haven 73 note.

Douglas, Dr. fome account
of 100.

Durham 212.

Dutch get footing on Ma.
nahattan ifland, but are
compelled to fubmit by
Argal 2, revolt 6.

Dyer, Mr. takes an aQive
part in, regard to -the

flamp - a& 347, 348,
350
E.
Eaft-Harden 169.

Eaft-Windfor, See Wind-
for. .

Eaton, Mr,  Theophilus,
arrives at Newhaven 10,

+ chofen governor 40. His
true: charalter pointed
out 189..

Ele&tion, management of,
in Connefticut 322.

‘Elliot, the Rev. Mr. fome

mention of, 150,

-Endfield 169.

Expenditure of Connellicut

i 274, 7 :
Exports of Connecticut 266,

Far.
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Farmington 17§,

Fenwick, George,. ch ﬁrﬁ
arrives at Sayhrook g..his
and affociates right to fet-
tlein Conneg&icut difcufl-
ed, and difproved 11—18,
difpofes of .his property
in. America, and returng
to England 46

Fitch, Governor, his con-
dut on .occafion of the

ﬁamp act 339, 3 48, 351,

JFih Z)f Conne&icut 262z.,
.Franklm, Dr. notices con-
cerning 338, 340, 386.
‘Frogs, an amazing multi-

tude, humorous ﬂoxy of

PIE

G.

Gage, General, arrives at
Bofton 391 ;fomﬁes Bof-
ton Neck 398, 403; in
imminent_danger of be-
ing furpnzed in Bofton

402.

Gates, @r Thomas, and
affociates, accountof their
patent 1

Gavelkind, cuftom of, pre-
vails in Conneicut 319,

General Aflembly, See Af-
fembly.

General Lift, account and

- fpecimen of 276

Gibbs, the Rev. Mr, in-
human treatmeat. of,

177

49

Glaftonbury 169.

Glover, Mr. his wickednefs
in concealing Mrs. Cur-
fette’s will 194.

Glow.bug, defcribed 259.

Gofhen 182.

.Government, fome account

-of 278, 282. the clergy,
. merchants, and lawyers, ’

.. the rhree grand parties in

the flate 283,
Governments, bad pohcy
of moft 366.

.Graves, the Rev, Mr, cruel

treatment of 418,

-Great Barrington, why ob-

noxjous to the mob 395.
Greenfmith,. Mrs. the firft

perfon executed as a

witch in America 164. -

Greenwich 213,

Grenville, Geerge, efq.
mobbed, hung, and burnt
in eﬂigy 344, 345, note.

Grigfon, Mr. very extra=
ordinary cencealment of
his will 189.

Groton 138.

Guildford defcribed zog.

H.

Haddam 169,

Hall, Colonel Street, cho-
fen commander of a mob
of revolters agaipft the
General Affembly, bis
condu&, and extraordi-
nary fpeech 357—~362.

Hamilton, Marquis of, bis

tide
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title to- a part of Con-
neéticut proved 14—18.

Hancock, Joho, efq. his

dithonourable condu in
- regard to Mrs. Curfette’s
will 194, 195.

-Hancockng?.s his oppofi-
tion to the tea-aét, and
artifice in difpefing of
his own ftock 387—390.

Hartland 183.

Harvey, Mr. Joel, receives
a premium from the So-
ciety of Arts in London
183.

Harri%on, Peter, Efq. his
fpirited and honourable
condu@ in difcovering
Mr. Grigfon’s will 191,

Harrifon, his ‘claim to land
in Conneicut z4.

, Major-Gen. The-
"mas, -hanged at Charing-
Crofs 172.

FHaynes, Mr. John, fettles
at Hertford g, voted go-
vernor 3§. . :

Hebron, defcription of 170,
sefufes to contribute to
the relief of the Bofto-
nians, on the thutting up
their port 391,

Herriagton 175.

Hertford, firft fetrlement
there by the Englith, ¢;
by what authority 21.
Defeription of 163, €Cu-
riafities in it 166,

Hooker, the Rev.- Thomas,
feles ac Hertford, 9.

E X,

His motive for quisting
Maflachufets - Bay  19.
church - fyftem 35. his
tomb reverenced 6%..
sy the Rev, Natha-
niel, mentioned 67, 424:
Howling Wildernefs, Con-
ne@icut improperly fo
called in 1636, t13.
Huet, the Rev. Mr, fome
mention of 170.
Humble-bee, defeription of
260. ,
Humility, a bird fo called,
defcribed 256. '

' I.

Imports 26%.

Independence, idea of,
ftrengthened by charter
84. {fymptoms of, mani-
fefted by the colonifts
335. not the wifh of the
common people 4¢8, put
of their inftigators, the
clergy, merchants, and
lawyers 377, 409. formal-
ly declared by Congrels
419.

Indiz_n, their mode of

- ceunting, 28 pote. Num-
‘ber of them killed in
-Hifpaniola, Porwo Rice,
South-America, and in
-Conne@icut and Maffd-
_chufews-Bay 112 ; in the
“whole of North-Americk
- and Weft-India iflands
113.Theiraverfion to the
proteflant religion 294.

Ioger-
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- Ingerfol, Dawid, efy. bar-

ﬂf:rou{ly treated 303,

Ingerfol, Jared, efq. mcbe -

‘bed, and forced toreftgn

‘bis poft of ftamp-mafler

343 hung and burnt in

5, note.

In:x‘nﬁlgi)r'agfof Connedlicut
263. Their hofpiality
towards ftramgers o2,
Of the men 323 ; of the
women 324. -

- Jofe&s 259,

Johofon, Dr. Samuel,.cha-
rafter of 210, Declares
:for the church of Eng-
Jarmd 220, Treacherous
embafly of bis fon 403.

Jofhua, a pretended fachem

22.
K.
Kent 182.
. Killingfley 148.
Killingfworth 150,
King’s ftatue, arNew-York,
deftroyed 406,

L.
Laws, Blue, ‘fpetimen 4f,
63. other hws 82, 294.
.- Law-{uits, ambzing number
of 282, 208, 29y. re-
.aarkabie nature of : fome
, -of them 299,
Latitude and lomgitude of
Conneflicut 236,
Leaming, the Rev. 'Mr,
_ cruelly treated 418,
Lcbanon 156,

E X, 48T

Litchfield, defcribed 179.

Little lfase, 2 nickname
given to the Americans
262.

Lyme 141.

Manners of the people 30z,

Mansfield, the Rev. "Mr,
tried for high treafon
418.

Mansfield fown 157.

‘Menafaftures of ConneQi-
cut 3bg.

- Mafon, his claim to land

in- Conne@icut 24.

- Maflachufets-Bay, fettled by

Puritans 8. Lofes'part of
Ms tetritory 104,
‘Merret, Mr. his fingular
treatment on a charge of
inceft 146.
Middleton, deferibed 167,
Milford zoq.
Mill, -curious, Invented by -
M. Joel Harvey 181.

. Minifler, Sobcr-diﬁtnting‘.

manner of fetling and
difmiffing 313.

‘Moodus, a° pretended fa-

chem 22.
Moore, Sir Henry, begins
toregrant Verdmont 107.
‘Motee, treacheroufly | fent
againft Tliconderago and
“Crown Point 402,

‘Mozley, the Rev. Mr, fined

for marrying a couple
of his ownh parifhioners

H8.
7 N,
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Neal, Rev. Mr. his repre-
fentation about Sunk-
fquaw, Uncas, Jofhua,
Moodus, &c. exploded
22, 23, 24,60, 61, re-
furation of his doétrine
concerning fynods 144 ;
‘a facramental teft 287;
the loyalty of the New-
Englanders 2go. His en-
mity againft the Society
for the Propagation of
the Gofpel expofed 292,
notices concerning, 8
note, 18, zo, 25, §3 note,
88, 111, 135.

Negro, tried for caftration

Negro {laves, their
bard cafe 114.

Nell, Mr. 2:6. '

Neaw-England, the Maifa-
chufets country firft fo
called by Charles, prince
of Wales 2, divifions of
2%, 3, 4. Caufe ofits firft
fettlement difcuffed 111.,-

New-Fairfield 182.

New-Hampthire, deprived
of territory 104, 105.

Newhaven, firit fertled by

the Englih 10; totally

without authority 21,
Early proceedings 6o0.
Blue Laws 63.  State of
after the death of Crom-
well 73, Accedes to the
charter 76.  Particular
defcription of 184, A

INDE X

fhip fitted out to procure
© a patent, and wonderful
confequence 186, 187,

New-Hertford 183,

New-Lights, norices con-
cerning g6, 286,288,289,

New-London defcribed 135.
Port of, well-calculated:
for the grand emporium
of Conne&icut 271,

New-Milford 181.

Newtown 222.

New-York gains land from
Conneciicut 78, 99, 100 ;
from Maflachufets - Bay
and Newhampthire 104,
106, 145. Conflitution
of, {ubverted by the So-
ber Ditlenters 404

. Nichols, Col. deprives Con-

neQicut .of Long-Ifland
78.

—, .the Rev. Mr.
cruelly treated 418,

Norwalk 213, burnt 413,

Norwich, defcription = of-

138.

~ OldLights, notices concern-

ing 96, 286, 288, 289.
Oneko, king of Mohegin,
22, 23. g
Ouions, vaft quantity raifed
in  Weathersfield 67 :
beds of, weeded by the
young females of Wea. -
thersfield 168,
Ofootonoc river, defcripa.
tion of 132, '
A P,
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P.

Purfons, Hugh, found guil.
ty of witchcraft 165,

Pawwaw, ancient fndian
right, celebration of at
Stratford deferibed z15.

Peters, the Rev. Hugb,
account of himfelf and fa-
mily 48—g3, note,

=——, the Rev. Samuel,
account of 172, 392,414y
417.

=, the Rev. Thomas,
his arrival at Saybrook
9; church fyftem 32
fchool 47 ; charadter 48,
fome particulars of his
life, ibid. note.

==, William, particu-
lars relating to 48, 51,
52, §3, note,

Phelps treacheroufly fent
on an expedition againft
Ticondérago and Crowan-
Point 40z,

Pitt, Mr. a churchman,
whipped for not attending
meeting 296.

Plainfield 162.

Plymouth New, founded 7.

Pomeroy, Rev. Dr. cha-
ralter of 171,

Pomfret 158.

Population 263.

Pork, unfair dealing in 269,

Potter, Deacon, unjuitly
convifled of beafliality

166.
Poultry of Conne&icut 255.

433

Prefbyterians, difliked and
ill-treated by Sober Dif-
fenters 162, 280.

Prefton 138.
Produce of ConneQicut

241.

Pr'a;cr of fome of the epif-
copal clergy in the
fouthern provinces before
Congrefs 422.

Pumkin, hair cut by the
thell of, 1q1.

Pumkin - heads, a name
givento the New-Englan-
ders 195.

Punderfon, the Rev. Mr.
joins the church of Eng-
land 22z1.

Putnam, General, -curious
anecdotes of 159 ; kills a
bear and cubs 160. His
narrow efcape from the
Indians 161 : teriible to
them 162. Alarms the
country by a letter con-
cernirg Admiral Graves
and General Gage.

.(L
Quackery trinmphant 180.
Quaker, fhrewd retort of
one upon his judges g7.
Quinnipiog, kingdom of,
183. Refufes to grant
land to the fettlers, and
13 murdered 6o.

R.
Rattle-fnake, fome account
of 261, ufeof irs fkin 324.
F¢ Reading
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Reading 222,

Rebeliion, true fources of
in America 367—383.
Religion, the ettablithed 81.

Reptiles 260.
Reveaue 274, objeGtions
againft raifing in America

305.

Rhod)e.Iﬂand, infamous law
of the General Affembly
of 224.

Ridgeficld 223, burnt 411.

Rivers, the three principal
defcribed 124, 132.

Rivingron, Mr. plundered
405.

S.

Sabbath, rigidly obferved
304. How broken by
an epifcopal clergyman,
305.

Salary of the Governor,
Lieutenant - Governor,
Treafurer, &c. 278.

Salifbury 182.

Sandeman, the Rev. Mr,
dottrine of 223,

Saflacus, fachem of the Pe-
quods, his kingdom and
charadter 133.

Saybrook, founded 9. De-
feribed 141. Its cwvil and
religious  eftablifhments
32. Early proceedings

. 43. Enters 1nto confe-
deracy 72, Refufes to
fend agents to England,
to oppofe the king 46,
forms an alliance with

I NDE X

Hertford 47; and joins
in a fzcret applicatioh for
a charter 74.

Saybrook Pla:ifsrm, "fome
&ccount of (42

Scovil, the Rev. Mr. cruel
treatment of 418.

Seabury, Rev. Dr. taken
prifoner 405.

Sedls, religious, in Connec-
ticut, fome account of
'279: :

Sh-a;on, famous for a mill,
183,

Ship, wonderful ftory of one
fitted out at Newhaven
186, '

Sick, horrid mode of vifit-
ing 316.

Skunk, defcription and’
wonder(ul property of
253

Smith, the Rev. Mr. no-
tices of 56, 168.

William, potices
concerning 68, I100—
102, 108, 122, 235, 381,

Sober Djffenters, religion of,
eftablifhed in Connedi-
cut 81, Their uncandid
condut towards epifco-
palians, anabaptifts, qua.
kers, &c. "in regard to
parith-rares  2g5; and

their fevere treatment of
Mr. Gibbs for refufing to
pay them 177. "Their hu-
manity to fick ftraogers
and perfons fhipwrecked

3




I NDE X

317. Partial fupport of

. 318.

Society for the Propagation
of the Gofpel in Foreign

. Parts, notices concerning
54 note, 107, 221, 228,
229, 230, 291, 292, 336,
381.

Soil 241.

Sommers 170.

Stafford, the New-England
Bath 174.

Stamford 213.

Stamp-a&, proceedings and
" opinions relating to, in
Connefticut 335—306.
Stirling, E. of, his claim to
part of Conne&icut 14..

Stonington 138,

-Stratford, defcription of,
213,

———river13z.

Strony, the Rev, Mr, Ne-
hemiah 208.’

Superftition, friking in-
ftance of 281.

Sunkfquaw, pretended fa«
chem 22, 23, 6o

Suffield 169.

Symifbury mines, account

of 175.

T.

Tea, a& for fending to
America, violently op-
pofed 385, 386.

Temple, Mr. feditious let-
ters imputed to 386,

Teft, facramental, unnecef-

435
fary in New . England
285.

Thames river, - defcribed

125.
Ticonderago, fecret expe-
dition again{t 402.
Toland 170,
Torrington 183.
Travellers, Englith, how
treated by landlords in
Connedicut 120,
Tree-frog, agility of 261,
Trumbull, Gevernor, fura
nifhes a drefs for the effi-
gy of Mr. Grenville 344
note : writes an infidious
letter to Gen. Gage 3983
adds to an alarming one
from General Putnam
416 and {pirits up the
mob againft the loyalifts
417. .
Tryon, Governor, his cha-
ralter 121—123 ; efcapes
the mob at New-York
405 ; burns Danbury and
Kidgefield 411 ; releafes
the prifoners at Newha-
ven 412 ; burns Fairfield
ibid, and Norwalk 413.

U&V.
Uncas, pretended fachem
22, 23.
Union 157, '
Verdmont, accodnt of 105
—111.
Viets, the Rev, Mr, tried
for high treafon 418.
: Vifey,
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Vifey, the Rev. Mr. fap-
+ prefles the Indian Paw.

waw at Stratford 216.
Voluntown 162,

. w.
Wallingford, defeription of

2]2.

Warwick, Earlof, his title .

- 1o the foil of any part of
Conneflicut, difproved,
11—18,

Waterbury 212. E

Weathersfield, defcription
of 167. fingular induftry
of the females there 168,

Wenwworth, Benning, efq.
grants townihips in Verd-
mont 105. 7

Whapperknocker, deferip-
tion of 249.

Wheelock, Dr. Eleazer, no-
tices concerning 55, note,
156.

Whipperwill, defcription of

257.

’Whileﬁeld. the Rev. Gro.
anecdote of 137, and cha-
rafter z11.  Attemprs 1o
work a miracle at Say-
brook 149. His charac.
ter of the people of Nor-
wich 140 ; of thoie of

TNDEX

Hebron 171 ; of Guild.
ford 210; of Conneftie
cut in general 226, 304.

Whitmore, the Rev. Mr.
declares for the church
of England 220.

Will, f{candalous conceal-
ment of Mr. Grigfon’s
189, of Mrs, Curfeue’y
194.

Willington 157,

Winchefter 183.

" Windham 150, inhabitants

of terribly alarmed by
frogs 152,
Windfor, defcribed, 169.
Wolcot, Oliver, treacherous
embafly of 403.
Woodbury 182.
Woodchuck, defcription of
250.
Weodftock 158.
Wooiter, General, mortally
wounded 411,

Y.
¥ale College, account of,
199—z09 : retort of its
corporation upon the Ge-
neral Affembly go.
York, Duke of, obrains 2
grant including half of
Connpefiicut 77.
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