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of Dorchester, being chosen to be leftent of Northampton, & Dauid Wilton
to be their ensigne, both confirmed by the County Court, this Court orders,
y* on request of any person in their behalf, commissions be graunted to either
of them, according to lawe. And it is further ordered, that the aforesd W=
Clarke shall & hereby is empowred to joyne in marriage such as shall desire
the sam, being published according to lawe.”

“Left W™ Clarke” was one of four men appointed, May 1665, as Associates
of Captain John Pynchon in the magistracy, to keep the County Courts in
Hampshire County. In May 1672, “On a motion made in behalfe of North
Hampton & Hadley, M* Henry Clarke for Hadley, & Leiut Willjam Clarke
for Northampton, are appointed & impowred to administer oathes to witt-
nesses in ciuil & criminall cases in the 1jmitts of theire oune tounes.”

Lieut. William Clarke was Deputy from Northampton to the Mass. Gen-
eral Court, May 1663, Aug. 1664, Apr. 1668, May 1669, May 1670, May
1671, May 1672, May and Sept. 1673, May and Oct. 1674, May 1675, May
1676, May 1677, May 1680, May 1681, and May 1682.

During King Philip’s War, we read that in the Fall of 1675 twenty-six men
were left at Northampton to be under command of Lieut. Clark.

His second wife was widow of Lieut. Thomas Cooper, who was killed
by the Indians when Springfield was burned in 1675.

Lieut. Clark had ten children, all by his first wife, of whom William was
next to the youngest. The sons John and William married sisters, daughters
of Elder John Strong. John Clark was deacon of the Northampton First
Church.
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(Capt.) WiLLiaM? CLARK (William') born at Dorchester, Mass., 3 July
1656, died at Lebanon, Conn., 9 May 1725, in 69th yr.; married first, at
Northampton, Mass., 15 July 1680, HANNAH STRONG, born at Windsor,
Conn., 30 May 1659, died there 31 Jan. 1693/4, daughter of John and Abigail
(Ford) Strong; married second, 31 Jan. 1694/5, Mary SMiTH, born at Mil-
ford, Conn., 14 Mar. 1662, died at Lebanon, Conn., 23 Apr. 1748, in 87th
yr., daughter of Benjamin and Mary (Baldwin) Smith.

William Clark of Northampton was among the soldiers who were in the
Fall Fight under Capt. William Turner, May 1676; and in 1736, when a
township was to be granted to the heirs of these soldiers, a claimant was Wil-
liam Clark of Lebanon, son of William Clark.

He bought with Josiah Dewey, 2 May 1700, of Owanecho, sachem of the
Mohegans, a large tract of wilderness in Lebanon, Conn., called “The Clark
and Dewey Purchase.”
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He was one of the early settlers in the new town of Lebanon, and imme-
diately became prominent there. He served as Deputy to the Conn. General
Assembly, May 1705, Oct. 1706, Apr. 1707, Oct. 1708, May and June 1709,
May, Aug. and Oct. 1710, Oct. and Nov. 1711, May 1712, May and Oct.
1713, May and Oct. 1715, Oct. 1717, May 1718, Oct. 1719; was a member of
the Governor’s Council, Nov. 1719, June and Nov. 1721 ; Deputy again, May
and Oct. 1723, and May and Oct. 1724. He was Speaker of the House in
May 1723.

In Oct. 1708, “This Assembly do establish and confirm Mr. William Clark
to be Captain, Mr. John Sprague to be Lieutenant, and Mr. Abell Wright to
be Ensign of the first company or trainband in the town of Lebanon.” Capt.
Clark served as a Justice of the Peace for the County of New London, 1708
to 1724 inclusive. In May 1717 he was first appointed Justice of the Peace
and Quoram, and from June 1717 through June 1724 his name appears regu-
larly as one of the Justices in the records of the New London County Court.

He was Judge of the Probate Court, District of Windham, from May 1723
until his death two years later. In May 1724 he became a member of the
committee appointed by the General Assembly to try all cases of error or
equity in the Colony.

He had seven children by his first wife, of whom the youngest was Benoni,
born shortly before his mother’s death; there were five more children by the
second wife.
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BenoN1® CLArRk (William?, William'), born at Northampton, Mass., 31
Jan. 1693/4, died at Lebanon, Conn., early in 1769; married at Lebanon, 6
Nov. 1718, HANNAH Root, born at Lebanon, 12 May 1699, living 1769,
daughter of Thomas and Sarah (Clark) Root.

The last will of Benoni Clark of Lebanon, made 11 Jan. 1762, proved
9 Mar. 1769, “being weak and infirm of Body but of sound mind and memory
Thanks be given unto God,” gave to “Hannah Clark my dearly Beloved
wife” one-third part of all my personal estate forever, and the use of one-
third of my Real Estate for life. To the heirs of his son Benony Clark
deceased, viz. Thomas Clark, Gershom Clark, Jerom Clark, Jesse Clark, Ruth
Clark, and Benony Clark, land in part bordering on land belonging to Joseph
Clark, a brother of the testator. To sons Eleazer Clark and John Clark. “I
give and Bequeath unto my seven Daughters (viz) Sarah Landfear, Hannah
Collins, Miriam Allen, Martha Buckingham, Experience Downer, Sybbel
Waterman and Rhoda Clark all the remainder of my Household Goods.”
Specific legacies were given to most of the children in subsequent clauses.
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